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Make no mistake, Martha Coakley will almost certainly beat Scott 
Brown in next month's special US Senate election. But a respectable 
showing by Brown could help Republicans charge into 2010. 


Former Massachusetts State Senate president William Bulger has 
been living in the shadows, the biggest of which is cast by his fugitive 
sociopath-gangster brother Whitey. Now he’s emerged with a new book 
about another colorful Boston politician, James Michael Curley. Is he 
stealthily seeking redemption through that Rascal King? 


Richard Stallman might've made millions off his programming. 
Instead, he took up the thankless fight for computing freedom, 
butting heads with Microsoft, Apple, and even some open-source 
advocates. Is he a stubborn utopian or software saint? 
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Now that Beacon Hill has cleared the way for big-time mixed martial 
arts (MMA), local contender Kenny Florian and other UFC stars could 
soon be clashing in the Bay State — and bringing in some serious cash. 
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Peter Keough reviews Avatar. Plus, Amarcord, Araya, and Did You Hear 
About the Morgans? 


25 GAMES BY MITCH KRPATA 
Assassin's Creed Il, for the Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3. 
The Christmas Revels at Sanders Theatre. 
Caitlin Corbett at the Tsai Performance Center. 
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“The Boston Expressionists”: David Aronson, Gerry Bergstein, and 
Henry Schwartz at the Danforth Museum. 
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Giinter Grass’s The Tin Drum in a new translation by Breon Mitchell. 
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John Hollenbeck, Dave Rempis/Frank Rosaly Duo, Fanfarlo, Cuddle 
Magic, “The Big Hurt,” and, in “Cellars by Starlight,” The Elevator Drops. 
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MANUSCRIPTS HOULO BE NALIN Ne ound Glo at the Middle Ez 4 


Oprah Winfrey about how would 
grade his time in office, President Barack 
Obama gave himself a “solid B-plus.” 

Grade inflation? example 
Obama’s notoriously 
high self-regard? No 
doubt bit both. 

Obama may deserve 
B-plus for effort, but 
gets for perfor- 
mance. 

Since George 
Bush left office nearly 
a year ago with an F- 
minus, the nation has 
enjoyed an obvious net 
gain. That, course, 
good news. But 
not good enough. 

Because Obama is a 
remarkable person 
intelligent, articulate, 
committed, and (at 
times) inspirational 
there is a tendency to 
confuse promise with 
performance. (The 
president himself, 
ever the savvy communicator, conflated 
these two measures during his cozy chat 
with Oprah.) 

His campaign raised national expecta- 
tions. His was his 
mantra, “Yes, we can.” 

But has delivered those promises? 

Obama’s record shows much 
applaud: the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act; 
SCHIP expansion extending children’s 
health care; the Public Land Management 
Act, one the most significant pieces 
environmental legislation in decades; the 
Serve America Act fostering volunteerism; 
a credit-card consumer-protection act; 
and the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. 

The elimination funding for the 
F-22 fighter bomber more than 
welcome step controlling 
real change, terms thinking well 
spending. Ditto Defense Department 
procurement reform. 

It is a given that congres- 
sional Republicans are a 
lost cause and menace 
national well-being. And it 
true that divided House 
Democrats and quartet 
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AP/WIDE WORLD AND 


Connecticut only the 
most visible, are hell-bent 
destroying health-care 
reform. But the gains cata- 
logued above would not have 


RATES APPLY 


prioritization the White 

House and deft coordination 

with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid. 

The appointment of Sonia Sotomayor 
to the Supreme Court was an appropri- 
ate, diversifying move and solid judi- 
cial choice. 


proto-Republican Democratic WHAT GRADE which category all its 
senators, whom the YOU GIVE own. Granted, passing such 
loathsome Joe Lieberman OBAMA? this special-interest- 


E-mail letters@phx. 

com or text BOSPHX 
and your comments 
to 22122." 


“STANDARD TEXT-MESSACING 


been possible without shrewd 


And though the Nobel Committee’s 
award to Obama of its Peace Prize is a text- 
book example of having confused promise 
with performance, the change in tone in 
which the United States conducts its busi- 
ness with the rest of the 
world is more welcome 
than words can express. 

So, in spite of all 
this, why does the 
Phoenix grant Obama 
only aC? 

Because on three 
vitally important issues 
in which compromise 
equals calamity the 
economy, Afghanistan, 
and gay and lesbian 
rights Obama 
lacking. 

There is no escap- 
ing the percent-plus 
unemployment rate. 
And the contours 
the recovery Obama 
championed were tak- 
ing shape before took 
office. did 
work with the thank- 
less task of bailing out Detroit, but has not 
brought the big banks and the rest the 
financial industry heel. meaningful 
recovery possible until the banks resume 
lending. And the Wall Street reforms that 
the Republicans say are too radical are not 
sweeping enough. 

Obama’s Afghanistan policy is a fraud. It 
surge toward withdrawal. The expendi- 
ture additional lives cover his political 
rump not worth the price. Obama has 
the rhetorical gifts make the case the 
nation why the US should withdraw now. 
He only lacks the guts. 

As for doing all he can to make gay and 
lesbian citizens Americans every sense 
the word, record shameful. 
Yes, his extension some federal benefits 
same-sex couples was welcome. However, 
his failure to end the military’s “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy is a betrayal, as is his failure 
fight for the repeal the odious Defense 
Marriage Act. While Obama styles his 
preference for civil unions over 
full marriage rights act 
personal conscience, smacks 
political expediency. 

Then there the vexing 
issue of health-care reform, 


laden country is a Herculean 
task. Likewise, congressional 
perversity has proven even 
more sociopathic than could be 
imagined. But that raises the 
question whether Obama 
has contributed to the dysfunc- 
tion not waging more effec- 
tive war the true villains: the insurance 
industry and its publicly elected lackeys. 
The bottom line simple: Obama 
good, just not as good as he promised to 
nor effective the nation needs 
him be. 


“4. 


WRITE 


MAIL © 


PALIN’S APPEAL 

was disappointed your 
editorial on Sarah Palin 
(“Whalin’ on Palin,” No- 
vember 27). However, I can- 
not say was surprised it. 

You chide Palin as“a 
self-obsessed, celebrity- 
seeking empty suit,” yet it 
is clear your editorial board 
made no serious effort to 
undertake a proper vetting 
Going Rogue. Instead, your 
Paper was content Photo- 
shop a picture of Palin onto 
the body of an unsuspect- 
ing cheerleader. Surely, the 
Boston Phoenix can do better 
than that. 

Had someone actually 
read her book, one would 
have found a woman who 
saw fit partake her 
community while raising 
an ever-growing family. 
Anyone who gets elected 
to city council before the 
age of 30, is elected mayor 
before the age of 35, and be- 
comes chairman of Alaska’s 
Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission before the age 
of 40 has got to have some- 
thing going for her. 

You might disagree 
with Palin’s free-market, 
smaller-government prin- 
ciples. But if you had read 
her book, you would have 
found someone very well- 
informed about energy 
policy. Unlike the Bush 
administration, one cannot 
accuse her of being in bed 
with the oil companies. As 
governor, Palin changed 
the way oil profits were 
shared with the people of 
Alaska. She also finally got 


construction started on a 
pipeline that will supply 
natural gas to the Lower 48, 
a project previous governors 
could not budge the oil 
companies on an inch. 

You might also disagree 
with Palin’s social conser- 
vatism. Yet Palin vetoed 
an Alaskan state law that 
would have denied ben- 
efits to same-sex couples. 
Are those the actions 
mascot for the conservative 
movement”? 

Curiously, you call upon 
the media (yourselves in- 
cluded) to stop its “inces- 
sant fascination and cover- 
age this well self- 
obsessed, celebrity-seeking 
empty suit.” Fine. No one is 
stopping you except your- 
selves. 

The reason you continue 
to cover Palin is because 
there is a critical mass of 
Americans with whom she 
resonates. Like it or not, 
when Palin speaks, people 
listen. It is this resonance 
Palin has with people that 
you find so threatening. So 
keep “whalin’ on Palin.” It 
just might take her all the 
way to the White House. 


AARON GOLDSTEIN 


PROSELYTIZING 

THE ATHEIST 

I really enjoyed your article 
on Greg Epstein (“Greg Ep- 
stein, Atheist Superstar,” 
November 27). The comment 
that, “as a kid growing up 

in Flushing, . . . the eth- 
nic and religious diversity 
around him made it hard 


FAX® 


to buy the idea that any one 
had sole claim 

on truth” particularly reso- 
nated with me. That’s pre- 
cisely one of the linchpins of 
Unitarianism! invite him 


E-MAIL 


TEXT 


that diverse group of pa- 
rishioners, which include 
agnostics and atheists and 
humanists and Jews and 
Buddhists and — well, you 
get the idea! 


and others to visit a Unitar- 


ian church and sit alongside 
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1098 Mass. Ave. 
02476 
Phone: 781-648-1300 Fax: 781-646-4920 
OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31ST 


honda.com CRF/Fs ARE DESIGNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR OFF-ROAD USE. PARENTS NEED TO 
CONSIDER A RIDER'S AGE, SIZE, ABILITY AND MATURITY BEFORE ALLOWING THEM TO RIDE. 
BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING, AND PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT. OBEY THE LAW AND READ YOUR 
OWNER'S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. CRF50F, CRF70F AND CRF80F ARE NOT INTENDED PRIMARILY 
FOR CHILDREN 12 YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER. °3.99% Fixed APR financing available for customers 
who qualify for super preferred credit tier for up to 36 months through Honda Financial Services. 
Payment example: 36 monthly payments of $29.52 for each $1000 financed. Offer good on all new and 
unregistered 2009 and prior model year off-road models. “"$700 Bonus Bucks on 2008 CRF150F and 
2008 & 2009 CRF80/70F models. Amounts differ on other models and years. Bonus Bucks redeemable 
only for purchases at dealer on purchase date. No cash value. Non-transferable. Redemption value 
not to exceed $700. Offer ends 12/31/09. Check with participating Honda Dealers for complete details. 
is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2009 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (11/09) 09-0734 
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tap water”; indeed, confidence levels are 
especially dismal beneath the Golden Dome, where ancient 
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kesperson Lisa Capone says her administration is explor- 
g alternatives. Citing an executive order that Governor 
Deval Patrick signed this past October to reduce 
waste by using EPA-designated Environmen- 
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uanta-based DS Water. 
rational services will 
efficient reverse-osmosis 
he state invested 
gies in FYo9, but 
iree times that on 


tives with the 


ld 


ld be easy to banish bubblers at 


agencies that are not situated 


activists especially hope 
g the de- 
i, and 
the lead of 
the state court system, which, ina 


y can 


tting me 
ng me 


asure, rec 


the Senate chamber and governor's office are still located — is 
secured by walls mixed with horse hair and plaster, making it 
extremely difficult to install plumbing. As for the rest of the 
six-story, 600,000-square-foot monstrosity, such a massive 
overhaul would likely cost millions and take several years. 

“The State House water is unhealthy, so they almost 
have to drink bottled water there,” admits CAI organizer 
Ruby Bolaria, who so far has been unable to schedule a 
meeting with the Patrick administration. “What they're 
doing now, though, is just a band-aid. This won't be easy, 
but the governor needs to reinvest in the public-water sys- 
tem, and issue a specific executive order [to prohibit state 
expenditures on bottled water] like Governor Paterson did 
in New York.” 

One building where more immediate progress could 
be made is Boston City Hall. Despite Mayor Tom Menino’s 
having taken a “Think Outside the Bottle” pledge at the 
2008 Conference of Mayors — promising to embrace more 
sustainable strategies — City Hall workers still suck the 
plastic teat. Though the cold concrete bunker is just 40 
years young, the consensus is that its tap water is 

undrinkable. Even if Government Center pipes 

pumped clear-liquid bliss, fountains through- 

out the building are in ill-repair. 

In light of Boston's current $238,000 an- 
nual expenditure on bottled water throughout 
all city operations, outgoing City Councilor-at- 
Large Sam Yoon proposed this past July “a reso- 
lution in support of replacing bottled water 
usage with tap water in municipal facilities,” 
as has been done in San Francisco and Seattle. 
Though the measure never got a hearing, and 
will disappear with Yoon next session, Boston 
Chief of Environment and Energy Jim Hunt 

says Menino last month had new fountains in- 
stalled at the Boston Public Health Commission. 
Hunt also says Hizzoner has directed planners to 
design a strategy to retrofit the building. 
“We do believe that City Hall 
is taking steps 
in the right di- 
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LET’S GET RAW 


Couldn't score a seat at the Climate Change Conference under- 
way in Copenhagen, but still want to reduce your carbon foot- 
print? Perhaps you need to eat it raw. 

I beg your pardon. What I meant to say is that there’s a film 
you might want to catch. 

Last Tuesday, Jenna Norwood 
brought her documentary Supercharge 
Me! to Harvard University as part of 
her college tour to promote a raw and 
whole-food diet. 

An audience of nearly 40 mostly 
vegetarian enthusiasts (and those self- 
proclaimed “raw curious”) packed the 
university's Sever Hall for a screening of 
the “raw-cumentary,” followed by a Q&A 
with the film’s perky thirtysomething 
director from Sarasota, Florida. The 
public event was sponsored by the Har- 
vard Extension School's environmental 
outreach group, Quen.ch, which had 
also partnered with Norwood to promote healthy eating at public 
elementary schools during her Boston stint. 

Norwood, whose festive, frilly skirt seemed a bit too Floridian 
for our frigid New England weather, provided a brief introduc- 
tion, explaining that the idea for her 30-day immersion into go- 
ing raw arose because she couldn't fit into a showgirl costume, 
and (having just entered a guerrilla-film contest) she thought the 
antithesis to Morgan Spurlock’s Supersize Me (eating McDonald's 
for 30 days) might make a fitting educational piece. 

The crux of the film details Norwood’s detox at a San Di- 
ego clinic where she ate only raw vegetables, guzzled shots of 
wheatgrass, and received a regiment of colonics. The film's 
stomach-testing nadir comes when a volunteer allows her 
colon-cleansing session to be shot. It’s prefaced with a viewer 
warning, scored to a ditty called “Doo Doo Skat” and features a 
fish-tank-like chamber that serves as (for lack of better words) 
a poo analyzer. 

During the Q&A, many in the audience revealed themselves 
as a choir to whom Norwood was preaching the raw-diet gospel 
(although many questioned the difficulty of chopping up vegeta- 
bles on a day-to-day basis). Of the film’s segues into conjecture 
about how eating raw alleviates cancer and other incurables, 
however, one skeptical audience member challenged the claims 
as “promotional” and “almost religious.” 

For a moment, Norwood seemed at a loss, but then, as if 
energized by a shot of carrot pulp, dismissively proclaimed she 
was not a doctor or scientist. She returned to her stack of index 
cards, riffling through them with the same efficiency she ap- 
plies to dicing tomatoes and onions. 


Jenna Norwood 


Tom Meek 


For more information, check out Norwood's Web site, jennanorwood.com. 
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Leader the Pack 


THE POWER CESAR 


The funniest moments of Cesar Millan’s 
PackPower Tour show at Agganis Arena last 
Sunday came during intermission, when the 
three big video screens showed a snippet from 
“Tsst,” the South Park parody episode where the 
Dog Whisperer goes up against Cartman. But 
Millan himself did a pretty good job of keep- 
ing the crowd in stitches during the nearly 
three-hour “semi- 
nar,” especially 
when imitating 
dog owners who 
don’t practice 
calm, assertive 
behavior (“Sit! 
SIT! IKNOW 
you're LISTEN- 
INC to me!!!”) 
and recalling 
answers to his 
standard open- 
ing “How can I 
help you?” line 
(“My dog is my 
soulmate, but he 
wants to kill my 
husband”). 
Millan’s 
methods are 
controversial in 
some quarters 
(in a Boston Globe 
article that ran 
Saturday, the 
president of the International Association of 
Animal Behavior Consultants claimed that 
he’s “single-handedly brought dog training 
back into the dark ages”), but the near- 
capacity Agganis crowd whistled and 
whooped for the star of the National Geo- 
graphic Channel’s Dog Whisperer as if he were 
fronting a rock band. Or maybe they were 
hoping he’d bring out his right-hand dog, 
16-year-old pit bull Daddy, the epitome of a 
calm, balanced canine. Daddy didn’t make 
the trip, but we got to see him on the video 
screens in footage where he approaches two 
cows by turning sideways. The cows, Millan 
pointed out, aren't thinking, “Is that a pit bull? 
We gotta get outta here!” Or, “Is that Daddy? 
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2009 KARL STEVENS. WHATEVER, THE FIRST VOLUME OF COLLECTED STRIPS BY KARL STEVENS, AND HIS GRAPHIC NOVEL, GUILTY, ARE AVAILABLE 


AT FINER BOOK AND COMIC SHOPS. VISIT KARLSTEVENSART.COM 


Get the camera!” They just appreciate the sig- 
nal that he means no harm. 

The first half didn’t offer anything we 
haven't seen on Dog Whisperer, but no one 
seemed to mind. Pacing the stage, Millan 
asked, “You guys watch the show?” (everyone 
does, to judge by the response), and elabo- 
rated on his “Exercise, discipline, affection” 

mantra. A reminder 


that your dog MEMORIAL AUD. 
doesn’t care what RIDAY, NOVEMBER 19 $:15 pum 


net Office HIGH ST 
RICHMAN 


O $250 Tax in 


you do for a living $450 $3 
was followed by | 
a“leadership in 
crisis” moment on 
the video screens: 
First Dog Bo drag- 
ging our first 
African-American 
president in his 
wake. In another 
video segment, 
a rambunctious 
rottweiler was able 
to work off energy 
by reconnecting 
with his roots as a 
shepherd dog. Mil- 
lan, meanwhile, 
demonstrated the 
wrong way to leave 
your dog to go to 
work: putting 
peanut-butter treats 
everywhere and then sneaking out the door. 
After the obligatory merch-table (DVDs, 
caps, T-shirts, the Illusion collar) break, 
during which, Millan reported, “I talked to 
Daddy on the phone,” the second half of the 
show sent him into action with problem dogs 
on stage. There were no instant fixes: a bor- 
der collie was less fearful of a nearby vacuum 
cleaner when she walked on a treadmill, but 
an aggressive German shepherd continued 
to lunge at a balanced German shepherd 
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while his owner tried to remain calm and get ee ey 
the hang of the leadership thing. As Millan Sa, 4 ; the sp 
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“Working Men” DVD+CD 
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Working Men the first-ever “greatest hits” live performance DVD 
compilation from the legendary rock trio. Inspired the classic “Working Man” 
from first album and culled from their three most recently filmed DVD 
releases Rush Rio, R30 and Snakes Arrows Live Working Men features dynamic live versions 
best known songs including “Tom Sawyer,” “Limelight,” “The Spirit Radio” and “Closer 
the Heart.” See and hear virtuosos Geddy Lee (bass, Alex Lifeson (guitars) and Neil Peart 


(drums) their peak the Working Men DVD and experience all the excitement and power 
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THE CHINA SYNDROME 


KIRK STRANGE TALE GETS STRANGER. 
PLUS, TEXAS DIVINE INTERVENTION. 


_BY MATT TAIBBI 


There was always a little something 
off about Kirk Snyder, the onetime 


University of Nevada Wo 
washout. Maybe it was his habit of jack- 
ing up ill-advised threes, his hot on-court 
temper, or the fact that he seemingly got 
traded once or twice a week. You'd see him 
ppear in the highlights getting called on 
technical fouls in Rasheed Wallace-esque 
ties (only minus the actual on-court 
productivity), else you’d spot him some 
strange post-game write-up about an out-of- 
nowhere fracas with an opposing player. 

A verbal throwdown with then-Houston 
Rocket Bobby Sura comes to mind, as he 
allegedly shouted a “racist comment” at the 
white player while playing for the Utah Jazz. 
After that game, Jazz coach Jerry Sloan point 
on out that Michael Jordan could get away 
der — 

an with a litde 
{ichael Jordan.” Astute observation 
ier was last seen playing in China 
unt ill last March, when . well, some- 
thing very odd happened. While living in 
the small town of Deerfield, Ohio (about 
midway between Cleveland and Pittsburgh), 
Snyder decided to get up early (around 3:40 
am), bust into neighboring couple’s house, 
and run upstairs and start knocking the crap 
out of the husband. The wife managed to 
pull the hood off of Snyder’s head, at which 
point he ran out the way he came in. 

The police call from the victim’s wife 
is one of the more bizarre footmotes in the 
annals of the NBA. The critical exchange: 


but that 


ange 


CALLER Please help us, my neighbor 
broke into my house ani id attacked 
husband. His jaw, I think it’s broken. 
DISPATCHER And he just ran through 
the glass? 
CALLER He broke right through the 
glass. He's like seven feet tall and he beat 
my husband. Please inary My husband's 
not in good shape. 


That is what the Russians call a “strong 
picture.” Police dogs came and followed 
the scent back to Snyder’s house, at which 
point he was arrested and charged with a 
whole bag of stuff, including burglary and 
felonious assault. He was later found not 
competent stand trial, assaulted fellow 
inmate, and was sent to a mental hospital. 
In August, after treatment, a judge ruled 
that the case could move forward. 

Here’s where you have to wonder about 
the criminal-justice system. some point 
during all of this, Snyder told the court 
that he wanted to go back to China and 
play ball for a season. The judge basically 
signed off on a plan to let him leave 
the country from the end of October 
through April. 

Despite this free pass, Snyder yo 
chose to stay in Ohio with a rela- { 
tive, and removed his electronic- 
monitoring device for good mea- 
sure. When asked why Snyder | 
didn’t go to China, prosecutor 


if Pack star and NBA 


Board Top Five 


1) ERIC NAPOSKI (EX-PATRIOTS) | film noir-style 
murder-for-hire plot | 96 

2) JOPIERRE DAVIS (EX-HAWAII) | multiple rape 
counts 

3) LAZARE ADINGONO (CANISIUS, EX-URI) | 
beating four-year-old child with belt | 91 

3) DARREN HAMBRICK (EX-COWBOYS, BROWNS) | 
brutal forcible rape and false imprisonment, 

5) DAVE MEGGETT (EX-GIANTS, PATRIOTS) | channel- 
ing Cecil Collins, multiple sexual assaults | 90 


utzel only said, “I can say there are 
= ut his mental health.” 
= er’s back in the clink and 
vith additional charges, so tack 
1ore a ints to the 7o he rac nee up last 
g. This guy is only 26, and just a few 
S ago was the 16th player taken in the 
. You wonder if this is going to be the 
t thing we hear from him. 


Nothing in the world is funnier than athletes 
enting religious schools getting into a 
loody brawl after a game. 

It seems that a bunch of past and pres- 
ent football players from Texas Lutheran 
University didn’t take kindly to being ribbed 
at a party by a player from the University 
of the Incarnate Word after the latter team 
beat TLU 53-18 a few weeks back. So four of 

the TLU players — Jonathan D. Randle, Sahr 
S. Bindi, Emesto S. Garcia, and Joshua D. 
McNeil — followed the Incarnate Word player 
out of the home and beat him senseless. 

Police caught with the quartet and 
issued aggravated-assault warrants for all 
four. As that’s a first-degree felony, they now 
all stand to receive five to 99 years for their 
trouble. Give these jokers 31 points each, and 
Say a prayer for them. With Texas justice, 
they'll need it. © 


Matt Taibbi can be reached at m_taibbi@yahoo.com. 
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Talking Politics 
BROWN BAGGING 


EVEN GOP INSIDERS EXPECT SCOTT BROWN BEAT 
MARTHA COAKLEY. BUT THEY CARE HOW LOSES. 


BY DAVID S. BERNSTEIN 


if you are finding it hard to get en- 

thused about the seemingly preor- 
dained drubbing that Democratic Attorney 
General Martha Coakley will give to the 
, State Senator Scott Brown, 
in the special election for US Senate, you 
are not alone. But you may want take 
id look at the test — which, properly 
viewed, has more with state Repub- 
lican Party politics both in the immediate 
future and the next four years. 

0 ng to be US senator,” 
sider, “he’s running 
in 2014.” 

Brown, according several Republican 
observers, running hopeless Senate 
race (as Joe Malone did in 1988, against Ted 
Kennedy) to set the stage for a more realistic 
Statewide race (for Malone, it was state trea- 
surer 1990). 

Malone never did make it to the Corner 
Office, but his quest — including his 
failed natorial challenge fellow 

Lucci in 1998 — went a 

g the Mass COP. 
ld be poised to do the same, 
gh most COP insiders harbor 
sions about Brown's chances in the 
anuary 19 election. 

After all, more than 650,000 people 
voted in the Democratic Senate primary — 


160,000 voted the Republican primary. 

Yet while Mass leaders fully expect 
Brown lose, there’s strange optimism 
that he will lose weil. Or, at least, not lose 
disastrously. 

“He’s almost the dream candidate,” says 
Amy Lambiaso, consultant with Liberty 
Square Croup, who works with Republican 
candidates. “He’s excellent worker 
raise the money, he’ll knock doors.” 

Others echo that sentiment, and say 
that his efforts could help the state GOP 
and re-emerge political force 
in 2010. 

“The Brown campaign is going to send 
a signal of what next year’s statewide 
elections portend,” says Bob Hedlund, a 
Republican state senator. 

tanking economy and string scan- 
dals have turned the public against Beacon 
Hill Democrats. For Republicans take 
advantage, they need strong candidates, 
money, activism, and a good message. 

Some state GOP insiders believe that 
Senate campaign might infuse that 
into the party. But, surprisingly, others fear 
it might do the exact opposite. 


DEFINING THE ISSUES 
Brown's effect on the 2010 state races could 
depend on whether he runs a highly ideologi- 
cal campaign strikes more centrist tone. 

Throughout his political career, Brown 
has been considered a staunch conservative. 
His first race for the State Senate, in 2004, 
was defined largely by the issue of same- 
sex marriage, which Brown opposed. He is 
extremely popular among the conservative 
base of the state party, say insiders. 

That's worrisome to those in the wing of 
the state COP personified gubernato- 
rial candidate Charlie Baker — who believe 
the party needs moderate candidates who 
focus on job creation and fiscal responsibil- 
ity. They want to downplay social issues 
like same-sex marriage and abortion, and 
to distance themselves from the hard-line 
rhetoric of the Tea Party movement. 

The other wing opposes such modera- 
tion. That rift has boiled into public view 
since Baker announced his selection State 
Senator Richard Tisei his lieutenant gov- 
ernor running mate. Tisei, who is gay, is 
among the most moderate — some say lib- 
eral — of Massachusetts Republicans. 

One Republican consultant predicts 
major blow-out over the Tisei candidacy 
the party’s state convention, which will be 
held Worcester April. That could 
even more likely if Brown energizes the con- 
servative base in December and January. 

“Where all those people go?” asks one 
Republican consultant. “It could potentially 
have backlash effect 

But others, including Hedlund, say that 
the intraparty divide overblown. “The fis- 
cal issues are overriding right now,” 


‘He’s almost 
the dream 
candidate. 
He’s 
excellent 
worker 
he’ll raise 
the money, 
he’ll knock 
doors.’ 


says, that “people are going to get behind 
and 

So far, Brown seems to have tilted to the 
center with his Senate campaign. says 
he supports the constitutional protection of 
abortion rights, leaving the issue same-sex 
marriage to the states, and the general prin- 
ciples national health-care reform (though 
not all the specific legislation that work- 
ing its way through the Senate). 

In the Republican primary, in fact, 
Brown's opponent ran radio ads calling him 
RINO Republican Name Only. 


COULTER CALLING? 

This election, the only active federal contest, 
for filibuster-busting Democratic 
vote the Senate not mention the 
symbolic seat Ted Kennedy. But surpris- 
ingly, Brown has attracted virtually in- 
terest from Republicans and conservatives 
across the country, save for one Coakley- 
bashing article national conservative col- 
umnist Ann Coulter. 

Some Massachusetts Republicans, wor- 
rying about state elections, think that’s just 
well. rather not have the Mass- 
GOP linked with the rabid right, who are 
extremely unpopular here. But Coulter and 
her ilk can the keys grassroots gold 
mine especially since, thus far, the official 
GOP conduits (the Republican National Com- 
and the National Republican Senate 
Committee) have made no commitment to 
spending money on the Massachusetts race. 

Some sources say that Brown’s campaign 
is trying to get that national conservative 
attention. But others, noting that Brown’s 
campaign is being run by Romney person- 
nel — including Eric Fehrnstrom, Beth 
Lindstrom, Peter Flaherty, and Priscilla 
Scuzzo — say that, if they wanted national 
attention, already have it. 

Those Romney folks are also, for the most 
part, former Malone team players. GOP 
insiders say that those old Malone hands 
know to keep their eye on the long-term goal 
beyond this Senate race — and that Coulter 
and others helpful for that. 


WHAT NEXT? 


This Senate campaign is a major coming-out 
party for Brown in the state. If he makes a 
good showing — even by getting more than 
40 percent of the vote — he will be, at least 
for the moment, the face the Massachu- 
setts Republican Party. 

Presumably, Baker will quickly eclipse 
him the governor’s race heats up. But 
few think Brown will slink back the State 
Senate and wait for opportunity four 
more years down the road. 

Most believe Brown will instead immedi- 
ately run for attorney general some other 
statewide office, should he lose the Senate 
election to Coakley. 

In fact, some of these political veterans 
think he’s already running more state- 
office than federal-office campaign. his 
election-night victory speech, for instance, 
Brown stressed how one-party government 
breeds corruption. Says the same insider: 
not argument for Washington, 
that’s argument for Beacon Hill.” 


To read the “Talking Politics” blog, go to 
thePhoenix.com/talkingpolitics. David S. Bern- 
stein can reached dbernstein@phx.com. 
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BATTLE THE BULGER 


FORMER MASSACHUSETTS SENATE PRESIDENT WILLIAM BULGER 
DEFENDS JAMES MICHAEL LEGACY AND HIS OWN 


_BY ADAM REILLY 


Earlier this fall, with almost no fanfare, 
Beverly-based Commonwealth Editions 

published a new biography of Boston’s arche- 
typal politician — James Michael Curley: A Short 
Biography with Personal Reminiscences — written by 
former Massachusetts Senate president Wil- 
liam Bulger. The ensuing lack of coverage in- 
dicates that Bulger (like Curley) is fast becom- 
ing ancient history; it also suggests that the 
Boston press may be paying back a politician 
who famously held them in disdain. 

Taken as a conventional biography, 
James Michael Curley mixed bag: it’s 
a good read, but slight and archaically 
boosterish (e.g., Bulger dubbing Curley “our 
hero”). It’s neither a work of thorough 
scholarship, such as Jack Beatty’s Rascal 
King, nor a journalistic life and times, such 
as Joseph Dineen’s The Purple Shamrock. 

But James Michael Curley can also be 
seen as Bulger’s attempt, with the aid of 
Curley’s example, to rehabilitate his own 
legacy — and considered from that perspec- 
tive, it becomes a more intriguing text. 

Bulger’s world has radically changed 
since his sepia-tinged memoir, While the 
Music Lasts: My Life in Politics, came out in 
1996. In 2003, testifying publicly to a 
congressional committee on the mishan- 
dling FBI informants including his 
sociopath-gangster brother Whitey — the 
verbally dexterous Bulger spoke haltingly, 
appeared evasive, and was continually 
the defensive. The hearings generated 
more heat than light, but gave then- 
governor Mitt Romney leverage oust 
Bulger as president of the University of 
Massachusetts. Later, Bulger’s $200,000- 
plus annual state pension became a symbol 
the perennial need for reform. 


Thada 

little experi- 
ence being 
attacked, day 
and day 
out. 
while, some 
the folks 
power you 
achance 
further their 
careers. It’s 


What’s more, the lives of Bill and Whitey 
Bulger have been commodified, spawn- 
ing books (Howie Carr’s The Brothers Bulger, 
Dick Lehr and Gerard O’Neill’s Black Mass), 
TV show (Showtime's Brotherhood), even an 
Oscar-winning film (Martin Scorsese’s The 
Departed). Throughout the decade, in short, 
the formerly formidable Bulger has ceded 
both political and cultural control. 

Bulger could have responded by writing 
another standard-issue memoir. His determi- 
nation not to speak openly about his brother, 
however, would have been a huge obstacle. 
And even if he’d surmounted that problem, 
any book focused on his recent travails would 
have been an acknowledgment of weakness — 
a tacit admission that Bulger’s critics can now 
pose questions he’s required to answer. 

Perhaps that’s why, in James Michael 
Curley, Bulger has instead cloaked a personal 
manifesto inside a traditional biography. The 


press may done making sense Bulger’s 
life, but Bulger clearly isn’t. 


STAYING THE COURSE 

When I first speak with Bulger about James 
Michael Curley, he launches into a lengthy, 
impassioned diatribe against the press, 
lambasting journalists (“men of unsleep- 
ing malevolence”). And he reads a lengthy 
1989 letter to the Boston Globe, written by 
retired Harvard professor E. L. Pattullo, 
panning that paper’s coverage of what be- 
came known as the 75 State Street scandal, 
in which Bulger’s law associate Thomas 
Finnerty was accused of extorting developer 
Harold Brown. (Brown and Bulger were 
both later cleared by the US attorney.) As 
Bulger sees it, 75 State Street was a classic 
case of guilt by association, prosecutorial 
overreach, and innuendo run amok. 

It’s striking, then, that on page three of 
James Michael Curley, Bulger casts Curley’s 1946 
federal conviction for mail fraud (in which 
Curley allowed a defense-industry swindler 
to use his name) as, well, a classic case of 
guilt by association, prosecutorial overreach, 
and innuendo run amok. “[T]he case against 
him was torturous and convoluted,” Bulger 
writes of Curley. “Why was there such an 
though he were the mastermind, because he 
was James Michael Curley.” 

That’s hardly the only hint that Bulger 
identifies far more closely with Curley than 
most biographers do with their subjects. 
Speaking recently at the Burlington Barnes 
& Noble to promote his book — clad in stan- 
dard-issue State House garb (blue suit, red tie, 
black shoes), his delicate features unaffected 
by the passage of time — Bulger tries to distill 
the essence of Curley’s genius for his audience 
recalling inspirational speech that 
and the other newly elected members of the 
Massachusetts legislature heard from John F. 
Kennedy half-century ago. 

Bulger eventually finds his way back 
Curley, praising the former mayor’s refus- 
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al — after a fraud conviction at the outset 
of his career — to let legal woes dissuade 
hirn from public service. (Curley’s first trip 
to prison came after he took a civil-service 
exam for a constituent.) “I always liked 
the fact that, instead of going off in a cor- 
ner and bleeding, giving up, Curley stayed 
the course,” Bulger declares. “He was 
the political world, and he stayed at it. He 
didn’t run away and he didn’t hide.” 

A stirring tribute (though Curley’s obsti- 
nacy is less commendable if you consider 
nim a power-hungry demagogue rather than 
a lovable populist rogue). But those remarks 
could also serve, with minimal tweaking, as 
Bulger’s valedictory for himself. 

Think about it: for years, a substantial 
portion of the public has assumed that, as a 
public figure, Bulger was unseemly or worse. 
But Bulger has pressed on. He didn’t retreat 
to the friendly confines of South Boston. 
Instead, he did his damndest for UMass, 
was an overseer emeritus of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, and served on the 
board of the Boston Public Library until last 
year. If Curley’s refusal to be cowed by public 
opprobrium was heroic, then what does that 
make Bulger’s? 


THE FINAL WORD? 

When I first push Bulger to elaborate 
on the parallels between Curley’s career 
and his own, he professes not to have 
given the matter much thought. Buta 
few days later — when asked outright if 
he was defending Curley’s legacy to de- 
fend himself he’s more expansive. 

“It could very well be,” Bulger replies, 
sitting in the Curley Room (naturally) at 
Amrheins, the legendary South Boston 
eatery. “Since I wrote the book, I’ve 
thought more about that.” While Curley 
deserved condemnation for taking that 
fraudulent test, so, too, did the Boston 
press, for repeatedly caricaturing Curley 
as a jailbird-turned-politician. “They 
shouldn't have tormented him,” scolds 
Bulger. “There should have been some 
recognition that there’s some room for 
redemption.” 

“I had a little experience being attacked, 
day in and day out,” adds Bulger. “After a 
while, some of the folks in power see you as 
a chance to further their careers. They say: 
‘This guy is bad! He’s getting away with it!’ 
They have only a superficial understanding 
of things. But it’s relentless. And at some 
point, you shut it off.” 

Bulger’s hope, it seems, is that the pas- 
sage of time will prompt a new, more gener- 
ous assessment of his own life. “We do not 
look as favorably on politicians of our own 
day,” he writes in James Michael Curley, “as on 
those who have braved the political tumult of 
their own day.” 

correct but only point. When 
problematic politicians like Curley become 
emblems of a bygone era, judgment is 
often tempered with nostalgia. Sometimes, 
though, the process works in reverse, with 
the passage of time facilitating criticism 
simple disinterest. Bulger wants the 
definitive last word on his life and career, 
he’ll have emerge more fully from the 
shadows including his 


To read the “Don’t Quote Me” biog, go to 
thePhoenix.com/dontquoteme. Adam Reilly 
can be reached at areilly@phx.com. 
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Twenty minutes into our interview, 
0) at the Downtown Crossing head- 
quarters of the Free Software Foundation 
(FSF), Richard Stallman learns that I own 
an iPhone. 

“That's a shame,” he says, leaning 
back in his chair, fixing me with a stern 
gaze, and fiddling, as he'll do for much of 
the next hour and a half, with his beard. 

Stallman founded the FSF in 1985, 
two years after he'd launched the still- 
ongoing mass-collaboration GNU soft- 
ware project MIT which provided 
the fundamentals for the hugely popular 
GNU/Linux operating system that’s in 
millions computers today. has 
truck with the “iMoan.” Nor with the 
“iScrod.” And certainly 


not with “MS-DOC,” 
dubs 
operating 
4 <= 


Such proprietary technology, trussed 
with “malicious features” designed 
“specifically for the restriction of the 
user,” says Stallman, “impose control to 
unusual degree” and represent “forms 
subjugation.” 

And here you thought you were just 
checking your e-mail. 

But Stallman — a legend in the program- 
mer community for more than quarter 
century — considers it his life’s work to 
proselytize the free-software gospel, educat- 
ing the lay people otherwise assume 
that Microsoft or Apple are exclusively syn- 
onymous with computing. 

“They think it’s natural that the 
software developers will have power 
over them,” he says. “My mission is to 
point out to them that that isn’t natural. 
It’s wrong. It’s injustice. And they 
shouldn’t stand for it.” 

Some in the open-source community 
(a note about semantics anon) have 
griped that Stallman is a stubborn uto- 
pian, whose Manichean worldview and 

rhetoric are counter- 

productive to the 
larger cause. 
Others hail him 
principled and 
pugnacious advocate 
for freedom and coop- 
eration, waging war 
against any and all out- 
side interference with 
the way we engage with 
technology which, 
of course, is these days 
tantamount to the way 
we live. 
“Richard has writ- 
ten some of the most 
important software, 
and has changed 
the very way we 
make software 
forever,” says open- 
source advocate 
Bruce Perens. “He has 
contributed equally to 
technology, economics, 
and freedom.” 
In that Stallman is such 
renowned programmer, 
he’d chosen to travel that route, 
| it’s not inconceivable that he 
could billionaire like his 
f co-generationists Bill Cates and 


a Steve Jobs. Instead, he’s never 


\ owned a home. Or a car. 
even cell phone. 
admits, “I think my main 
expense literally is food.” 
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SOFTWARE ‘SAINT’ RICHARD STALLMAN FIGHTS FOR 
COMPUTING FREEDOM AND AGAINST CORPORATE CONTROL 


BY MIKE MILIARD 


His lifestyle is a pointed rejoinder to 
this mediated consumer culture of liti- 
giously enforced copyrights, trackable 
GPS-equipped cell phones, radio-frequency 
identification chips, and omnipresent 
surveillance cameras. And his pronounce- 
ments — on matters technological, but also 
geopolitical and environmental — mean to 
stir join his fight. 

The tricky part: far fewer people 
than he’d wish share the courage of his 
convictions. 

Stallman may sometimes sound like 
a voice in the technological wilderness. 
(And, with his tangled hair and bramble 
of beard, may look the part, too.) But 
that doesn’t necessarily make what he 
says less true. 

“What we need,” he says, “is enough 
people not to be outright cowards, and 
we can win. I really care about freedom 
and I’m willing to make some sacri- 
fices for it. There are such strong forces 
arrayed to take away our freedom, and 
it’s vanishing fast that, without sacri- 
fices, we’re sure to lose it.” 


THE DEATH CLEVERNESS 

In 1969, at age 16, Stallman was invited 
by IBM to its New York Scientific Center 
as a precocious if socially maladroit high 
schooler, to try out his first computer. “It 
was rather large,” he says, “more than 
enough to fill this room. The program I 
wrote soon got too big for it.” 

After high school, Stallman headed 
Harvard. (They’d offered more schol- 
arship money than MIT, he reasons. 
Also: “The male-female relationship at 
Harvard was not quite skewed 
was at MIT.”) 

Freshman year, however, Stallman 
landed a job at MIT’s artificial-intelligence 
laboratory. “They had computer with the 
biggest memory anywhere around,” 
says. “An entire megabyte.” 

It was there that Stallman became 
a lynchpin of the campus’s fabled ’70s 
hacker culture — an anarchic, collabora- 
tive free-for-all where programmers, 
the spirit “playful cleverness,” gave 
huge push forward to computing power. 
(There, Stallman developed Emacs, the 
massively popular text editor, in 1975.) 

Code was lent and borrowed and 
swapped and adapted, freely and with- 
out concern for ownership. “This was 
simply people working together, advanc- 
ing human knowledge,” says Stallman. 

But by the early ’80s, the huge lucre to 
be grabbed at the dawn of the PC era had 
lured away many the lab’s best minds 
and “the community mostly died.” 

Nowadays, Stallman clearly still has 
respect and affection for the brainiacs 
who populate MIT. (He isn’t employed 
there, but maintains an office on cam- 
pus as an unpaid research affiliate.) Just 
watch him on YouTube, doing the Soulja 
Boy dance with them on the quad. 
Continued on p 14 
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“I wanted GNU to be 
a convenient system for 
ordinary users, not just for 
rds,” says Stallman. 
ause everybody who's 
ing a computer deserves 
freedom.” 
Freedom. Sometimes it 
seems like Stallman spouts 
the word more than his 
moral/political antipode 
ge W. Bush. But for 


CONSUMED MISSION 

He may be a deity to many, but plug “Stallman 
is” into Google, and the clause also comes 
back completed with some rather unflattering 
adjectives: “irrational”. . . “irrelevant” . . . 
“insane” . . . “an unabashed idiot.” 

And those descriptors don’t come from 
bitter tech execs, fearful that his crusade 
is siphoning customers away from their 
lucrative programs. (Although corpora- 


tions should afraid: was reported last 


‘Think free speech, 
not free beer.’ 


all netbooks shipped 
led with GNU/Linux 


isually from partisans 
software who (ostensibly, 
uld be his allies. For many lay 
ma the terms “open- 


tware are inter- 


1 exist in opposition 
rate behemoths, their ends and 
means are often in conflict. “Open-source 
partisans} never suggest that there’s 
anything unethical about proprietary 
software,” says Stallman. “They just don’t 
nt to rock that boat.” Instead, they 
“want to convince businesses to adopt free 
software, and they figure that, if they 
raise any kind of ethical 
question, that it will be off- 
putting to businessmen.” 
Many in the open-source 
camp have little patience for 
his high-flown philosophiz- 
ing. If the goal is to get as 
many people to use open- 
source software as possible, 
they argue, giving people guff 
for owning iPods isn’t helpful. 
“Stallman’s idealism is 
open-source,” wrote 
one poster the tech mes- 
sage board ZDNet. “While 
there was a time to be a rabid 
idealist fighting corporate 
foes, that time is fast chang- 
ing, and Stallman is stuck 
too deep in his philosophy 
to act on the practicalities of 
the matter.” 
(All the same, if 
many are frustrated that 
Stalilman’s rigidity hurts 
their cause, one of his 
strokes of genius was coin- 
ing the idea liberalized “copyleft” 
opposed to “copyright” — specifically, 
GNU General Public License, which has 
been widely adopted, thereby allowing his 
philosophy to propagate in subtler ways; 
learn more in Jeff Inglis’s sidebar “CNU 
and You,” at thePhoenix.com.) 

“It’s not about petty politics or ego 
with Richard,” says Eric Raymond, a 
major popularizer open-source 
known Stallman for decades but has been 
cast (against his will, he says) as some- 
thing political rival. “It’s that he’s 
consumed with his mission that he has 
trouble seeing anything outside. I'll say 
things public like, think victory 


more important than ideological purity,’ 
and that just infuriates him.” 

And while most open-sourcers still laud 
Stallman as a pioneer and patron saint, 
acknowledging that his copious lines code 
are the bedrock for the movement, some — 
especially younger programmers — don’t. 

“He really is brighter than almost every 
one else on the planet,” says Raymond. 
“His IQ is up in the range where trying to 

neasure it starts to get silly. Sometimes 

he doesn’t get the credit he’s due as a pro- 
grammer. Yet to a significant extent, that’s 
his own fault. He’s tangled up his pro- 
gramming with the ethical/moral/ideolog- 
ical thing. When people reject that, they 
end up poor-mouthing his programming, 
too — and that’s really unfair.” 


CONVENIENT INJUSTICE 


Scuffles with the open-sourcers aside, it’s 
still the obvious culprits who are presenting 
the biggest hurdles to the FSF’s mission, 
says Stallman. “Microsoft, mainly, is the 
company that actively works to prevent free 
software from spreading. Mostly by buying 
the support institutions that have influ- 
ence in society — for instance, schools. Mi- 
crosoft hands out gratis copies Windows 
the way tobacco companies used to hand 
out gratis packs of cigarettes.” 

(When reached for reaction, a Microsoft 
spokesperson said the company had 
comment.) 

Everywhere he looks, says Stallman, he 
sees corporations and centralized author- 
ity trumping co-opting basic liberties. 
The FSF just another front that war. 

“It’s part of the general importance of 
freedom and human rights. What’s gen- 
erally going the world today that 
freedom being taken away.” 

As such, Stallman refuses to travel on 
because chafes being asked 
for am ID. “It’s an injustice to forbid peo- 
ple to travel anonymously.” (He can’t boy- 
cott airplanes impossible for the globe- 
trotting public face free software but 
does take the bus whenever he can.) 

says doesn’t own cell phone 
do much Web browsing because he doesn’t 
want anyone to know where he is or what 
he’s reading about. “Cell phones,” he says, 
“are tracking-and-surveillance devices.” 
When surfing the Net, he warns, “if you 
use Google, you should not identify your- 
self don’t log in.” 

He’s also critic the newly popular trend 
“cloud computing,” where users’ data 
stored on providers’ servers rather than on 
their own hard drives. “It the 
question of who controls your computing and 
your data.’ That’s foolish. You should your 
computing on your own computer with your 


own copy free program.” 

Yet Stallman shows just how hard his 
absolutist positions are live by. won’t 
show ID to get on a train, but “could conceiv- 
ably have someone else buy a ticket for me.” 
He doesn’t have a cell, but will “occasionally 
use other people’s.” browse the Web 
his own laptop, only “from computer 
that I share with other people.” 

Clearly, he’s an unusual case. For 
most people, the handiness cell phones 
outweighs any symbolic protest against 
a nebulous threat of being tracked by 
corporate-owned satellites. And what 
about those many millions who fawn over 
their iPhones or their MacBooks? Who 
enjoy being able to download from a gal- 
axy of apps, or who like the sexy graphics? 

“I can understand, but their priorities are 
the wrong place,” says Stallman. “What 
you say to anybody who gives up his freedom 
for some kind of enjoyment or convenience?” 


FREE CHINA? 


When I meet Stallman, he’s recently re- 
turned from Indonesia and is about to fly 
to Mexico and Chile. He guesses he'll sleep 
at his rented pad in Cambridge just 84 
nights this year. 
e say Stallman is tilting against 
lis here at home, the FSF has made 
e inroads abroad. “There are govern- 
ments” — Ecuador, Venezuela, and Brazil 
to name three — “that have established a 
policy moving free software,” says. 
That makes sense “for every government,” 
course, “except for one that totally 
cowed by business, which is the kind of 
government nobody deserves have.” 

(Most American government comput- 
ers run Microsoft, but free software did 
score a high-profile victory recently when 
President Barack Obama adopted the 
content-management system Drupal 
distributed under the GNU General Public 
License for the site.) 

Further east, interestingly — perhaps 
ironically, for a country that restricts Web 
access behind the infamous “Creat Firewall 
China” the People’s Republic “one 
the places where free software is growing 
by leaps and bounds,” says Stallman. He 
holds up his Chinese-made netbook. “The 
company that makes this free-software 
supporter. And the head of the project that 
makes the processor chip is a free-software 
supporter. had come speech gave 
in Beijing in the late ’90s.” 

ask about the potential for free software 
to assist in a social-justice movement — 4 la 
“Twitter Revolution” this past June. 
“Any people who are in political opposi- 
tion should use free software, because [that 
makes harder for police spy them 
through their own computers.” 

So, says Stallman, “in other countries, 
we're making progress.” And@in the US? 
“In the US, the propaganda that says ‘busi- 
ness is everything, just bow down to it,’ 
has brainwashed everyone so much that 
it’s hard. We haven’t abandoned work- 
ing the US. try make efforts 
where I see that they can do some good.” 

Maybe, suggest, there’s just too much 
else for people worry about these days? 
don’t want to compete,” he says. “I’m not 
going to say that free software is more impor- 
tant than stopping global warming. But 
all related. Because they all have 
with re-establishing freedom and democracy.” 

ask Stallman he’s optimistic. 
Surprisingly for man with such ironclad 
convictions, he says no: the corporations 
just have too much of a stranglehold on 
government and society. 

But “if fight,” says, “at least 
there’s chance might win.” 


Mike Miliard can be reached at mmiliard@phx.com. 
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THERE WILL BLOOD 


ITS FIGHT FOR ECONOMIC STIMULI, BEACON HILL GREENLIGHTING ELBOW SMASHES 
THE FACE, MASSACHUSETTS OFFICIALLY WELCOMES MIXED MARTIAL ARTS 


BY CHRIS FARAONE 


This past Saturday, Dover-raised gladi- 

ator Kenny Florian beat the pretty out 
of long-haired Chicago carpenter-turned-ass 
kicker Clay Guida. After motoring Guida with 
a torrent of explosive cracks, Florian dented 
his opponent with elbow the temple, 
triggering a steady flow of DNA to spray those 
fortunate enough land expensive seats. For 
the win, the lethal lightweight wrapped his 
left arm around Cuida’s rib cage and ham- 
mered him into submission. 

That romp and 10 others on the card for 
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) 107 
was held at the FedEx Forurn in Memphis, 
Tennessee, more than 1000 miles from 
Florian’s namesake mixed martial arts (MMA) 
gym in Coolidge Corner. Upon entering the 
caged octagon that staple the UFC the 
sport's top league that hosts events in various 
cities throughout the US — the Yankee bruiser 
was booed the southern crowd. Next time 
New England’s premier pugilist buries 
opponent, though, he may get to dig the grave 
in his own back yard. 

Florian who was the public face UFC’s 
“I Want to Fight in My Home State” publicity 
campaign — is one of several MMA proponents 
who testified on Beacon Hill for the right to hold 
bouts here. Though UFC cites Massachusetts as 
one of its most profitable pay-per-view demo- 
graphics, state authorities have thus far failed 
issue official rules and safety precautions for 
the sport, which has kept the largest 
MMaA league from hosting shows here. 

But on November 30, following a two-year 
process in which legislators worked to accom- 
modate the growth “unarmed competitive 
sport,” Covernor Deval Patrick signed into law 

an act that will regulate MMA, making this 


the 42nd state to officially sanction the blood- 
letting blend of jujitsu, wrestling, and myriad 
more melon-busting techniques. 

To help unlock flood gates for MMA in 
Massachusetts, UFC President Dana White, 
who launched his career as a Somerville-based 
boxing promoter, hired a team of lobbyists 
and personally testified before representatives. 
Now, considering White’s history and busi- 
ness interests plus the number notable 
mixed martial artists who call these sports- 
hungry parts home flashing signs indicate 
that the commonwealth will soon become a 
major hub for marquee MMA combat and the 
billion-dollar industry that follows. 

“This is much bigger than me,” says 
Florian. “This is an important opportunity 
advance the sport general and make 
more legitimate. can’t even tell you how 
many people over the years have asked 
when the UFC is coming to Massachusetts. ... 
They’re all fired up — the response is already 
bigger than most people could imagine.” 

He’s not kidding: 95 percent of state del- 
egates voted in favor of the measure. There 
is such apparent love for the sport under the 
Golden Dome that perhaps the debut UFC 
battle royale should staged the Great Hall 
at the State House. 


HISTORY VIOLENCE 

White acquired the UFC with partners Frank 
and Lorenzo Fertitta in 2001, and proactively 
cooperated with boxing and athletic boards 
from coast to coast. But before that effort to le- 
gitimize, MMA suffered much-deserved rep- 
utation for unchecked brutality. Ruthless clips 
from early rumbles gained enough notoriety 
to draw ire from Arizona senator John McCain, 
who has attempted hobble the UFC. 

Despite his famous enthusiasm for box- 
ing and having been ringside when super- 
featherweight Colombian boxer Jimmy Garcia 
was pummeled toward his deathbed in 1995 — 
McCain labeled MMA “human cockfighting” 
that “appeals the lowest common denomina- 
tor in our society.” 

McCain leaned on Arizona venues in 1996 to 
cancel MMA events (which they did), and sent 
letters to US governors urging them to ban 
the sport. Pay-per-view contracts were subse- 
quently severed, and nearly states fell 
line with the directive. Massachusetts never 
outlawed MMA, but, until now, state inspec- 
tors never oversaw matches, either. 

Which isn’t to say that MMA is new to the 
Bay State. Although the bill regulate MMA 
statewide will not take effect until March 1, 
2010, a legal, albeit un-superintended, move- 
ment has flourished in Massachusetts for about 
decade. Regional organizations like Full Force 
Productions, World Fighting League (WFL), 
and World Championship Fighting (WCF) have 
drawn thousands to events at such venues as 
Shriner’s Auditorium Wilmington and Club 
Lido in Revere, and provide substantial avenues 
for fighters training at such area gyms as Wai 
Kru in Allston and Sityodtong in Somerville. 

In the absence of oversight, promoters 
themselves have been responsible for polic- 


ing everything in such matches, from round 
times to safety precautions. According to WCF 
founder Joe Cavallaro, his league supervised 

accordance with procedures outlined the 
UFC, to which it sometimes feeds talent. And 
as the UFC scrubbed its image under new own- 
ership, other small Bay State MMA leagues 
surfaced and followed suit. 

The road to regulation here was paved by 
everyone from fighters municipal inspec- 
tors, all them considering the harm done 
to Golden Era boxers who were used like race 
horses. The Massachusetts Boxing Commission 
flirted with sending delegates WCF bouts 
the mid-2000s, but ceased that effort in light 
of inadequate guidelines. “There was a ques- 
tion over whether they really had authority 
over MMA fights,” says Cavallaro. “[State stat- 
utes] only defined boxing — not mixed martial 
arts they stopped. But even without the 
Boxing Commission looking over my shoulder, 
stuck with the general safety and medical 
requirements that they had enforced.” 


FUTURE COMPLIANCE 

If smooth planning continues — and key mu- 
nicipalities like Boston and Worcester accept 
the forthcoming state protocol, as they are 
likely do— the first UFC spectacle Mas- 
sachusetts should go down next summer at ei- 
ther Fenway Park or TD Garden, according to 
UFC VP of Regulatory Affairs Marc Ratner and 
Massachusetts Boxing Commission Chairman 
Dan Fitzgerald. (Under the new legislation, 
the Boxing Commission renamed the 
State Athletic Commission, which will now 
license boxers and MMA fighters.) 

Both those parties well such local 
businessmen Cavallaro are collaborating 
almost daily to draft agreeable provisions. It’s 
since MMA differs from boxing 
everything from glove weight weight classes. 
But implementing ideas from model statutes 
in Nevada and New Jersey, Fitzgerald and those 
coaching him believe that Massachusetts can 
devise archetype that will influence nearby 
states, including Vermont, Connecticut, and 
New York, adopt similar regulations. 

In tandem with a love for MMA and a seem- 
ingly sincere “safety first” mantra, money has 
also driven the fight community seek repu- 
table third-party oversight. UFC billion- 
dollar enterprise — worth twice as much as 
World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) — and 
the economic stimulus is welcome in the 
commonwealth. Estimates suggest that each 
UFC bout could generate up to $200,000 in 
ticket and vending profits; optimistically, area 
promoters see the advent major MMA 
Massachusetts benefiting them, well. 

great that the UFC coming here,” says 
Cavallaro, whose WCF already has a weekly 
television show on Comcast. “Guys like Kimbo 
Slice are out of this world. . . . If you haven’t 
seen a fight live, you haven't seen a fight at all, 
and when people see the UFC, they’ll walk out 
there wanting know the next time they 
can catch that kind action close.” 


Chris Faraone can reached cfaraone@phx.com. 
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ARTISTRY AND TASTE COMBINE BUT PERHAPS NOT OFTEN ENOUGH 


ROBERT NADEAU 


eating a “Statler cut” chicken in what was 
once known as the Boston Statler Hotel. 
Even cooler is the garnish of chanterelle 
mushrooms. 

A place called Pairings should have a 
great wine list. This restaurant has a very 
good wine list with a great policy of option- 
al three-ounce or six-ounce pours. That 
makes a different wine with each course 
possible for light drinkers, but neither the 
menu nor the servers get into food-wine 
matchmaking. 

Decaf ($4) was not what hotel coffee 
ought to be. Finish your wines instead 
with a cheese plate ($14), where you choose 
three out of five options, with garnishes of 
honey, rhubarb purée, and candied citron 


and raisins. cheeses were locavores 
> rouge affine (a semi-soft French-style 
% cheese with a reddened rind) and Krystal 


NICE TAIL Beautiful seared scallops bed lentils and scallions are crossed 


with a meaty oxtail in a cream sauce. 


‘©) At breakfast and lunch, Pairings 
serves as a basic hotel restaurant, 
which the Park Plaza has lacked for about 
10 years. But at dinner, chef Robert Bean 
gets creative with exotic ingredients. 
Unfortunately, the cuisine is a work in 
progress. While some of Bean's dishes are 
visually arresting and delicious, others are 
experiments gone wrong, and/or visually 
almost comical. (A modest bowl of soup 
($8) is served in an enormous 
bowl, while the same amount 
of, say, cuttlefish tapas ($8) is 
crammed into a petite cast-iron 
pot with a lid.) 

Presentation aside, many of 
Bean's small plates and tapas 
are fabulous. The cuttlefish, 
for instance — meaty strips of 
cephalopod in a sauce of onions, sausage, 
and a little orange — are excellent, and 
a fine topping for the complementary 
sourdough bread. The red kuri squash 
soup with curry powder is rich and satis- 
fying, even if the bowl is a little silly. It is 
one of those dry, Japanese-type squashes 
that stand up to anything. And a red-beet 
salad ($8) with blue cheese, endive, and 
pistachios likewise deserves attention in a 
crowded field. 

Though Bean used to work at Todd 
English’s Bonfire (in this same space) and 
Kingfish Hall, his grilled flatbread ($9) — a 
novel and effective combination topping 
roast pork pieces, fig jam, cheese, and 
fresh chopped arugula — is better than 
English’s grilled pizza. 

But then you get something like grilled 
prawns with shishito peppers, espelette, 
and pequillo peppers ($12) — thin-shelled 
shrimp and three kinds of mild chilies — 
which is tasty, but not up to the simple 
tapa of grilled peppers you get at Estragon, 
or the beautifully grilled shishito peppers 
at Exotic Sushi and Tapas. And Brussels 


OUT 


sprouts ($6) are one of my favorite vegeta- 
bles, but not in this sour, salty sauce. 

As for the lobster corndogs ($12) with 
“vadouvan” and pickled cabbage — say 
what? Back when Boston chefs were all 
doing lobster sausage, I wrote that it failed 
the Nadeau test: if you were going to sell 
me a lobster sausage, it had to be as much 
fun or better than a plain boiled lobster. 
Applying this standard to lobster corn 
dogs, I advise you to skip this 
dish. The batter overpowers the 
lobster meat, as well as the va- 
douvan — which, for the record, 
is a French mixed spice based on 
Indian curry flavors. 

When Bean is at his best, his 
flavors are as bold as his garde- 
manger selections. Sea scallops 
($24), for example, are seared beauties on 
lentils and scallions — already an unfa- 
miliar combination. Then the meatiest 
turf (oxtail in a line of cream sauce) is 
added to the sweetest surf to form a cross 
like the letter“X.” The lamb loin platter 
($25) features three duplicate islands of ab- 
stract food on a plate so large Salvador Dali 
might have used it as a vista. Each has a 
slice of impeccably lean lamb, a sautéed 
baby leek, a bit of fig, black kale, and car- 
rots. A late-season Maryland striped bass 
($24) is not huge, but is solid and delecta- 
ble on cabbage sautéed into something as 
richly flavored as choucroute garni, with 
an enoki mushroom garnish. 

Hotel restaurants have to have some- 
thing familiar for the fussy traveler and 
the local non-gourmet. Here, you have an 
overly busy hamburger ($16) and a rather 
neat dish of “Misty Knolls Chicken” ($22), 
which is actually a free-range Vermont 
bird. The wilder flavor of the athletic chick- 
en gets lost when you bone out the breast 
and leave one wing section sticking up. 
That said, there is something cool about 


cave-aged cheddar, plus the Basque Idi- 
azabal, a hard sheep cheese with a more 
refined flavor than pecorino Romano. 

Desserts, in the fashion of this res- 
taurant, are also fatuous or tasty or both. 
Pumpkin-bread pudding ($8) is made with 
pumpkin bread (as opposed to regular 
bread with pumpkin flavoring) and not a 
lot of custard. Fried cheesecake ($8) sounds 
crazy, but the light little fritter balls are 
great, even though it’s more of an appetiz- 
er than a dessert. Sorbet ($6) on one of my 
visits was a very convincing green apple 
with overtones of pear. 

Anyone with a sharp eye will get a 
couple chuckles out of the menu errors, 
including the “Local Grass Fed Burger” 
and “Stripped Sea Bass.” (Is that like a 
stripped Harley? You take a production 
sea bass and take off all the chrome, the 
fenders, and the muffler, so you can ride 
with the Hell’s Mermaids?) And yet in 
spite of those lapses, there is a lot of tal- 
ent and energy at Pairings. Plus, until 
all the pieces come together and the rave 
reviews start, it is possible to walk in on 
an early evening and get a table — no 
small selling point in the Theatre Dis- 
trict. So for now, Pairings is a useful place 
to know about. Who knows? You could 
walk in on the very night everything 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
robtnadeau@aol.com. 


PAIRINGS 


50 PARK PLAZA (PARK PLAZA HOTEL), 
BOSTON 

617.262.3473 

PAIRINGSBOSTON.COM 

OPEN MONODAY-THURSDAY, 6:30-11 AM, 11:30 
AM-2 PM, AND S PM-1 AM; FRIDAY AND 
SATURDAY, 6:30-11 AM, 11:30-2 PM, AND 5 
PM-2 AM; AND SUNDAY, 6:30-11 AM AND 
11:30 AM-2 PM 


AE, MC, Vi 

BEER AND WINE 

VALET PARKING, COLUMBUS AVENUE SIDE 
OF HOTEL 

SIDEWALK-LEVEL ACCESS 


2 Of ur total order. 
“ int on your totz 
ter 
‘ 3 Be 


the cheap 


FORDEE’S FALAFEL DELI 
WINNING WAY WITH THE HUMBLE GROUND-CHICKPEA CROQUETTE 


I've added a new entry to my growing catalogue of “stupid reasons why 
| waited too long to try some restaurant”: the unlikely name. I'd heard 
that Fordee's serves worthy Middle Eastern food, but it didn’t sound very 
Levantine, which put me off. | was right about the name: “Fordee” Ford 
was the original owner, Irish-American. But was 
about the bad feeling: Lebanese-American family bought the place 
years ago and kept the name for convenience’s sake. So !’m grateful that 
local chowhound.com habitués finally convinced me to go, mainly with 
their rapt praise for falafel 
And what a falafel it is! It's gorgeous in that special way that unas- 
suming, everyday foods can be. Its extraordinarily crunchy, unoily exte- 
rior brown Brazil nut, testament adept frying; its interior 
pea-green, beautifully seasoned, creamy. Order the platter ($8.95) 
and you get four these beauties plus very fine hummus (like nearly 
everything Lebanese here, made in-house from scratch), tahini, good 
tabouleh, radish-skin-tinted turnip pickles (packing a mouth-puckering, 
briny punch), lettuce, tomato, and round fresh, soft, fine pita. 
» chicken shawarma platter ($8.95) is generously laden with chunks of 
grilled marinated chicken breast, beautifully moist and flavorful, plus 
: § similar accompaniments, though you can replace the tahini with tourn, 
ferocious sauce based pureéd raw garlic. The big, eye-catching 
salads include excellent fatoush ($6.25), toasted strips pita with 
| a variety of greens, herbs, chopped tomatoes, cucumbers, and onions, 
sprinkled with pleasantly sour, crimson-colored powder. 
Cultivating the local Watertown crowd, also serves 
= Armenian specialties like a losh kabob roll-up ($7.75), meatballs of 


CATHERINE LEE 


uS 


} ground beef seasoned with allspice and rolled in pita with hummus 


and vegetables. Lunchtime gets packed with customers ordering sand- 
wiches go, like the justly popular falafel combo, which rolls few falafels pita ($5.75) with lettuce, tomato, turnip pickles 


and a choice of tabouleh, hummus, or faintly smoky baba ghanoosh. There's quality American sub-shop fare, too, like 10-ounce 
burgers ($5.25-$6.50), cold-cut sandwiches ($5.99-$7.25), and hot subs like steak Beverages are limited 
yogurt-based ayran ($2.50) and American soft drinks ($1.25-$2). The room offers counter service and seats spare, bright, 


space before open kitchen. Having finally tasted what might the best falafel Greater Boston, will henceforth 
remember never to prejudge a restaurant by its name alone. 


FORDEE’S FALAFEL DELI, 555 Mount Auburn Street, Watertown, open Monday-Friday, pm, and Saturday, 
Tiam-5 pm. Call 617.923.3673. 


Beer Fresh and Food 
Good They Named the 
Entire Square After 


33 Dunster Street 
(617) 868-3585 


johnharvards.com 


Por the Current Menu Please 
Visit Our Website 


Step back time 
Oaxaca, Mexico at... 


Always fresh. 
Always pure. 


Everyday. 


TAQUERIA 


Open Everyday 


Coolidge JFK Corner, Porter Galleria, 
Square, MIT Center, Beacon 


Try our Colorado Chicken, Tofu Burritos 
& Homemade Tamales! 
1728 Mass Ave., Cambridge * 149 First St., Cambridge 
1294 Beacon St., Coolidge Corner 
366 Washington Street, Brighton, MA 02135 
642 Beacon St Boston, MA 02215 
All of our sauces and marinades, including our hot sauce, 
are made on the premises with fresh ingredients. 


SPECIALS 


CAPSULES RECENT RESTAURANT REVIEWS 


Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, 
and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


MYUNG DONG 1ST AVENUE | 
90-92 Harvard Avenue, Allston | 
617.206.3229 | $12-$20 | Myung Dong 
is supposed to be a Korean dive bar 
with hip-hop décor and sound. For 
tunately, it includes lots of Japanese 
and Korean food; unfortunately, our 
critic found it reliable but unexcit 
ing, except for a swell entrée of eel 
teriyaki. No desserts, but where else 
in Boston can you get a soju water 
melon? 

PASHA TURKISH & 
MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE | 

669A Mass Ave, Arlington | 
781.648.5888 | $13-$20 | Turkish food 
never lets you down, and Pasha has 
pretensions to some of the best ever 
offered to the general public in these 
parts. Not everything is as amazing 
as the “spicy chopped vegetables,” 
the glorious lamb ravioli called 
manti, and the beef and meatball 
kebabs. But it’s a long menu, so 
you can keep going back to explore. 
The only drawback is that, three 
days later, you are hungry again. 
Dress informally and maybe think 
about fabrics, because manti can 

be drippy. 

GENNARO’S S NORTH SQUARE 
RISTORANTE | S North Sq, Boston 

| 617.720.1050 | $18-$32 | North End 
traditions, from Sinatra to red 
sauce, are spiffed up and supple- 
mented with a killer eggplant 
Napoleon and specials like osso 
bucco on risotto in this romantically 
redone tourist trap just off North 
Square. It's only a few yards away, 
yet somehow remote from, the 
hurly burly of Hanover Street and 
the mobs at Paul Revere’s House 
CITY TABLE | 61 Exeter St, Boston 
(Lenox Hotel) | 617.933.4800 | $12-$28 
| Downsized and downscaled from 


the elaborate Azure, the new din 
ing room of the old Lenox Hotel is 
warmer in tone and has the feel of 
a bar-restaurant. The more modest 
menu is executed wonderfully, from 
the grass-fed sirloin burger with 
house-made pickles to my pick for 
the best codfish dish in Boston: the 
line-caught Chatham cod in a bit of 
lobster and corn chowder. 

ARTBAR | S Cambridge Parkway 
(Royal Sonesta Hotel), Cambridge 
| 617.806.4122 | $24~-$32 | This second 
bar-restaurant in the Royal Sonesta 
lacks the intensity of Dante, but 
has a nice combination of comfort 
classics and clever touches. Clam 
chowder and ziti Bolognese fit 

the bill for the former, while the 
vegetarian platter packs several 
surprises, and the four-bite small 
desserts can be just right. The walls 
are glass, so dress nicely. 

JADE GARDEN SEAFOOD 
RESTAURANT | 18-20 Tyler St, 
Boston | 617.423.3288 | $6-$23 (Ala 
carte) | One of Chinatown's newer 
Cantonese seafood specialists com 
bines the live tanks of East Ocean 
City with the wok-to-plate speed of 
Peach Farm for some outstanding 
Hong Kong Seafood, and some sur 
prisingly successful fusion dishes, 
like the prime beef house special. 
The seafood specials are written in 
Chinese on a white board, but usu- 
ally displayed in the live tanks you 
pass on the way in, too, so anyone 
can point and shoot. 


VEALLY GOOD DEAL” 


TWO (2) DINNERS 
ONE (1) BOTTLE WINE 


i 
THE BOSTON PHOENIX DECEMBER 18, 2009 
RESTAUR 
re. 2 2 PRINCE ST. ¢ NORTHEND BOSTON © 02113 


CALS 


PRESENTS 


THIS SUNDAY! 
CANADIAN 
5 


SUN. DECEMBER SALE NOW 


Martine Destin 


rmance Cent 


KURT VILE 
SAT. FEB. DOWNSTAIRS 


FRI. MAR. 
SALE FRIDAY 
UPSTAIRS 


HARPERS FERRY WWW. VENUEVENTS.NET 


> 


official: the 
tacle that dug deep into the 


month's Ghostfac 
was roaring spec 
Clan catalogue 
hangers-on coll 
the Chambers. 


able ruc 
CAPONE-N-NOREAGA 


dise, 967 Comm Ave, Boston 


Queens 
at the Para 


nd wowed everyone 
ege kids who just recen 
doubt RAEKWON 


que back. Last 
out the Paradise 


from 
tly entered 


kus not mention 


www 


HE BOSTON PHOENIX | DECEMBER 18, 2009 29 


Fear and Loathing 
Las Vegas 


FRIDAY Your apprehension about any 
sentence with both “needles” and “hand- 
jobs” understandable, but relax: 
HOLIDAY HANDJOBS (presented Nine Inch 
Needles and Truth Serum) curated 
crafts market handmade objects with 
queer/sex/punk zsthetic. Shop for ana- 
tomically correct gingerbread men (and 
women), woven Love throw 
pillows, and more while listening Djs 
BRDR and Kat Fyte and live performances 
from Kielbasia the accordion-playing 
drag 
Burlesque. 
Dilboy VFW Hall, 

371 Summer St, 
handjobs.com 


KILLSWITCH ENGAGE DEVIL 


SATURDAY For 

cities stretch- 

ing over dozen 

countries, it’s 

once again that 

magical time 

year when Santa 

comes stumbling 

your front 

door 2am, mi- 

crowaves some 

pizza, and falls asleep with half-eaten 
his chest. Yes, SANTACON back and 
here Boston it’s 14-hour costumed bar 
from Faneuil Hall Harvard, 
hundreds good-humored Santas delight 
observers with the ebullient iconoclasm 
that only alcohol can really provide. 

Purple Shamrock, Union St, Boston free 


livenation.com. 


FRIDAY-WEDNESDAY Monty Python could 
well the pinnacle anyone’s career, 
but Terry Gilliam just keeps going and 
his imaginative catalogue suggests, 
he’s hardly out ideas. preparation 
for his latest, The Imaginarium Doctor 
Pamassus (which has Heath Ledger’s final 
performance), the Brattle present- 

ing “TILTING WINDMILLS: THE FILMS 
TERRY the bill: the Orwellian 
nightmare Brazil (1985), 

Baron Munchausen (1988), The Fisher King 
(1991), the cult classic Twelve Monkeys (1995), 
and Johnny Depp’s drug-addled romp 
through Loathing Las Vegas (1998). 


SATURDAY With Southern alt-coun- 
try sensibility and singer/guitarist Chris 
Farren’s gruff melodies, Florida foursome 
FAKE PROBLEMS are that rare standout 
the sea shaggy, skinny-jean-clad young 
men and women with rock-star aspira- 
tions. These up-and-comers join ENDLESS 
HALLWAY warm the crowd for 
screamo outfit THURSDAY and the math- 
core DILLINGER ESCAPE 
PLAN night 
get meaner 

gets later. Like 

bouncer. 

Middle East down- 
stairs, 480 Mass 

Ave, Cambridge 

www.ticket- 

master.com 


Brattle Theatre, Brattle St, Cambridge December 18-23 


ee 


GENERATION 3” may 

it’s not for art 

erson class traveled masters-of-fine-arts 


Fake Problems Studios BU, MassArt, and the School 


the MFA find the best what Boston’s 
art students have offer. From pool 
70, they’ve cut down nine, mixing 


painting, photography, printmaking, 


drawing, and sculpture; the show runs 
through Wednesday, but the reception 
with the proud artists tonight. 
Emerson Huret and Spector Gallery, 
| free | www.emerson.edu/huret 


WEARS PRADA + DARK TRANQUILITY | 
February the House Blues, 
Boston $28-$38 sale Friday 


DAY HELLOGOODBYE February March the DCU 
the House Blues, Boston 


Center, Worcester $33-$53 


www.houseofblues.com 


February the House 
www. houseofblues.com 


Agganis Arena Boston 
University, Boston $45-$125 

sale Saturday atioam| 


* 
> 
= 


© “INTERNATIONAL DAY TO END 
VIOLENCE AGAINST SEX WORKERS 
OBSERVANCE” | Readings, commen- 


© “PEOPLE'S GUIDE TO THE HEALTH- 
CARE DEBATE” Discussion 


Theosophical Society, Arlington 
617.926.4155 


Association's 


“INSERT: COL- 


antos, a collabora 
tor on the project. The exhibit will 
hang through February 26, but 
the opening reception goes down 
tonight at 1 Nassau Street, Unit 2, 
Boston | 5 pm | free | 617.357.4499 or 
www.cpaboston.org/gallery.hunl. 


POP Hallelujah! Boston’s 
own MALLELUJAH THE HILLS are back 
on the local club circuit following 
a lengthy cross-country trek and 
subsequent, much-needed month 
off. The band have been busy since 


the release of their ambitious, Phoe- 


nix-favorite album Colonial Drones, 
gammering critical praise for their 
literate indie rock's smart lyrics 
and layers of strings, brass, piano, 
and Moog. FACES ON FILM, TULSA, 
and JESSE GALLAGHER open what's 
sure to be a beer-swilling, raucous 
welcome-back party at the Middle 
East downstairs, 480 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | 8 prn | $10 | www.tick- 
etmaster.com. 


CLASSICAL | Think of it as the 
Baroque version of Holiday Pops: 
Dutch violist and conductor JAAP 
TER UNDEN leading the HANDEL 
AND HAYON SOCIETY ORCHESTRA in 
Christmas Concertos by Manfredini 
and Corelli plus Bach's Orchestral 
Suite No. 2 and music by Handel 
and Muffat, at jordan Hall, 30 
Cainsborough St, Boston | Decem- 
ber 17 @ 8 pm; December 20 @ 3 pm 
$37-$74 | 617.266.3605 or www. 
handelandhaydn org. 


= & 


FRIDAY 


JAZZ | The great jazz singer SHEILA 
JORDAN, now 81 but still sounding 
wonderful, comes to the Cam- 
bridge Multicultural Arts Center to 
sing in a duo with distinguished 
bassist Cameron Brown. A screen- 
ing of Cade Bursell’s hour-long 
1995 documentary Sheila Jordan: In 
the Voice of a Woman will precede the 
concert. jordan — just to catch 

you up — helped reinvent jazz 
singing post-Billie with the likes 
of Betty Carter and Jeanne Lee. 
The admission price includes both 
film and concert, at 41 Second St, 
Cambridge | 7:30 pm [film]; 9 pm 
[concert] | $18-$24 | 617.577.1400 or 
www.cmacusa .org. 


CLASSICAL | “Shepherds, 

Follow the Star” is the title of 
tonight's holiday concert from 
BETSY BURLEIGH and CHORUS PRO 
MUSICA, with offerings to include 
the “Shepherds’ Farewell” from 
Berlioz’s Lenfance du Christ, Alfred 
Burt's “Star Carol,” and the Shep- 
herds’ Chorus from Cian Carlo 
Menotti's Amahi and the Night Visitors . 
The Triton Brass Quintet will also 
be on hand, plus CPM’s traditional 
candlelight processional and carol 


Donna and the 


tary, and memorial stroll Lucy 
Parsons Center, Boston | December 


pm | 617.648.0561 


© PHILIP HASOURIS, FRANK MILLER, 


© SOLSTICE CELEBRATION 
Meditation, readings, and music 


DIANA SAENZ, AND SAM CORNISH | 
“Laureate Series” poetry read- 


ings and open mic Boston City 


Boston | December 17 @ 6:30 pm | 


617.306.9484 


all 


sing-along, at Old South Church, 
Copley Square, Boston | 8 pm | $20- 
$45 | 800.658.4276 or www.chorus- 
promusica.org. 


SATURDAY 


HOLIDAYS | We don’t know ex- 
actly at what point enthusiasm 
Starts trampling on good taste, 
but the Somerville Arts Council 
aims to find it with its 13th an- 
nual ILLUMINATIONS TOUR — a 45- 
minute guided trolley ride past 
the most-festooned holiday light 
displays in town. The tour begins 
and ends at Somerville City Hall, 
where there'll be refreshments, 
craft activities, and music courte- 
sy of the Somerville Community 
Chorus. Come for the kitsch, stay 
for the cookies, at 93 Highland 
Ave, Somerville | every 30-45 min- 
utes from 4:30 to 9:15 pm | $5-$10 
| www.somervilleartscouncil.org. 


SUNDAY 


POETRY The bar for ROSANNA 
WARREN was set pretty high — 
that’s what happens when your 
father is Robert Penn Warren, 


you Abba fans 


the Colonial Theatre 106 Boy St, 


Boston| 


author of the Pulitzer-winning 
novel All the King’s Men (1946). But 
Warren, a professor of humani- 
ties at Boston University and also 
a challenging poet and critic, has 
done well by anyone’s standards. 
The former chancellor of the 
Academy of American Poets will 
be the featured reader during this 
month’s Brookline Poetry Series, 
at Brookline Public Library, 361 
Washington St, Brookline | 2 pm 

| free | http: //brooklinelibrary. 
org/programs/brk-poetry-series . 


JAZZ | The magnificent AARD- 
VARK JAZZ ORCHESTRA plays its 
37th annual Christmas concert, 
this year performing the “Cloria” 


FILM THIS WEEK 


Spontaneous Celebrations, 
Jamaica Plain December 7:30 


© “TRANSCENDING THE LITERAL” 

Opening art reception CASP 
Gallery, Brookline December 
6 pm | 617.418. 4308 


“Transcending 
the Literal” 


from Mary Lou Williams's Mass 
(first heard at Emmanuel Church 
almost 35 years ago) and Aardvark 
head honcho Mark Harvey's Blue 
Butterfly — a tribute to local master 
storyteller Brother Blue, who died 
in November. Also on the bill: 

“a Coltrane-inspired version of 
the English carol ‘What Child Is 
This’ ” and a gospel-blues rendi- 
tion of “Silent N plus other 
Aardvark originals. That's at Em- 
manuel Church, 15 Newbury St, 
Boston | 7:30 pm 5 | 617.776.8778 
or www.aardvark cor 


OUT THERE | Fearless blues 
piano agitator DAVID MAXWELL 
convenes his OUTTAKES UNLIM- 
ITED, which means you'll be 
hearing some of the heaviest 
avant-jammers in the local scene 
— saxophonists Allan Chase and 
Jim Hobbs, percussionist Fabio 
Pirozzolo, and the Fringe’s John 
Lockwood (bass) and Bob Cullotti 
(drums) — at the Lily Pad, 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge | 9:40 
pm | $10 | www. lily-pad.net 


MONDAY 


POST HXC | Boston’s very own 
post-hardcore band LANTIETAM 
live on their own little patch of 
Sunny Day Real Estate. Their 
lo-fi punkish thrashing reminds 
us of mid-’90s emo (before emo 
curdled), and they turn up the 
volume tonight at the Middle 
East upstairs, 472 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge | 8 pm | $8 | 617.864.EAST 
or www. mideastclub.com. 


TUESDAY 


INDIE FOLK | Yes, it’s patently 
unfair that John Mayer should 
enjoy international stardom 
while our own adorable, talented 
AUDREY RYAN languishes in ob- 
scurity. But she can take solace in 
the thought that her new album, 
1 Know, I Know (self-released), does 
have something going for it that 
Mayer's latest doesn’t: it’s actu- 
ally a good listen. We're particu- 
larly smitten with the charming, 
sprightly “Are You Sleeping?” 
Ryan takes the stage as part of 


@SEE “FILM STRIPS” (PAGE 48) FOR DETAILS: 
GREMLINS | Coolidge Corner Theatre | December 18-19 ; 
BLACK DYNAMITE | Coolidge Corner Theatre | — 18 

| | ber 1 
THE ROOM | Coolidge Corner Theatre | Decem = 
TIM BURTON’S THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS | Boston 


Public Library | December 21 


THE REMAINS OF THE DAY | South Boston Branch Library | 


December 22 


MOONSTRUCK | Boston Public Li brary | December 24 


© BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY'S WILD & 
SWINGIN’ HOLIDAY PARTY | Big-band 
music | Wolf Den at Mohegan 
Sun, Uncasville, December 18- 
19 @ 8 pm | 888.226.7711 


her month-long residency at 
Toad, where she’s been known 
to juggle a guitar, an accordion, 
a kick drum, and a maraca dur- 
ing sets. That's at 1912 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | 10 pm | free | www. 
toadcambridge.com. 


WEDNESDAY 


FILM The “THE COSTUMES 
OF EDITH HEAD” is not an exhibit 
but a film series that shows off 
the great Hollywood designer in 
some great movies. It starts up 
today with Veronica Lake and 
Alan Ladd in THIS GUN FOR HIRE 
(1942), Olivia de Havilland giv- 
ing her first Best Actress Oscar 
performance in TO EACH HIS OWN 
(1946), and Olivia again, giving 
her second Best Actress Oscar per- 
formance, in THE HEIRESS (1949); 
the treats down the road will in- 
clude Sunset Boulevard, The Lady Eve, 
A Place in the Sun, Vertigo, To Catch a 
Thief, and Rear Window. All in the 
Remis Auditorium at the MFA, 
465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
December 23-January 3 | $10; $8 
students, seniors | 617.369.3907 or 
www. mfa.org/film. 


THEATER | No Rockette kickline 
in this year’s holiday offering 
from Citi Performing Arts Center, 
but how can you complain about 
a show that has dogs on stilts? 
Rachel York stars as Cruella De 
Vil alongside “15 talented Dalma- 
tians” in THE 101 DALMATIANS MU- 
SICAL, the live stage musical ver- 
sion of the animated Disney film, 
at the Wang Theatre, 270 Trem- 
ont St, Boston | December 23-27 

| Curtain 1 + 7:30 pm Wed |1 pm 
Thurs | 2 + 7:30 pm Sat |1 + 6:30 
pm Sun | $28-$75 | 866.348.9738 or 
www.citicenter.org. 


MUSIC PARTY | central Square 
gets in the spirit of holiday giv- 
ing tonight with T.T’S ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY PARTY, a sparkly fiesta 
of free local music and compli- 
mentary munchies. This year’s 
edition features brief, unplugged 
sets from Corin Ashley, Bren- 
dan Little, Tom Baker & John 
Brookhouse, Jim Buni, Jason 
Dunn, and more local acts to be 
announced. After the concert, 
hit the dance floor as Djs spin 
Motown and holiday classics, at 
T.T. the Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline 
St, Cambridge | 8 pm | free | www. 
ttthebears.com. 


THURSDAY 


THEATER | Some theaters are 
dark on Christmas Eve, but others 
will be only too happy to see you 
now that you're finished your hol- 
iday shopping. They include BLUE 
MAN GROUP (2 + 5 pm), New Reper- 
tory Theatre’s A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
(3 pm), Trinity Repertory Compa- 
ny’s A CHRISTMAS CAROL (noon + 5 
pm), MAMMA MIA! (1 pm), THE 101 
DALMATIANS MUSICAL (1 pm), and 
THE SANTALAND DIARIES (4 pm). 
See “Play by Play” (page 45) for 
details — and do call in advance in 
case schedules change. 


22 MBER 18 | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
CRYSTAL-BALLING THE BEST UPCOMING EVENTS 
look at how other film industries d / 3 —- . ai ome 
light on the area's need for such aAtact 
a resource, local groups from the 
design, art, and community-ser A 
transform a vacant storefront into t 
tas a working (if temporary) library 
To celebrate this collaboration, the 
LABORATIONS,” a series of photos 
documenting the development of 
the storefront library taken by local 
te 


SERIES 


2009-2010 CRANMORE 
TERRAIN PARK EVENTS 


December ..... TICKET ROLLBACK DAY 
($3.30 lift tickets, all ages) 


December ......... MONSTER MASH 
(Ski & Snowboard) 


December 
January DARKSIDE NIGHT SERIES 


(Ski & Snowboard) 


February 13. FIREWORKS 


(Ski & Snowboard) 


February 20. PINK RIBBON JIBBIN’ 
FIREWORKS 


March FIREWORKS 
March 13... DARKSIDE NIGHT SERIES 


For all the latest event information, video updates and galleries click on 


CRANMORE.com 


Cranmore Mountain Resort, North Conway, New Hampshire 


BY PETER KEOUGH 


AVATAR 


BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY + HARVARD 
SQUARE + CHESTNUT HILL + EMBASSY + 
ARLINGTON CAPITOL + SUBURBS 


For someone who's determined to reduce all 
experience to mechanical reproduction, James 
Cameron sure hates machines. This antipathy 
goes back his first hit, and best film, TheTer- 
minator (1984), in which technological progress 
is equated with death and soulless automa- 
tons threaten the extinction of the human 
race. The Luddite message hasn't changed 
much with Avatar, though the medium has. 


MACHINE DREAMS 


JAMES CAMERON PLAYS GAMES AVATAR 


consumption, vicarious thrills, and virtual 
existence. The hero is the ultimate fan boy: 
Jake Sully (a convincingly inarticulate Sam 
Worthington), paraplegic Marine veteran 
offered chance participate the 
“Avatar” program, in which humans are 
bonded with the the indigenous 
hominids the planet Pandora. joy- 
sticks required just enter coffin-like 
pod, fall asleep, and wake up in the body of 
nine-foot-tall blue-skinned noble savage 
that’s been brewed tank from fusion 
of your own DNA and that of an alien. Your 
mind enters the creature and vaults into 
the ultimate first-person-shooter game. 
The catch? In the 22nd century, evil cor- 
porations have already despoiled Earth all 
natural resources, and they now plan 
the same the edenic Pandora. (It harbors 
mother lode something called “unobta- 
nium” yes, the Iraq War parallel bores me, 


DID YOU HEAR 
ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 
Witness this one 
at your own risk. 


FIRST-PERSON SHOOTER Does matter that our hero paralyzed when life just one 


big video game? 


researchers. Unfortunately, Sully also be- 
ing wooed wicked Colonel Miles Quaritch 
(Stephen Lang), who picks his brain for intel 


Starship Apocalypse Return the Jedi, 
District 9, or any of the score or so other movies 


(including his own, with witty allusion 


Proclaiming itself the next phase the 
development of cinema, Cameron’s new opus 
invests hundreds millions cutting-edge 
CCI and 3-D processes (not to mention state-of- 
the-art PR and marketing) for the paradoxical 
purpose informing viewers that such un- 
natural indulgences are bad for us. 

So much for irony. Now bring on the cool 
creatures and gizmos and let’s blow some 


shit up. 


Far from deploring the alienation ef- 
fect artifice, Avatar celebrates passive 


AMARCORD 


In memory, Federico Fel- 
lini’s 1973 work, an Oscar 
winner for Best Foreign 
Film, stands among his 


masterpieces. But seen to- 


of a disappointment, clever 
and places, but 
also sprawling, undisci- 
plined, clumsy in patches, 
and decidedly overlong. 
Partly satiric and partly 
nostalgic, it’s Fellini's Our 
Town return to his seaside 
childhood home of Rimini, 
where everyone knows your 
name and minds your busi- 
ness, and where most, as 

if characters in a play by 
Chekhov, yearn for what 
they don’t have. It’s the 
19308, so a key episode in 
the movie is when every- 
body turns out in celebra- 
tion Fascist 


too.) Sully and his avatar are working with a 
scientific team headed by curmudgeonly Dr. 
Crace Augustine (Aliens alumna Sigourney 
Weaver, chainsmoking lieu acting) that’s 
trying learn about the native animist cul- 
ture order win the people’s “hearts and 
minds” and so make it easier to colonize them 
and exploit their resources. Needless to say, 
the reverse happens, as the Na'vi's bond with 


nature (they can access the spirits the local 


government. But the 
usually apolitical Fellini 
reveals, at night, the dark 
underbelly of the Fascists, 
who bully and murder 
those who don’t conform. 
Fellini’s humor? It’s sharp- 
est the Crosz gallery 
schoolteacher grotesques, 
weakest in the incessant 
balloon breasts and flatu- 
lence jokes, which are on 
the puerile level 
_Gerald Peary 


Margot ex- 
traordinary Venezuelan 
documentary, among the 
finest ever made, shared 
the 1959 International Crit- 
ics Prize at Cannes with 
Alain Resnais’s Hiroshima, 
mon amour and then disap- 
peared. Not until now, 50 
years later, has shown 


floral and fauna plugging their pigtails 
like hackers with a USB cable) wins over the 


in the United States. Be 
grateful that Araya is here, 
exquisitely restored 
print, with images 
struggling Venezuelan 
peasants luminous 
the Mexican photographs 
of Edward Weston. Araya, 


about the defenses their thousand- 
foot-tall “Hometree.” Quaritch has patience 
with the candy-ass eggheads just wants 


fry the blue asses. 


Will Semper Fi prevail over new-age 
awareness? What clinches the deal for Sully 
is Neytiri (Zoé Saldana), a Na’vi babe who's 
the daughter and has willowy body 
with the color and texture stick fruit- 


stripe gum. 


What follows should not come as a sur- 
prise to anyone who’s seen Dances with Wolves, 


forlorn peninsula 
Northern Venezuela, is 

a century-after-century 
Hades; the people all ei- 
ther downtrodden salt 
miners impoverished 
fishermen, inhabiting 
desert without water or 
vegetation, where each 
generation repeats by rote 
the dreadful existence 


AMARCORD The good old days were the bad old days. 


the robot-versus-alien showdown in Aliens) 
that Cameron has spliced together for this er- 
epic. for the eco-twaddle about nature 


versus technology, that doesn’t interfere with 


your mindless enjoyment the spectacle 
muuch the sour-looking visuals and the 
blurry 3-D effects. Nevertheless, Avatar might 
well be, some have speculated, the future 
movies this case, the longest, loud- 


est (James Horner with the 3-D equivalent 


the one before. Benacer- 
raf never alludes to the 
bosses far away in the cit- 
ies, those who profit from 
these eternally wasted 
lives. But this great mov- 
ie, reminiscent of Robert 
Flaherty’s Man of Aran, Luis 
Bufiuel’s Land Without Bread, 
and Hiroshi Teshigahara’s 
fictional classic Woman 
in the Dunes, does wonder 
aloud, via voiceover, about 
Old Testament 
pledge fruit-bearing 
trees the people 
earth. Not on Araya, the 
Land That God Forgot. 
_Gerald Peary 


DID YOU HEAR 
THE MORGANS? 

96 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + 
HARVARD SQUARE + 
SOMERVILLE THEATRE + 
CHESTNUT HILL + SUBURBS 
Just time round out 
Ten Worst Films list 
comes this witless and ex- 
cruciating rom-com from 


soundtrack), most expensive for video 
game ever made. © 


Marc Lawrence (Miss Conge- 
niality). you haven’t heard 
about the Morgans, their 
story will sound familiar 
pretty quickly. Meryl 
tedious and shrill Sarah 
Jessica Parker) and Paul 
(Hugh Grant, reduced to 
the twitching mannerisms 
broken marionette) 
Morgan, estranged 
Manhattan power couple, 
bump into murder scene, 
enter the witness-protec- 
tion program, and are sent 
Ray, Wyoming, about 
far from Starbucks 
you can get in the lower 
48. Will these city slickers 
learn something about real 
values while stranded 
big, empty red state? Will 
Lawrence mock both red- 
necks and greenhorns with 
equally unfunny results 
and then beat over the 
head with his fetishizing 
parenthood? And why isn’t 
there federal program 
protect people from wit- 
nessing movies like this? 
_Peter Keough 
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Just $75 for lift ticket, bus and Apres Ski Party! 
Only $35 with season pass... 
Ski and Party all day and still catch the Pats game! 


RENAISSANCE REALMS nothing else, the setting Assassin’s Creed nice break 
from modern cities and sci-fi dystopias. 


DEATH VENICE 


ASSASSIN’S CREED 
MACABRE ITALIAN GETAWAY 


_BY MITCH KRPATA 


January 15th-18th, $359 per person!! 
Lift tickets, lodging, and free lessons 
Featuring live music, special events and more... 


Look for our new website launching soon for easy Online Booking: 


sion objectives at all, it would still 

be worth playing, simply as an interactive 
travelogue Renaissance Italy. The stars 
the show are sterling renditions Florence 
and Venice, with a supporting cast that 
includes the lesser-known cities of Mon- 
teriggioni and Forli, and the lush Tuscan 
countryside. Whether the locations are ac- 
curate to within the inch is beyond my ken, 
but they feel as if they were. All the famous 
landmarks are presented and accounted for. as, uh, dodging. The game spends much 
This is a game world you'll want to spend time coming up with new things to teach you 
some time in. that forgets let you them. 

As open worlds go, this one is more con- Some of the side missions are enjoyable. 


CREED 
Male urination problems? 

Trouble starting your stream? 


Revolutionary new drug-free formula you regain your youthful prostate 
function you'll urinate less often and sleep through the night! 


Bor 


vincing than most. The streets bustle with 
activity, from town criers announcing tax 
increases wandering minstrels who bug 
you for a donation. It’s just nice to playa 
game that isn’t set modern 
city or a sci-fi dystopia. As the dex- 
terous assassin Ezio, you have free- 
running your primary means 

travel. seen this kind 
approach before — earlier this 

year in InFamous and Prototype — 

but the setting makes differ- 


- 
AssassinyS 


4 


When you reach a new city, your map is 
initially shrouded in fog — only by scaling 


towers for a look around can you fill in the de- 
tails. Climbing fun and intuitive once you 
realize how much of it is automated. 
After your character has grabbed onto 


something, you need only to push 
the control stick the direction you 


ing swan dive into a bale of hay. But 


want him go. The expansive views 
from on high are gorgeous, and from 
each tower you can do a vertigo-induc- 


A re you a man who has to get up once or more during the 
night to urinate? Do you sometimes have trouble getting 
your stream to start? Do you look for restrooms wherever you 
go? Do you ever worry that you won't be able to hold it in? If 
you suffer with these types of prostate problems, don’t give up 
hope because now there's good news! 


Introducing Prostalex Plus, the amazing new all-natural 
supplement for men that helps solve your urination problems, 
improve prostate function, and boost prostate health so you 
won't need to urinate as often, you'll enhance urination func- 
tion, and you'll finally be able to sleep through the night with- 
out any trips to the bathroom! 


Powerful new formula helps end your 
urination problems 
The amazing new Prostalex Plus drug-free supplement has been 


“I used to get up more than 6 times a night. Now | don't 
have to get up even once!” 


—Michael P. 


“1 almost had to quit my job as a truck driver, but 
now I can go for hours and hours without baving to 
look for a bathroom.” 

D. 


“All my urination problems—urgency, frequency, low flow, 
dribble—they're totally gone now!” 

—Jonathan S. 
If you want to regain your youthful prostate function, stop hav- 


ing to urinate all the time, and enjoy night after night of unin- 
terrupted sleep, Prostalex Plus is perfect for you 


ence. Go ahead, try to resist the g 
the Campanile San Marco, Even DURING 
so, some the trappings the PLATFORMING 


other missions are more cookie-cutter: 
races, beat-’em-ups, courier jobs. And 
most of them just delay your progress 
to the point at which the game will 


scientifically formulated to reduce your need to urinate by com- 
bating the natural growth of your prostate, which occurs natural- 
ly as you age and is the cause of most urination problems in men. 
Containing rare, high-potency, all-natural ingredients, the 
Prostalex Plus formula is unique because it not only stops your 


genre are unavoidable. travel 


SEGMENTS, 


long distances, you commandeera {OOK FOR 


horse it’s Theft Equus. 
At first, the action doesn’t 

measure up to the environment. 
Glacially paced, Assassin's Creed II 
saddles you with boring mission 
objectives and endless tutorials, 
plus repetitive side tasks that might 
well mandatory. Along the way, you 


learn new techniques and unlock new mis- 


sion types, but they feel less like upgrades 


PIGEONS 
INDICATE WHICH more about fighting secret war 


two factions, Assassins and 


SHOULD GO 


take off the training wheels. 
finally does, after way 
too long, the missions become 


Templars, and less about carrying 
things for people. Later on, 


type side quest becomes available 


in which you break into tombs to search 
for ancient armor. These models tight 
design are the best sections, self- 
contained levels that combine acrobatic 


constant need to urinate, it helps improve your ability to urinate 
(so you'll no longer have trouble getting your stream to start), 
and it helps you maintain a healthy prostate. That means, with 
Prostalex Phus you can enjoy the freedom of not having to search 
out a men's room wherever you go, enjoy the luxury of uninter- 
rupted sleep, and enjoy the peace of mind that goes along with 
having a healthy, youthful, optimally-functioning prostate 


Countless men are raving about Prostalex Plus 
Prostalex Plus is the safe, private, all-natural solution 
that’s giving men the results they want without drugs, 
surgery, or side effects. Just listen to what some of our 
satisfied customers are saying about Prostalex Plus: 


Call toll-free now for your risk-free trial 
Prostalex Plus! 

Contact your doctor or call the company directly toll-free now 
and you can get a risk-free trial of Prostalex Plus (sent to you 
in plain, discreet packaging). That way you can see for your- 
self how effective and powerful the Prostalex Plus formula real- 
ly is! Call toll-free now at 1-800-617-4514 


Call now for your risk-free trial: 


1-800-617-4514 


Prostalex Plus is also available at these fine stores: 


Longs 


and more like the restoration what should with stealth action. all 
have been yours to start with. After you’ve Assassin's Creed II had been like this, it would 
played Creed for eight hours— have been great. Instead, it’s like traveling 
longer than takes complete some far-flung destination: the journey takes 
games it’s still forcing you into tutorials long, you could lose interest the time 


| GNc Live Well. 


These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. Thrs product 1s not wtended to dhagnose treat cure or prevent any disease. 


where you learn such highly advanced skills 


you get there. 


Redefining the Winter Lif 


The Films and Costumes Edith Head 


Dec 


What will you find this time? 
BOSTON 


go uston 


gners, worked on more 
le moments. This series 


films including Catch Thief, 


www. mfa.org 


SIMPLE GIFTS 


REVELS TAKES BACK OUR ROOTS 


_BY JEFFREY GANTZ 


gift simple,” goes the 
beginning the Shaker hymn 

“Simple Gifts,” and it’s been taken to 
heart in the 39th annual production of 
The Christmas Revels (at Sanders Theatre 
through December 27). The theme this 
year America Shaker America, Ap- 
palachian America, African-American 
America, and Native American America. 
The special guests are traditional singer 
and clogger Suzannah Park, gospel singer 
Janice Allen, and flute player Leon Joseph 
Littlebird. “Staying home for the holi- 
days” is how the Revels folks explain it. 

And no one stays home like Revels. 
After music director George Emlen’s 
“An American Overture” (which weaves 
together “The Cherry Tree Carol,” “Chil- 
dren, Go Where I Send Thee,” “I Will 
Bow and Be Simple,” and “Go Tell It on 
the Mountain”), Littlebird speaks in the 
persona of Oglala Sioux chief Black Elk 
(1863-1950), who saw the Earth as a world 
of intersecting circles and hoops, with 
the Tree of Life at its center. This is a 
roots Christmas Revels, and trees are every- 
where. Littlebird nourishes an invisible 
one (or it? Shaker belief, the Tree 
Life visible the pure) center stage; 
later, a small evergreen (“Some things 
just forever”) brought out and 
decorated with homely ribbons and 
apples. For the second half of the 
show, a Tree of Life quilt is un- 
folded and displayed before being 
refolded into the baby Jesus’s 
swaddling clothes during “The 
Cherry Tree Carol.” The set it- 
self study basic wood 
and other materials: two 
small wooden cabins, 
one with a stone chim- 
ney, the other with 
stovepipe chimney, 
both leaning precariously; 
three or four clotheslines 
hung with wash; Shak- 
er-plain benches; a tin 
laundry bucket; a woven 
basket; a broom; a bellows; 
front, smithy. The perform- 
ers wear genuine American ap- 
parel: slouchy hats, bonnets, 
plaid shirts, vests, bandannas, 
aprons, with patches every- 
where. 

What’s gratifying is how 
the disparate roots grow into 
one tree. Littlebird starts 
off the second half with 
Navajo hunting chant; that 
leads straight into the Ab- 
bots Bromley Horn Dance, a 
Christmas Revels staple that, 
in the spooky twilight, 
almost looks like Hopi 
kachina ceremony. Berib- 
boned from head to foot, 
the Jonkonnu Boxing 
Day mummers resemble 
yucca kachinas. The 
Native American tom- 
tom that stands center 
the beginning 


beats out a 4/4 march rhythm similar 
to that of shape-note hymns like “Won- 
drous Love.” 

The first half anchored “Wicked 
John and the Devil,” an Appalachian 
Jack tale in which blacksmith Wicked 
John (Brian Claflin) uses the three 
wishes he’s granted by St. Peter (local 
favorite Bobbie Steinbach) derail the 
Devil, only find, when Death sets 
him free, that neither Heaven nor Hell 
will have him. The play 
the second half appropriately short 
and, apart from the unhousebroken 
horse, straightforward, with Revels’ 
Smoky Mountain Dancers clogging their 
way through the longsword dance that 
brings about the death of John Barley- 
corn. gags gimmicks are needed, 
not when you have Allen rocking the 
joint with “Children, Go Where I Send 
Thee” and Park with her nasal twang 
beaming like the bright morning star 
and the Roaring Gap Dancers and Cho- 
rus bringing willow-tree authenticity to 
“I Will Bow and Be Simple.” This is one 
of the best Christmas Revels ever. Go tell it 
on the mountain. © 


THE GOOD, THE 
BAD, AND THE 
REALLY BAD 
Bobbie Steinbach’s 
St. Peter checks 
out Wicked John. 


oe 


ANNIVERSARY WALTZ 
CAITLIN CORBETT DANCE COMPANY 


_BY MARCIA SIEGEL 


QUIET LINE/HILJAINEN VIIVA First it walked, then the patterns got more complicated, 


and finally thinned out again. 


Caitlin Corbett Dance Company, 

which was celebrating its 25th an- 
niversary at the Tsai Center last weekend, 
achieved another of its people-dance suc- 
cesses, a two-part series of one-minute 
duets featuring 36 big, small, awkward, 
suave, surprising, funny, and raring-to-go 
dancers and non-dancers of all ages. Cor- 
bett sent out a call for participants, who 
were to bring their own minute of music. 
She would do the rest. Together they cre- 
ated a miniature spectacle. 

You wouldn’t think there’d be much 
information the audience could extract 
from a one-minute dance, but Corbett’s 
choreography and the eccentric musical 
selections (Bach, Brubeck, cha-cha-cha, 
you name it), combined with the talents 
the performers themselves, yielded por- 
traits that were entertaining, touching, 
and not without rigor. Moms and their 
kids complemented each skills, 
occasionally with a glint of rivalry. There 
were cool teenagers and enthusiastic se- 
niors. One middle-aged couple had their 
disagreements; another lay down on their 
backs, as if to begin their daily calisthen- 
ics. One performer looked confident while 
her partner looked anxious. You could 
sometimes tell when a duo had a real-life 
relationship, but sometimes not. 

was caught the different 
ways solving seemingly simple game 
plan, it took me a long time to realize that 
these diverse individuals were sharing 
certain amount of movement material. In 
addition to incorporating the performers’ 
particular skills, Corbett had created little 
motifs that recurred and held the assort- 
ment together. You’d notice shaking-out 
wrist gesture when coincided with some 
musical fillip, and then see the same 
move a couple of sets down the line. There 
was a two-legged bouncing, fishtailing 
step that looked especially witty when two 
men did it side by side. A touching of your 
partner’s shoulder could tap shove 
cue change direction. the final 
duet, Ted Clausen and Jay Rogers made 
contact fondly; then, after a love poem by 


Clausen, they waltzed away in silence. 

In addition to Duets, Corbett premiered 
Quiet Line/Hiljainen Viiva, a dance for six 
women that she’d made during a resi- 
dency at the Finnish Theater Academy in 
Helsinki. Wearing black summer dresses, 
all different, Leah Bergmann, Jimena 
Bermejo-Black, Maggie Husak, Kaela 
Lee, Meghan McLyman, and Nicole Pierce 
almost walked through what could have 
been the dance’s basic movement mate- 
rial. They did low-key gestures, travel- 
ing moves, bends, and soft drops to the 
floor while tape heard the ambient 
sound of what could have been a depart- 
ment store, with an elevator operator an- 
nouncing the floors Finnish. 

Maggie Husak began a more agitated, ex- 
pansive dance in counterpoint to the others, 
who were revolving slowly in a contained 
line. One by one, the other women began to 
do Husak’s movement, gradually shifting 
the mood from leisurely pressured. After 
this transition, the dance went into high 
gear, to the irregular rhythms and steady 
pulsing of Steve Reich’s Six Marimbas. The 
movement and the interplay groupings 
and patterns all got more complicated. Then 
the music thinned out and stopped. The 
women were standing another line-up, 
and as Leah Bergmann backed away from 
them, we heard a baby crowing. 

The other new work on the program 
was Heart Starvation, a solo for Corbett by 
choreographer Peter Schmitz. The score 
for this, reinforcing Corbett’s panoramic 
taste in music, butted the Shirelles’ “Will 
You Love Me Tomorrow” up against Ca- 
mille Saint-Saéns’s plodding variation on 
the cancan, the “Tortoise” from his Carni- 
val of the Animals. In a lexicon that empha- 
sized inclinations, swings, and twistings 
the upper body rather than traveling 
or jumping, Corbett savored going into 
a new direction but then didn’t make a 
big point when she got there. this 
and all of her own choreography, she lets 
you know, simply and without imposed 
mimicry or melodrama, that there’s a real 
person dancing. 
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The highest rating awarded t air 


Art in 1942, they thought him the first 


stract Expre 


BY GR COOK 


&LUU 


“DAVID ARONSON: 
THE PARADOX” 


“HENRY SCHWARTZ: 
THE ETERNAL FOOTMAN” 


“GERRY BERGSTEIN: 
EFFORT SPEECH” 


eliers and Christ- 
iseurn of Modern 
Ab- 


ees at New York's 


sionist. 

But the Bostonians have come left 

of today’s art histories and dismissed as 
cials because their expressionist real- 
d not fit into the triumphant narrative 
stract art — particularly as it was made 
in New York. “I never delved into complete 
ism because it didn’t speak to 
nan experience,” Boston Expres- 
mry Schwartz explained last year. 
artz, who was born in 1927, died this 
past was decorative. Kokoschka 


>} 


ves for the pants.’ 
1e offic 


hod 


a fine-art Manhattan Pr 


king down art to its atomic essence — 


Go 


iromes t 


h the rise of 
y (who was featured at the 
titute of Contemporary Art this year) and 
surrealism” of lowbrow art, Boston 
m — which is on display in the 
v hwartz, David Aronson (born 
923), and Gerry Bergstein (born 1945) at 
‘ramingham’'s Danforth Museum of Art — 


looks more and more like an early example of 


a remarkably resilient movement. 
Despite being ignored and even discour- 


zed by New York-centered officialdom, the 


expressionist-realist strain kept sprouting 
across the country. It didn’t matter that the 
artists remained ignorant of kindred spirits 
ten path, or that histo- 


among related 


ct the dots 
n, say, Bos 
1ia. This art rer 


nts 


themselves received 
t it kept popping up 


s. Bu 
1 in isolated archipela- 


ionism bears similarities 
alist art of Ben Shahn, to the 
works of American Regionalists like Thomas 
Hart Benton and Grant Wood, and to Alfred 
Stieglitz’s circle of European-inspired Mod- 

S$ (especially Marsden Hartley) of the 
and "30s. But the influence of socially 
engaged German Expressionism — both indi- 


the encial 
to the social-re 


OOPS! Gerry masterly crafts- 
manship typifies where the expressionist 
impulse the 1930s has arrived today 


FOR SLIDE SHOW IMAGES 


EXHIBITS, 


ALTERNATIVE UNIVERSE 


BOSTON EXPRESSIONISM CONTEXT 


rectly and directly via German Expressionist 
Karl Zerbe, who came to Boston after being 
driven out of Germany by the Nazis — may 
its distinguishing characteristic. And that 
is what separated it from New York, which 
favored more apolitical French Cubism, Sur- 
realism, and Dada, with their focus on the 
formal nature of art. 

“David Aronson: The Paradox” is part of a 
Boston Expressionist retrospectives 


th 


ne 


Danforth. It showcases 23 works by 
the Sudbury painter, who was one of the 
with Bloom, Jack Levine, and Aronson’s 
teacher Zerbe. Aronson paints religious and 
mythic scenes, often shallow, stage-like 
settings. The Resurrection (1944), his finest work 
here, depicts tall, skinny, blue-black Jesus 
rendered in distorted perspective; he’s lying 
in a coffin and crowned with thorns. All is 
ashen except for the garland of glowing roses 
and the bright-blue musician angels floating 
around the body. What stays with you is that 
explosion color and Jesus’s fleshiness and 
serene, tender expression. 
The German influence on Aronson is most 
apparent in his 1947-’52 canvas Marriage at 
ana, a large busy scene of clowns and carni- 
val barkers that closely echoes the style and 
composition of German Expressionist painter 
Max Beckmann’s 1942 triptych Actors. Aron- 
son helped organize a large Beckmann exhi- 
bition at the Boston Museum School in 1946. 
Like Beckmann, he suggests stories in his 
symbolic scenes, but just what those stories 
might be remains elusive. 
As the years pass, Aronson’s scenes take 
on a soft, shimmering quality and his figures 
often assume curiously detached expressions, 
whether they're crowning Jesus with thorns 
dancing across banquet table. Characters 
in his 1958 painting The Golem have lumpy 
gold faces resembling masks sculpted from 
clay. The golem seems lie inside coffin 
smiling as a man — a rabbi? — floats in the 
air at left. Three individuals observe at right. 
A parrot flaps above the group. Aronson is 
still dealing with heroic mythic themes, 
but the urgency of The Resurrection has been 
pasteurized out. That corresponds with the 
way the air went out of the sails of Boston 
Expressionism general development 
that, in retrospect, one can’t help associating 
with Boston's becoming disconnected from 
the great art debates of the day. 
The nine paintings in “Henry Schwartz: 
The Eternal Footman” focus on his depictions 
classical-music concerts and self-portraits 
(mostly while listening to classical music). 
Born in Winthrop, Schwartz studied with 
Zerbe after Aronson, and he was a fiend for 
classical music, but he wrestled with his fa- 
vorite German composers’ anti-Semitism. He 
was most interesting when his conflicted feel- 
ings led subject matter like ghouls scant- 


NFORTH MUSEUM 


THE RESURRECTION David Aronson's Christ 
is indebted to the German Expressionism of 
Max Beckmann, whose work he helped exhibit 
at the Boston Museum School. 


ily dad women — or scantily clad women as 
ghouls. Orient Heights: The Spirit of Anne Frank Singing 
“Das Lied von der Erde” (1991) depicts a showgirl 
perhaps opera diva singing Mahler 
diamond tears drip down her face. Wraith-like 
racehorses charge her arm. Smoking chim- 
neys stand in a wreath upon her bosom, like 
apparition the Holocaust. 

“Gerry Bergstein: Effort at Speech” pres- 
ents gonzo paintings and drawings 
one of Schwartz's students. (More of the 
Cambridge artist’s work is at Gallery Naga, 
67 Newbury Street, through December 19.) 
The Danforth show starts off with 1980s al- 
legories of isolation symbolized by neon-lit 
telephones in vast, lonely bedrooms. By the 
‘gos, a canvas like Map #2 (1991) is resembling 
a jumble of Post-Its stuck on a wall. The parts 
seem to represent everything that’s on Berg- 
stein’s mind — doodles of fruit, a chopped- 
heart, telephone pole, slice pizza, 
bones, eyes, fingers, test tubes. 


Py 
4 
Califorr invisible to thgg director Katherine French has organized 
In the 1930s and "40s, Boston painters devel- gos, willing itself into existence. ae 
u all of it darkened by the shadow of the * 1 
It became known as Boston Expression- 7 
and it was “for a time the center of this line 


ORIENT HEIGHTS: THE SPIRIT ANNE FRANK SINGING “DAS LIED VON DER ERDE” 
Henry Schwartz struggled with his ambivalent feelings about German music and art. 


But the history art what’s most 
his mind, and it’s rendered with increas- 
ingly verisimilitude. Oops! (2001) 
painting made look like self-portrait 
cobbled together from patchwork doodles 
and art-history postcards stuck to a chalk- 
board. His hand holds paintbrush made 
paint thick cake frosting that seems 
have splashed white across the thing, 
were a parody of Abstract Expressionism. The 
title God” have been chalked the 
corners like orgasmic exclamations. 

Paintings from the mid 2000s show the 
artist wrestling with planets Towers 
Babel, as if sheer will could keep the world 
from disintegrating. Bergstein also as- 
sembles tour de force 3-D collages, like Art Broke 
My Heart (2009), a sculpture of a heart con- 
structed from art-history reproductions and 
images fruit and hummingbirds. Some- 
times photographs everything and then 
reworks the print-outs with paint. wish 
he’d take on a meatier subject than sam- 
pling art history, but his skill with painting 
and collage is riveting. 


The style of early Boston Expression- 

ism had echoes the haunted fig- 
ures whose flesh seemed wither before 
your eyes that Ivan Albright painted 
Chicago during the 1920s and the 
1950S, a group of dark expressionist real- 
ists dubbed the Monster Roster and in- 
cluding Leon Golub and Nancy Spero — were 
also active in the Windy City. In San Fran- 
cisco, the sunnier expressionist scenes of 
David Park and Richard Diebenkorn typified 
the Bay Area figurative school. 

Eccentric expressionist realism grew hot- 
ter, funkier, and funnier while offering ever 
more impressive feats traditional artistic 
skill the 1960s and with Chicago’s 
cartoony Hairy Who (Jim Nutt, Gladys Nils- 
son, Roger Brown, Karl Wirsum), Bay Area 
funk (Robert Arneson), and Haight-Ashbury 
psychedelia (Robert Crumb, Victor Moscoso). 


Since the 1970s, lowbrow’s mutant blend of 
comics, cuteness, pop, and painterly chops 
has flowered in California (Robert Williams, 
Gary Panter, Gary Baseman, Tim Biskup, Ca- 
mille Rose Garcia, Mark Ryden, Barry “Twist” 
McGee, Margaret Kilgallen) and inspired an 
international It’s received sig- 
nificant boost from the lowbrow magazine 
Juxtapoz, which Williams founded in 1994 to 
give this sort art its first regular national 
coverage. Over the past 15 years, folks like 
John Currin and Dana Schutz have become 
big New York working similar territory. 

In the ’90s, Providence became nation- 
ally influential for the psychedelic monster 
expressionist screenprinters and cartoonists 
affiliated with its Fort Thunder and Hive Ar- 
chive collectives (Mat Brinkman, Brian Chip- 
pendale, Jim Drain, Xander Marrow, Jungil 
Hong, Paper Rad); some of those artists even 
landed the Whitney Biennial. Boston, 
cartoony artists like Ron Rege Jr. clustered 
around Tom Devlin’s comics publishing 
house, Highwater Books, which helped lay a 
national groundwork for more artistically 
ambitious comics printed beautifully de- 
signed art books. (Disclosure note: Highwater 
has published my work.) 

Today, you might find descendants 
Boston Expressionism in Bergstein and in 
the visionary eccentric-realist art locals 
like Raul Gonzalez (at Carroll and Sons, 450 
Harrison Avenue, through December 20), 
Mary O’Malley, Elaine Bay, Resa Blatman (at 
Suffolk University Art Gallery, 75 Arlington 
Street, through January 17), Laylah Ali, Derek 
Aylward, Caleb Neelon, Ria Brodell, and Han- 
nah Barrett. Boston Expressionism lon- 
ger known that name it’s traded gloom 
and doom for sunny pop culture, and the art- 
ists themselves may have sense being 
its heirs. But that moody, eccentric strain 
expressionist realism continues thrive. 
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TIN DRUM 


THE TIN DRUM 
[DIE 


There are — and have always been — two 
es. There's the Crass who was 
and the Crass who was born 


sh Crass and the 

ss, the East German Crass 
an Crass, the Protestant 

ic Crass. There’s the 
narrates in the third (often in 
. There's the Crass who 


who's an artist 


ywright, poet, illus- 


until 2006, we all thought 

d into the Cerman army dur- 
ing World War Il and the Crass who, we now 
know, was actually drafted into the Waffen- 
SS, the combat arm of Hitler’s Schutzstaffel. 


Now there are two English-language Tin 
Drums. To celebrate the soth anniversary of 
the original publication of Crass’s first, and 
by far his most widely read, novel, Hough- 
ton Mifflin Harcourt commissioned a new 

n by Indiana Univers professor 
ll. The idea came from Crass 

5, in the spirit of his 1979 

g at Telgte, he gathered 
ig/Gdanisk. 

at was wrong with the 

undbreaker Ralph 
, who was the English-language 

for all of Grass’s novels until his 

992. That’s the question Mitchell 

ne asked him, and he answers 
in his “Translator’s Afterword.” 

ion, he claims (and fairly), 
vs Closer to the original’s syntax and 
ence structure and rhythm, breaking 

rules in English that Crass breaks in Cer- 
man. Thus, against Manheim’s “He was 
also the Formella brothers’ boss and was 
glad to make our acquaintance, just as we 
were glad make his,” Mitchell gives 
“He was also the Formella brothers’ boss, 
and was pleased, were pleased, 
meet us, to meet him.” Mitchell renders 
details (many them geographic) that 
would have meant little to an American 
reader 1961; also restores few pas- 
sages involving sex, and numerous specific 
left (as right), un- 


derlining the point that protagonist Oskar 
Matzerath, like his creator, is left-handed. 

For many, of course, the detail that 
counts is Grass’s (involuntary) member- 
ship in Hitler’s SS and his failure to tell us 
about that “crime” for more than 60 years 
while continuing in his self-appointed role 
as post-war Germany’s moral conscience. 
He revealed the truth, or at least the facts, 
in his 2006 memoir Peeling the Onion, and if 
that title didn’t undermine your confidence 
in your ability to see into the heart of an- 
other individual, now there’s a reminder 
in Oskar’s narration of TheTin Drum. Oskar’s 
father is German Protestant Alfred Matzer- 
ath — or it could have been Polish Catholic 
Jan Bronski. Oskar’s maternal grandfather, 
arsonist Joseph Koljaiczek, drowned while 
trying to escape his pursuers — that is, if he 
somehow escape and wind 
Greek tanker, or in Sweden, or, well, there 
were eyewitnesses who claimed they saw 
him in Buffalo, USA, as Joe Colchic, found- 
companies. 

Oskar is so scrupulous about giving us 
alternatives that it’s easy to take him at 
his word when he doesn’t. The key event 
TheTin Drum his decision stop grow- 
ing, and, on his third birthday, to throw 
himself down his family’s cellar stairs 
so that everyone will think the “ac- 
cident” has stunted his growth. 

No hint from Oskar that perhaps 

it was an accident. And even 

if the black Rottweiler Lux 

did sniff out the severed ring 

finger of the murdered Sister 

Dorothea, that doesn’t mean 

Oskar ever saw the woman he 

obsessed over face to face — what he told 
his friend Vittlar about Dorothea’s being 
Protestant and blonde and medium height 
and having irregular periods and liking 
sweets, that was just a story, right? Like be- 
ing in the Waffen-SS . . . 

The lesson Grass would have us all learn 
from TheTin Drum isn’t that Oskar is an unreli- 
able narrator — it’s that narration itself is 
inherently unreliable. In Grass’s next piece of 
fiction, Cat and Mouse, narrator Pilenz identifies 
himself as the cat and Mahilke, the outsider 
with the vaguely Slavic name and the 
oversized Adam's apple that a 
Teal cat once pounced on, 
as the mouse. But 
on the book jack- 
et — for which 


Grass, as always, did the illustration — we see 
fat cat with Ritterkreuz around its 
neck. Did the cat eat the mouse and appropri- 
ate its military decoration? Or is Crass’s meta- 
phor more complex than it looks? Those who 
have followed Crass as he jumped out of the 
fire and into the frying pan The Flounder and 
played musical chairs around the poets’ thistle 
in The Meeting at Telgte and chased his post-apoc- 
alyptic tail in circles in The Rat and followed 
the red-bellied amphibians about the 
tombstones in The Call of the Toad and rode the 
paternoster with Fonty and Hoftaller in Too Far 
Afield and crabwalked through Crabwalk know 
that, whatever else, he’s never simple. 

Then there’s the Black Cook, who steps 
out of TheTin Drum and into English for the 
first time. Manheim translated Crass’s 
“Schwarze Kochin” as “Black Witch.” 
Mitchell explains that “when the novel 
was first translated, there was no way to 
know the important role that cooks would 
continue to play in Grass’s later works.” 

And yet, cooks play important role 
Grass’s early works. In his absurdist 1957 play 
The Wicked Cooks, the five title chefs beleaguer 
a count for the secret of his “gray soup,” 
which would appear to be ashes (the kind 
that come from death-camp crematoria). In 
his 1960 poetry collection Cleisdreieck, Crass 
depicts a robust cook brandishing a spoon 
the page opposite “Cooks and Spoons,” 
and the poem itself, we’re not the bran- 


disher, we're the brandishee, curling up 

in the spoon — “because it was hollow and 
promised sleep” — on our way into someone 
else’s stomach. In “In the Egg,” from the 
same volume, “We live in the egg,” waiting 
hatch and hoping someone doesn’t crack 
into frying pan. Food TheTin Drum 
life and death. The courtyard children force- 
feed Oskar their soup spit and pulverized 
brick and live frogs and pee. His mother 
Agnes collapses after seeing the eels wriggle 
out of the black horse’s head on Good Friday, 
and then she gorges herself death fish, 
the cycle of eating and being eaten having 
grown insupportable. 

For Grass it’s all one, a recurring cycle like 
the endless loop the paternoster Too Far 
Afield. perpetually the Year the 
Rat, from the pair who take to the roof in 
his 1957 play High Water to the heraldic rodent 
that Racine futilely attempts to expunge in 
Gleisdreieck’s “Racine Tries To Change His Coat 
Arms” the title Christmas present The 
Rat— a novel in which Oskar’s grandmother 
Anna Koljaiczek, who was TheTin Drum’s 
starting point, celebrates her 107th birthday 
surviving nuclear blast. “The Eleventh 
Finger,” in Grass’s first poetry collection, The 
Advantages of Windfowl, becomes the 11th finger 
that Oskar dips into Maria’s moss; Gleisdrei- 
eck’s insurrectionist scarecrows become, in 
Dog Years, ancient Prussian gods dressed up in 
old SA uniforms. Grass obsesses equally over 

white (chefs and nurses) and black (nuns); 
he can’t separate red and white in 
the blood and snow of “Polish 
Flag” anymore than he 
can the interlocking 
chevrons the barrel 
of Oskar’s tin drums. 
But it’s always 
two, as well, as the 
wistful last line 
Dog Years —“Each 
bathed himself” 
attests. So it’s appropri- 
ate that we now have a 
second English version 
of Grass’s first novel. If 
it isn’t one, it’s the other. 
Perhaps. 


| 

in Gdansk. There’s the German Crass and 
the Crass who 
understands men and the Crass who doesn't 
women. There’s the Crass 

trator, sculptor, stonemason) and the Crass 
who's a politician (“Take my advice: vote 
SPD,” ends one poem). Most recently there’s 

Ce. a Astrology buffs will not be surprised to learn teas 
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#1 1/3/93 TWO GIRL 
SPECIAL IN BOSTON 
Best body massage 

and body shampoo by 
young Korean and Thai 
college sweet girls. In/ 
Out 24/7 
617-606-3733 


Open on holiday 


#1 1/60/93 EXIT 32 
AMAZING MALAYSIAN 
SWEETIES 
Hot body massage & 
body shampoo by young 

jaysian and japanese 

e sweet girls. Near 

North Gate mail. in/Out 
24/7 781-336-4223 


Open on the holiday 


#1 ASIAN RUB 


MASSAGE 

Young Girls For Full Body 
Rub. Rt. 93. Quincy. Exit 8. 
Appt. Onty 

617-347-3403 


#1 BEST BODY WORK 
MASSAGE 
Barely \egal girls. Female 
masseuses give to you 
great deep tissue massage 
and Oriental beauties 

th the softest touch 
bie expenence 

towel with every 

hour massage. Call 617- 
386-9997 in Braintree 


ASIA STAR BEST MAS- 
SAGE 


Near Chinatown. 


617-482-1098 


BEST ORIENTAL BODY- 
WORKS 
West of City, near 90/95. 
Wam-5 p.m 
> PRIVATE 


617-889-3500 


CHINESE GIRL 


Good Massage 


Quincy 


857-221-2363 


cc 

Massage by Asian girl, sexy 
& hot. 36C-24-36. Very 
pretty. 


Downtown Location. Cait 
for special hourly pricing 


No texts 
617-331-5020 


DISTINGUISHED 
CHOICE ASIAN MAS- 
SAGE 

Adorable, highly skilled 
beauties offer delightful 
relaxation. Private rooms, 
hot showers available, pri- 
vate off street parking. 70/ 
hr. South Shore location. 
617-212-6423 


GRAND NEW OPENING 
BEST MASSAGE 
MEDFORD 

Nice girl 

Asian Tuina 


617-820-6688 


GRAND OPENING 
MASSAGE 

Oriental beauties in 
Somerville. 
857-234-9016 


GREAT MASSAGE 
Accupressure and deep 
tissue massage 


Chinatown 


617-820-1897 


NEW! BONAN BODY 


WORK ASIAN TRADITION- 


AL MASSAGE 


781-324-6888 Maiden 


NORTH SHORE 
REVERE ASIAN BEST 


MASSAGE 
Nice beautiful Asian girs. 


Close to Revere Beach/ 
Blue line 


617-313-9081 


WEST QUINCY 
MASSAGE 


Very good massage for 
total body relaxation 


Open 7 days a week. 
Outcails also availabie 
617-447-8700 


HONEY 


Showgun Spa 


Asian Ladies « Dry Sauna « Body Scrub 
Escort Massage Out Call Available in Casino Areas Only. 


Oriental Therapeutic Massage 
Treat Yourself 

Open 7 days a week 10am- 10pm] 

Downtown Boston 
Call 


617-953-1962 


1031 Rt 32 Suite# 4&5 
Uncasville, CT 06382 


4 min from Mohegan Sun GY 


95 south - CT 32 Exit 84 | Take CT-32N Exit 84N/Norwic 
J Follow CT32/End at 1031 
Norwich New London Trnpk 


downtown spa 


385 south main st. 
open days week 10:00 


401.553.5800 


street & private parking behind 
building at $. Water St. 


drysauna body shampoo 
body relaxation 


Pleasant 


401-728-1700 Body Shampoo Body 
Open 9AM to 11PM 7 Days A Week + On Street Parking 


From Providence - Take Exit 28-Right off Ramp to Schoo! Street. Take 
Right at first light onto Division St. At 2nd light take Right on Pleasant St. 


From Boston - Take Exit 27- Take Right onte George St. First Right onto 
East Ave Ramp. Then First Right at Base of hili onto Pleasant St. 


88 Pleasant St. Pawtucket, RI Walk-Ins Welcome! 


NORTH MAIN STREET SPA| 


1185 North Main St. 
Providence, 02904 


401.453.6677 


MINUTES AWAY FROM EXIT 
OFF INTERSTATE 


SAUNA 
STEAM 
BODY RUB 
TABLE SHOWER 
www.northmainstreetspa.com 


Come treat your 
body right... 


Dry Sauna 


Body Shampoo 
Oriental Style 
Body Rub 


375 Admiral Street 
Providence, Ri 
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WANNA PLAY HARD 


on MORE 


# that sounds 


e ter gay guys. GO- Let's 
ere e. and have some fi 
- OLDER MARRIED 
CLEAN & DISCREET SEEKS SAME 


and hook up with a well-nung bla 


Box SEEKING YOUNGER GUY. 
at seetung mate. 18-24, who enjoys 
PLAYTIME frequent. awesorm w Obs 
Mate, <3. ¢ love as hae 
erotic positions. | m 
TOP GUYS ONLY 
Bort guy. Everett area. available 
¥ F a day reghts to a clear 
PREFER OLDER MEN oe scene guy 
who likes to get kinky Box 9¢ 
URN ME ON bg 
wees va host. Box 964: 
Box LET'S HAVE FUN! 
SEEKS BM BM. 55, 6". 2 seeking 
« ther panty wee 
LOOK ING FOR 
RELIABLE SLAVE a shift treak hen 
who Can takea good ne ew me in the assh“le Shoot the 
SPANKING OR MORE 
eos look Quys who are 
SO BIG C my 
SE EKING BOYFRIEND 
SEEKING WELL-ENDOWED TOP 


Need. you Can get 
know want. need 
2 are-tx 
to those in nesd. Box 
| CAN HOST xp22e 
— DOMINANT MISTRESS 
x men who 
NASHUA AREA My 
- eet my 5” heels and lick my 
es. it seserve it. y ece 
x MIDOLE- GAY qu 
NEW TO > THE SCENE ape lox 


w what you re wt 
: y with and adrrere HOW FAR DO YOU WANT TO GO? 
REALLY HORNY 
CURIOUS 
LOOKING FOR RELEASE 
dass ed and fit 
x ag ersatie t les | hav 
SEXY ADVENTURES a lot of toys we can play with Box 
wt SEEKING RHODE ISLAND CD/TV/TS 
J 3 ch B guy Rhode Isiand lootung for 
- e x55 we 39 r dressers, TVs or TSs. Leave m 
there. too Box 92561 (xe 4 a message’ Box 16562 (xp3/! 


MIDDLE-AGED GENTLEMAN SEEKS 
SAME 


LOVE TO BE F°CKED 
4° Drown/Dive. average Dur 
1g and gy 


ked Would like to meet somet 


ttom. loves s*chur 


10 have a good time with. Box 5 


TOP GUYS WANTED 


make pians for weekend 


8”. 178ibs, tight hole 

Seeking well-nu chsease tree 

jean. open-munded. junky. aggressive 
tops Box 96332 (xp! 

SAFE AND OISCREET 

Looking to service BYGMs. 40+. with 


inaved c"ck and bails a 


LINGERIE 


Lookung for a moe, clean, drscreet 
male on the 


ant side. I'm ioolung 


Jo some s bck aybe 
wea jene 91 (xp2/2 
YOU 
Mulb-racial maie. 5, wel werd 

spol a pe 


LOVE c cK? ME Too! 


YOUR 


NICE GUY 
Look:ng for stocky. smooth, submus 


© guys with nice butts who are into 


3 Spanked and more 


LOVE TO FOOL AROUND 


Middle-aged B 


guy. well-endowed 
round 


swmilar Box 


uncut. seeking ar to fe 


rai. seekir 
(xp2/19) 
NEED SOME RELEASE? 


Maile, 48. 6’. looking to hook up with 


somebody who needs a little release 
ve getting Mcked in the mouth and 


an who wears nylons. Box 


OCCASIONAL FUN 

Maile, 33, 168lbs, hiker and 
weight-trainer. in good shape. seek 
dominant man. heavyset a 


plus, with tus own place. Box 4226 


ioohung for some men out tnere 
who have ight balls and want to 
unleash them into my mouth or ass 
». Box 51711 (xp2/4) 
STRAIGHT-ACTING SEEKS SAME 
New Bedford area. 52. 185ibs. very 
k and taking 
you're interested’ 


clean, loves s"cking c 
t in the ass. C 
Box 41501 
SEEKING ORAL SLAVE 

Lookung for somebody to train as my 
oral slave. Balls, and ass. Box 
92651 (xp12/5) 


VERY KINKY 
35, 6'1", 170ibs, dark hair and eyes 
dle butt, hung, not, passionate 
Quy for raw. wid 
Party play with a hy wy. Want 
to have fun, get down and laugh! Box 
41101 (p1/8) 
START THE WEEK RIGHT 
top, 49. loolung for a bottom 
who really knows now to take it deep 
and swallow. Mondays only, you 
come to me. Taunton area. Box 92341 
(xp2/21 
CENTRAL CONN AREA 
Marned WPM, very Giscreet. clean 
D/D-free, bi-cunous and very inexpen 
enced, looking for male buddy, similiar 
traits, earty 50s, clean and discreet 
who wants to talk and explore our 
interests. | have a thick, long-lasting 
and love to watch porn. Box 
361 (xp2/10) 
SUB BOTTOM 
Marned BiWM, 5'9 
shaven up and dowr 


ng, hot 


Providence area. Box 54381 (xp2/15) 
IN SHAPE & HAIRY A PLUS 

urious WM, 54, 5°9", 175ibs 
ond/biue. athletic, straight-acting 
looking to orally please a patient 
clean, discreet maie, 45-60, on a regu: 
ar basis. Reciprocation optional. Box 
FEMININE co 

ove being on my knees with a c’ck 
nm my mouth. Very submissive. love 
to travel. | want to dress up like a 


le slut and have lots of fun! 


SEEKING NEW SEX BUDDY 
4e should be a top. 


ck or Latine 
ent a plus 1 


aved head, blue eyes. well-er 
m. Seeking clean, sexy, safe 
ease-tree top. Box 94441 (xp1/30) 


NO GAG REFLEX 

Bottom pig, loves to obey and s°c 
c*ck. I'm fit and like to work out. Box 
93341 (xp 12/17) 

WILD & KINKY 

Masculine guy. 35. dark/dark, goatee. 
6.5" cut, loves s*cking c*ck, hanging 
out, watching porn. Box 55621 (xp1/5) 
A QUICK FLING 

I'm looking to get s*cked off and have 
@ quick fling. Are you out there? Box 
91921 (xp2/7) 

SERIOUS REPLIES ONLY 

BiM, 6’, 170s, very sexual and open 
minded, seeks Bi, gay and cross 
Gressing males for sex. | like lots of 
foreplay. mutual oral and penetration. 
Box 42361 (xp1/12) 

CLEAN AND DISCREET 

BIWM, 49, medium build, straight-act- 
ng, loves to cross-dress in sexy linge- 
rie. Looking for other BIWM, 50+, with 
same desires, or who simply likes to 
watch a cross-dresser. Loves kissing, 
s*ching, f*cking and watching movies. 
end approves my desires 
Box 95161 (xp1/23) 

LOVE GIVING HOT BJs 

f you are 18-24 and enjoy 69 plea. 
sures and hot BJs, call this 36 year 
old, 170ib, 7" cut guy who loves to 
"ck on a smooth, hard c"ck.. Very 
discreet. Box 96091 (xp 1/27) 

WANT TO GIVE ORAL 

South Shore guy, married, just look 
ing to some Box 36931 
(xp12/15) 


Bi-CURIOUS 
Bi-curious male, 5°11", 18 
ned white man, easygoing, mo" 


the recerving end but wou! 
giving, hoping there’s someone out 
there. Let's meet and see where it 
goes. Box 96391 (xp2/6 
ORAL GRATIFICATION 
Marned BIPM, 50, 
free, seeks 
oral gratificaton. Central Mass 

Box 96431 (xp12/22) 

LET'S DO THIS! 

Hey guys! i'm easy, give me a shot! 
You won't be disappointed. Box 
96451 (xp1/5) 

ASIAN BOTTOM BOY 

Cambridge area, 6’. 180ibs, 6" cut 
average build, wants to get fcked and 
on some hot c"ck. Box 96481 
xp2/4) 

SEEKING OLDER TOPS 

Bottom, 38, looking for cider tops 
Love to service, oral play. Shaved 
head, goatee, above average build 
moderately hairy, 7" cut. Box 92132 
(xp2/23) 

HORNY ITALIAN TOP 

Looking for black, Asian, Middie 
Eastern and Latino p"ss ys. Must 
like giving me full-body massages 
while dressing up in panties, high 
heels and nylons. She-maies. br 
couples, men with wives or girlfnends 


weicome. Disease-free. available to 
meet reguiarly at your e. Box 
95222 (xp2/20) 

ALL TOP 

Light BM, 40, si 
for white, Asiar men, 18 


45. Love oral, giving and receiving 
Looking to party. Camb: 
Allston area. Box 51842 
NORTH SHORE 

7.5” cut, shaved, 57 years oid, 6 
195ibs, looking for someone who 

es to 69 and take it up the ass. Box 
AVAILABLE 24/7 

WSM, 41, 150ibs, 5'8". passionate 
looking for maie, age and race oper 
Alwa'/s available Versatile, passionate 
Can host. Box 78462 (xp2/19) 
OPEN-MINDED 

Male, 6°3", black/brown, 140ibs. 

cut, oral and open-minded, look 
some hook-ups. Call me! Box 6 
(xp2/22) 

DISCREET 

Well-hung WM looking for a guy. who 
wears dentures, for orai pleasures. Will 
travel for the right guy. Cail 
92902 (xp2/17) 

WAITING FOR YOU 

Mate, 6’, on the heavy side, look 
ing for somebody who wants to get 
his c’cked s"cked. | also like 
fcked in the ass. Box 423 
OLDER BOSTON GUY 
Masculine, muscular, clean-cut 
disease-free, seeks young, boyish 
smooth guy who would like to get 
‘some oral service, maybe more. Box 
87792 (xp12/21) 

HORNY AND ORAL 

Male, 6'3", 235ibs, 7" cut, open 
minded, looking to get my ass eaten 
and my c’ck s*cked. You must host 
Box 77512 (xp12/16) 

RAUNCHY 

Middle-aged gentleman into raunchy 
oral sex. Love s*cking, water sports 
and more. Box 92252 (xp12/21 
SOUTH SHORE FUN 
Male, 5°10", 160ibs, thin and trim, 
seeking a good top. | love all pos SIONS, 
and give great blow jobs. Box 11342 
(xp1/27) 

SOUTH EASTERN MASS 
Good-looking, masculine guy. 30s. 
brown/green, clean-shaven, biue 
collar, tattooed and pierced, construc 
tion worker type, on the stocky side, 
wants to hook up and talk to other 
guys. Box 95122 (xp12/28 


Box 


GENUINE BOTTOM 
Love s*cking and swallowing 
c’m. Also love to tz ake it up the ass 
Box 93342 (xp12 
MALE SLAVE 
Would like to perform for anybody 
Get in touch! Box 94792 (xp2/2 
LET'S PLAY 
Male, 48, 6"1", on the heavy side. 
looking to meet with people who just 
want to get their d"cks s"cked. | take it 
all down, lick the balls, and love hairy 
guys. If you end up f*cking my ass, 
that's fine! Box 92562 (xp1/14) 
MIDDLE-AGED WM 
150ibs, clean-shaven, non 
smoker, D/D-free, looking to explore 
some new things. Interested in B&D. 
having my ass explored, fisted and 
fcked. Box 94942 (xp12/12) 
LOVE IT BETWEEN MY LIPS 
Casual, discreet male, 6"1", 19, black 
haw, tight, slim build, Quincy area. 
looking for a man who would let me 
visit during the day or at night. I'd like 


to s*ck on a nice hard c*ck and maybe 


get s*cked off myself. Want to give 

anal. have never received but willing 

to try for the nght guy. Box 96222 
xp2/18) 

GODDESS 

Kinky goddess, 5°5", smooth com- 

plexion, long black hair, Native 

Amencan descent, into gothic lifestyle. 

seeking men who are into a mutual 

arrangement. Box 42252 (xp2/22) 

VERY HORNY BOTTOM 

Nearly virgin, good-looking, 5°10 
70ibs. looking to get my ass pound 


ed by a big c’ck that can shoot really 
far. Box 36591 (xp1/31 
TOP NEEDS SERVICE 
Top, 7 Cut, looking to be serviced 


completion. Give me a cail! Box 
91001 (12/21 

BE 60-70 

WM, 60s, 6°1"', dark hair, hazel eyes, 
240ibs, looking and fun or 
LTR. Will return all calls. Somerville 
Cambridge area. Box 71781 ( 14) 
ITALIAN STALLION 

italian, dark hair and eyes, 5’8” 
150ibs, moderately hairy, nicely hung 
Hit me up. Box 40971 (xp2/15) 
GOOD-LOOKING GUY 

6’, 185ibs. really good in bed. clean. 
shaven, hairy chest, toves getting oral 
fcking, using my fingers and toys and 
fists. Relax and let me get in there 
deep! Seeking fit, clean guy for fun 
Box 43041 (xp1/17) 

SUBMISSIVE CD 

Clean-shaven, smooth, 44, 6’, 220ibs. 
decent build, strawberry bionde 

clear complexion, loves to dress up 
Looking for friends for safe, clean, dis 
creet fun, watching videos and more. 
Qider men a plus. Box 17011 (xp2/14) 
NAKED FUN 

Maie, late 50s, 6’, 200ibs, smooth 
body, good looks, wants to meet 
another guy to hang out and get 
naked with. Box 77081 (2/15) 
OLDER Bi 

Married white guy, 6'1", 190ibs, 7° 
cut, wants to have fun with a hung 
black guy. Box 57471 (xp1/31) 
BUBBLE BUTT 

Latino guy in Boston, good-looking, 
160ibs, 7.5" uncut, looking for a guy 
who likes to party and play and s*ck 
c*ck. Box 84411 (xp12/12) 

OLDER MASCULINE BOTTOM 
Regular dude, 48, hairy, 7" cut, 
aggressive bottom, into making out 


s*cking and f'cking and getting s*cked 


and fcked. Call me! Box 94681 
(xp12/5) 

PHONE SEX 

Natick area male not looking for hook- 
ups or meetings, just some phone 


sex. I'm 6'3", 200ibs, moderately hairy 


body, thick 7.5", low-hanging bails. 
Box 90921 (xp2/15) 


866.4 


CREDIT 


PER MINUTE 


TOP GUY WITH A BUDDY warn water enema I 
Looking 
plus My place Years of expenence 
huge c’ck. Ring daddy up. you won't vet a 
Mamed WM. 46. 5°9". 150lbs, biack 
| me to complebon. Box 
fei 
7 
role play. 9 
Nece 
Nes : 
BLAST OFF : 
; 
Record your own FREE and retrieve your CUSTOME 


_HOME THE 

BEST SELECTION 
THE GUARANTEED 


LOWEST PRICE 


Other Guitar Center 


30/30 
day Price and 
Guarantee 


15% Discount with 
corporate 7-10 days Trade coupon. 


Price Guarantee Guarantee 


Repairs In-store techs most locations 
shop waiting many cases 


issued from 


Check cut store! 


Guitar Center Guitar Center Guitar Center Guitar Center Guitar Center 


258 Daniel Webster 1245 Bald Hill 198 Maine Mall 1255 Boylston 120 Andover 
Nashua 03060 Warwick Portland 04106 Boston Danvers 01923 


Guitar Center Guitar Center Guitar Center Guitar Center Guitar Center Guitar Center 


321-C Speen 1505 Washington Worcester Boston Post Hale 145 Wolf 
Natick 01760 N.Attleboro 02760 Providence TPK Orange 06477 Manchester 06040 Colonie 12205 


Millbury 01527 -799- -648- 
508-399-0000 508-865-3573 203-799-0233 


q 
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CONCERTIZING 


JOHN HOLLENBECK PLAYS NEW EVE! PLUS, THE REMPIS/ROSALY DUO 


JON GARELICK 


©} hen I reach John Hollenbeck by 
phone, he’s on a sojourn typical of 

the modern itinerant composer — a week- 
long teaching residency. In this case, he’s 

at Towson State University, Maryland, and 
his classes run the gamut: composition, 
improvisation, coaching student ensembles, 
aying with his band 
et. And he says he’s sur- 
ed to have been 
s First Nigt 

us, we're not used to New Year's Eve gigs.” 

Although Hollenbeck seems unaware 
that First Night usually encompasses clas- 
sical and jazz, his point well taken. 
Those “guys like us” tend to be players and 
composers with a jazz background and an 
uncategorizable experimental streak. Like 
their classical brethren, they fall under the 
rough rubric of “concert music.” 

Hollenbeck, who's 41, studied percus- 
sion and composition at the prestigious 
Eastman School of Music in Rochester and 
since then has worked all manner of jour- 
neyman gigs. (He's the younger brother 
of Boston percussionist and composer Pat 
Hollenbeck.) But it’s as a composer that 
he’s come into his own, leading and play- 
ing drums the Claudia Quintet and his 

rge Ensemble. He likes cyclical rhythmic 

patterns the minimalist mode Philip 
Class and Steve Reich, jazz harmonies, un- 

onventional instrumentation, all manner 
of world-music colors, “classical” orchestra- 
tions and structures. The Claudia Quintet 
boasts vibes, accordion, and clarinet in the 
front line. Hollenbeck typical genera- 
tion fluent several traditions and willing 
to work in them all — simultaneously. 

In the past, I've been put off by the 
driven, obsessive nature of some of his 
work his single-minded pursuit 
compositional idea. There’d be no conven- 
1“swing” to offer relief, no bravura 
ovised solos, just a perfectly syn- 

chronized musical engine grinding away. 
It had a take-it-or-leave-it quality that I 
found easy to leave. 
But this year’s Large Ensemble album, 
Eternal Interlude (Sunnyside), reawakened me 
to Hollenbeck. The rhythmic cycles again 
drive the pieces, but they’re layered in 
multi-hued arrangements, from low brass 
to high reeds and flutes, and informed with 
a new expansiveness and lyricism. There’s 
nore command of harmony and color, 
tension and resolution. “Foreign One,” a 
dense reworking of Thelonious Monk’s skit- 
tery theme “Four in One,” breaks open for 
bruising tenor solo. “Perseverance” 
sprawling (17:45) concerto for three saxo- 
phones. And “Eternal Interlude” that 
“still center the turning world” that’s 
rich with unfolding detail. The expansive 
lyricism is pervasive, even amid the spo- 
ken-word recitation of “Cloud” (by band 


singer Theo Bieckman), with its backing of 
brass chorale. The album is, by any mea- 
sure, a major achievement. 

Hollenbeck tells me that the creation 
the Claudia Quintet began with his 
search for something different — a depar- 
ture from his jazz roots. Over the years 
and through gigs, met accordionist Ted 
Reichman, clarinettist (and tenor player) 
Chris Speed, and vibist Matt Moran. “I'd 
never heard front line clarinet, ac- 
cordion, and vibes. I'd heard clarinet and 
vibes, and clarinet and accordion, but not 
that. liked from the very beginning.” 

Unlike most jazz composers, who es- 
sentially write for their bands, Hollenback 
works like classical composer, writing 
pieces on commission. Five of the six piec- 
es on Eternal Interlude were commissions, 
and the pieces bring Boston were 
written commission for his proposal 
to the Doris Duke Foundation’s Chamber 
Music America program for the Claudia 
Quintet with pianist Versace. 

But that’s a special circumstance, he 
says. In most cases, the commissioned 
composer is “like an architect, and you 
have client.” The commissioning agency 
might determine the length and instru- 
mentation piece for specific pro- 
gram, even in one case a title. “Sometimes 


people just say, ‘I really like that piece you 
wrote; write another.’ But I don’t mind at 
all someone giving all that informa- 
tion. The title bit much! But it’s great 
know what kind program it’s going 
be played in, where it’s going to be played, 
going play it. There are fewer 
decisions that you have to make, because 
they’ve been made for you. But it can also 
help you make decisions.” 

So “Foreign One” was on a program of 
Monk pieces for the Scottish National Jazz 
Ensemble. “I took it a little too far. It was 
supposed arrangement the tune, 
and first the actual tune wasn’t there 
all. took the piece and kind dissected 
much that became its own piece what 
some people would call recomposition.” 

“Foreign One” and “Perseverance” 
were written for jazz ensembles, but 
“Eternal Interlude” was written for wind 
ensemble without much experience 
improvising. Which okay with Hollen- 
beck. former student composer and 
trombonist Bob Brookmeyer, he’s happy 
write for soloists not. the drum- 
mer in Brookmeyer’s big band, he’s used 
to playing pieces with no improvised solos 
at all. Brookmeyer’s general dictum, says 
Hollenbeck, that “you keep writing and 
writing and writing until you come the 


ABSTRACT TRUTH 
Like action painters, 
Rempis (right) and 
Rosaly understand the 
relationship mark 
ground. 


point where there has solo.” 

He continues, “I think that after years 
of listening to jazz where it’s very clear 
where the written part and the impro- 
vised part, I’m just trying get away from 
that. To me, when you don’t know as a 
listener whether it’s improvised com- 
posed, that’s fun place be.” 


“Paint paint.” That’s what told 
Dave Rempis was propelling 
big swaths sound out his baritone sax 
the Lily Pad week ago Wednesday. The 
Chicago-based Rempis — who usually shows 
up in these parts in the Ken Vandermark 
5 — was in the midst of a two-week tour 
with drummer Frank Rosaly support 
their new Cyrillic (482 Music). The CD is di- 
vided into seven discrete tunes, the longest 
minutes, but the Lily their 
was 40 minutes without a break. They 
kicked off with Rempis on alto, an upward 
melodic gesture long tones against fast 
free pulse from Rosaly dry, snares off, and 
only spare cymbal splashes here and there. 
Rempis whipped thicker, long clusters 
notes riding atop Rosaly and then broke 
down into shorter fragmentary phrases, and 
Rosaly thinned out into clatters along his 
rims and cymbal edges. Rempis dropped out 
and Rosaly clattered along not too loud, 
still nice and dry. Then Rempis broke out his 
bari and established five-note rhythmic 
motive, moving around the big horn, 
from deep middle register and then to- 
ward altissimo with broad clotted gestures. 
words Jeffrey Tambor the critic Clement 
Greenberg Harris’s film Pollock. There 
representation just paint. Or, this 
case, just sound. Rempis and Rosaly didn’t 
play steady meter all night, and they only 
flirted with chord changes and song forms. 
(With not even a bass, it was hard to get a fix 
harmonies.) But the music swung hard. 
They built those broad gestures from rhyth- 
mic motives, and at their best, they could get 
you nodding along, get your body moving, 
surely Count Basie could get you tap your 
foot Metallica can get you nod. Textures 
thickened and then thinned though Ro- 
saly mostly stuck the dry, snare-less drum 
sound. Rempis moved from alto baritone 
tenor and back again, filling the small room 
with ferociously controlled articulation, tim- 
bre, and pitch. This was free music, but also 
deliberate, disciplined. And like the action 
painters Greenberg wrote about, Rosaly and 
Rempis were acutely aware of the relationship 
of mark to ground, sound to silence. 
For another 40-minute set, Boston pia- 
nist Pandelis Karayorgis joined the duo. 
times, the free-running single-note 
patterns his left hand acted bass. 
But avoided chording too many harmo- 
nies, content run lines tandem with 
Rempis, playing call-and-response short 
phrases, dripping his own brightly col- 
ored skeins the canvas. 


JOHN HOLLENBECK AND THE CLAUDIA 
Free with First Night button [$18] 
www.FirstNight.org 


a 
MADE TO ORDER Hollenbeck’s Large Ensemble disc is a major achievement. 
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BRING THE TRAUMA 


FANFARLO ADJUST THE ROAD 


MICHAEL BRODEUR 


VAN RATS have been touring the old-fashioned way, but they snagged their 


label going the Radiohead route. 


Even with the new order completely 
renovating the rock biz, some things 
have to be done the old-fashioned way. And 
after having their asses duly kicked by the 
old-fashioned way this past month, the five- 
piece London orchestral-pop combo known as 
Fanfarlo are eager to be done with this, their 
first US tour (which comes toT.T. the Bear’s 
tonight). It’s been a doozy. 

In Portland (Oregon), they had their van 
broken into, losing a laptop and a passport in 
the process. Near Reno, the highway patrol 
had to save them from sliding down a snowy 
mountainside. In stormy Texas, they spent 
hours on the highway dodging jackknifing 
trucks. They’ve suffered equipment failures 
and had to cancel shows (sorry, Montreal and 
Toronto); they even managed to leave their 
drummer Amos at a service station. (What 
they thought was him the back seat was 
actually pile blankets.) But more than 
gasoline or burritos, what fuels any young 
touring band with stars in their eyes is a sick 
desire for more: more dues paying, more ad- 
versity, more punishment. 

“We battle on!” affirms bassist (and long- 
time Fanfarlan) Justin Finch. traveled 
10,000 miles so far, and we're not done yet. 
This what it’s all about, though, 

Of course, it hasn’t been all hardship and 
peril this time out. The band were thrilled 
to see the Fleet Foxes in attendance at their 
Seattle show. Venerable elder indie-rock 
tunesmith Thax Douglas immortalized them 
verse. And they experienced their first-ever 
snowball fight. Plus, they’ve been delight- 
ing the moth-nibbled sweaters off fans they 
didn’t know they had all over the States. 

Chalk that the new way doing 
things. After spending chunk 2008 
Tarquin Studios Connecticut with produc- 
Peter Katis (best known for 
recordings from the likes Interpol and the 


National) and issuing a handful of singles 
on a handful of small labels, the band 
went Radiohead and posted their debut 
album, Reservoir, for a suggested donation. 
Although this new-fangled formula itself 
is hardly a foolproof way to launch one’s 
band (endless drive space and bandwidth 
are, after all, no match for finite interest), 
it helps when said band make music that 
distills and refines the best elements of 10 
overstuffed years of orchestral pop. And 
that seems to have done the trick, landing 
them Atlantic imprint Canvasback. 

Less chest-rending than the Arcade Fire, 
less precious than Decemberists, less experi- 
mental than Efterklang, and less. . . Sufjan 
than Sufjan, Fanfarlo offer a hard-to-resist 
halfway point between every extreme of the 
burgeoning orchestral-pop sound, never 
resorting histrionics resting the 
assumption that more more. Standout 
single “Drowning Men” trails singer Simon 
Aurell’s tremulous croon through chug- 
ging guitar-pop expanse before melting into 
Cathy Lucas’s sweet violin and then drift- 
ing off atop singing saw and twinkling 
glockenspiel. “I’m Pilot” stomping 
emo-chantey that wouldn’t sound out of 
place pub Beirut album. It’s all 
very lovely, lush and light. 

“And it’s a lot different live, a lot more 
energy loud band, really,” Finch 
assures me. After all the bullshit this 
trip, don’t be surprised if they’re a little 
louder than usual — if touring is trauma, 
shows are therapy sessions. “That’s when 
we're happiest, playing the gigs. The shows 
make it all worth it.” © 


FANFARLO FREELANCE WHALES THE 
PAINTED LIGHTS TT. the Place, 
$10 617.492.BEAR www.ttthebears.com 
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CUDDLE MAGIC CONNECT THE DOTS 


JONATHAN DONALDSON 


Things aren’t always what they’re 

called know that flying fish 
don’t fly and starfish aren’t even fish. As 
for the experimental chamber-folk en- 
semble Cuddle Magic (who come Lizard 
Lounge tonight), well, they aren’t very 
cuddly. You can forget the heart-on-note- 
book indie cuteness suggested their 
name — the Brooklyn/Philly nine-piece 
are more evocative the sorts pursuits 
that might lead to cuddling. Like the din of 
a jazz club at half past whiskey, the creep- 
ing soundtrack suspense thriller, 
dreams of travels in distant lands. 

Yet Cuddle Magic’s random spontaneity 
is part of the plan. “There was this crazy 
mathematical graph paper all around 
and all around my room,” says composer 
and multi-instrumentalist (guitar, ukulele, 
bass, vocals) Ben Davis. He’s describing the 
experience of writing “Content Contempt,” 
from Picture, Cuddle Magic’s forthcoming 
February sophomore release. Putting his 
New England Conservatory smarts use, 
Davis took a 660-beat cycle and tried to tum 
into composition that didn’t sound 
had been based graph paper all. 
The result sounds like the creation of self- 
taught musicians wandering into new ter- 
ritory. A contemplative piano theme is met 
by a fleet of recorders, a rickety banjo, and 
droning violin and those are just the 
more recognizable Were not 
for the more familiar indie touchstones of 
Davis’s own laid-back, layered vocals and 
the hesitant post-rock drumming, could 
veer into modern chamber-music territory. 
But like much Cuddle Magic’s repertoire, 
“Content Contempt” something that can 
connect with both music heads and those 
who gut alone. 

It wasn’t always graphs and oblique 
compositional concepts for Davis. sec- 
ond-generation musician, began his 
“career” as a child writing songs with his 


brother Tim (who Cuddle Magic’s main 
lyricist) and his father, Peter, regionally 
renowned upstate New York multi-instru- 
mentalist. While plying the family trade 
performing traditional pre-bluegrass 
contradance music with his father, Davis 
heard something intricate and fascinat- 
ing traditional folk that lot listen- 
ers seem miss. puts it, “Folk mu- 
sic has lot crooked aspects it.” 

Davis went on to New England Con- 
servatory, connecting these crooked dots 
between academic music and traditional 
folk and world musics, and eventually 
met co-composer and fellow multi-in- 
strumentalist Alec Spiegelman (clarinet, 
flute, guitar, vocals). Davis and Spiegel- 
man, who both also play with Boston 
singer-songwriter Miss Tess, then began 
pulling together the multitude musi- 
cians who would contribute to Cuddle 
Magic’s debut disc in 2006. 

As opposed to a studio project, where 
players and songwriters are brought in as 
hired hands, all nine Cuddle Magic par- 
ticipants have roles that are essential. The 
band can from Lambchop-esque cin- 
ematic sprawl West African-flavored 
groove (Davis recently spent three months 
studying music in Mali and Ghana) in 
the shake of a baton. Those who enjoy 
music with a bit more focus might be dis- 
tracted — Cuddle Magic do like to change 
horses midstream. But if you’re drawn 
to more precocious music, the rewards 
are many. Says Davis of their audience, 
“People can feel the tension being built, 
like the plot movie.” And you are 
inclined, you can grab some popcorn and 
find someone to cuddle with. ® 


JOY KILLS SORROW CUDDLE 
Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
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TEN-YEAR GLITCH 


MAJOR DECADE FOR MUSIC MINUS THE MUSIC 


DAVID THORPE 


0) It boggles the mind that as recently 

decade ago, you wanted hear 
“Knockin’ da Boots” by H-Town (and you did, 
believe me), have perform primi- 
tive prayer ritual: you'd call some creepy guy 
with really deep voice and beg him play 
it, then wait by your radio for an hour in 

the hope that he’d answer your plea. Now, 
anyone with a computer and half a brain can 
listen to practically any track in existence, 
instantly and for free. Over the past 10 years, 
the music industry has fully transitioned to 
the honor system, and, no surprise, it’s all 
come crashing down. 

If you’re over 10 years old, it probably 
goes without saying that this was the decade 
when everything changed. Not since sheet 
music gave way phonograph records has 
the business of producing, distributing, and 
consuming music been so thoroughly trans- 
formed, and it all happened in a dizzyingly 
short time. Artists can effortlessly collaborate 
across thousands of miles. Major artists are 
ditching labels favor self-releasing. A&R 
types are trawling social-networking sites 
instead clubs. The top music retailer the 
USA — if you should choose to pay for your 
music, like some kind of Boy Scout — doesn’t 
even exist in physical space. 

Meanwhile, new technology and declin- 
ing record sales are persuading artists to 
prostitute themselves in ways we couldn’t 
even have imagined years ago from 
band-branded Guitar Hero video games to 
Snoop Dogg’s voice guiding TomTom GPS 
systems, we’re entering a brave new world 
of selling out. In another decade, the line 
between pop music and consumer products 
may become blurred that 
able tell Lady Gaga from waffle iron. 

Unfortunately, the world grew busier 
with all this futuristic upheaval, hardly any- 
one remembered make decent records. 
seems the most creatively forward-looking 
releases came near the decade’s start: Out- 
Kast’s Stankonia, Radiohead's Kid A, Primal 


; 2 Scream’s XTRMNTR, and even the Strokes’ 


SWITCH HITS Magic can from Lambchop-esque cinematic West 
African-flavored groove the shake baton. 


IsThis (which was forward-looking its 
backward-lookingness). But then we were 
visited with the twin ills of the miserably 


failed post-punk revival and the endlessly 
tedious freak-folk orgy, and the decade all 
but sank out view under the weight its 
pretensions. 

Oh, and in 2003, one of the boot- 
knocking dudes from H-Town died in a car 
wreck, I think that’s where it all started 
wrong. 

The albums-of-the-decade lists are 
now trickling out, and they’re pretty de- 
pressing. The Top 200 from Pitchfork 
admirable for its scope but so laden with 
forgettables that you suspect its compre- 
hensiveness overreaches the decade’s ac- 
tual merits. When a list has also-rans like 
Andrew WK and Bloc Party propping up 
the backside, it might be time to redefine 
the perimeters. NME’s Top 100 is similarly 
padded out with mediocrity, but at least 
there are some laughs those wacky Brits 
are still pretending to like the Streets and 
Arctic Monkeys. Entertainment Weekly’s Top 
downright hilarious Sasha Fierce? Are 
they fuckin’ with us? 

Although the ’oos weren’t exactly a to- 
tal waste, I suspect they’ll be remembered 
more for the technology than for the mu- 
sic. We moved from the Discman to the 
iPod, from Napster iTunes and Lala, 
from Kid A to — well, nowhere, really. 
(Funny that I should hold that lugubri- 
ous beepfest the pinnacle 
progress didn’t even like it. preferred 
Radiohead with tunes.) 

But let me cast aside my lovable trade- 
mark pessimism and offer hopeful 
glimpse the future: the fall the mu- 
sic industry already leading greater 
independence for artists. Big acts like 
Nine Inch Nails are free to release records 
beholden to no label, and some acts — like 
the nose-thumbingly illegal Girl Talk 
have fully realized that they can what- 
ever the fuck they want. For now, we just 
wait for the message catch the 
medium. The new order pop soon 
come into its rebellious teenage years, 
and I hope it goes apeshit. © 


DAVID THORPE dthorpe@phx.com 
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GOING DOWN 


ONE LAST FLING WITH THE ELEVATOR DROPS 


BY MATT PARISH 


ptive meeting with a label big shot 
be their demise isn't all 
to understand: the Drops were a 
nd in a decade when everyone 
d down and rocking hyper-sensi- 


y loved bullshit. 


calmTuva 


innred 
and adopted 


sci-fi aliases. Cui- 


Scott 


ir appearances 
wer Records for a 


anc him yching 
and once bum-rushing T 


which Hager says was full of “furniture 

piled up floor to ceiling, garbage, and used 

condoms”) after wearing out their welcome 

at other clubs. They were kicked off one 

tour after Coolkasian plastered headliner 

Blur’s tour bus with Oasis bumper stickers. 
Now, after a 10-year absence, they're 


NO 


CELLARS 
STARLIGHT 


ing one-off reunion show this Friday 
the Middle East downstairs. “It’s sort 
like when you hear those cicadas outside 
in the summer,” says Coolkasian from his 
home Dover, New Hampshire. “They 
just know when it’s time to start making 
noise again.” 

The trio and Fitts from 
Newton, Hager from Holliston — started 
playing together around 1992, string- 
ing together disembodied glam melodies 
and fragments of psych-pop 
through short-attention-span 
engineering and old keyboards 
they snatched up wherever 
they could. “It was a good time 
to be into synths,” says Hager, 
since moved front 
a solo Garvy J project and make 
a living as a producer (working on the new 
Devo record this year). “You could buy any of 
them for cheap, since no one else wanted to 
have anything with the ’8os.” 

Meanwhile, Goolkasian developed a 
singular howl that falls somewhere in 
among David Bowie, Wayne Coyne, and 
a helium-loaded Gene Ween. In signature 
disco-daydream jams like “Snow” and “Be 
a Lemonhead (Beautiful Junkie),” his voice 
throws tantrums with unhinged whines and 
pouty croons that stomp all over the shim- 
beds guitars and electronics wob- 
bly platform shoes. And they were always 
providing new, weird contexts throw his 
voice into, from the Blondie throb 
mental Love” to the sleaze punk of “Drop 19 


DRESSED KILL “We wanted like Kiss they could 
actually write songs,” says Drops singer Hager (rear) 


(I Want To Be A),” one of a long line of jabs at 
rival local bands the Drops never could resist. 
They once booked a show at the Middle East 
as “Letters to Leo” and nearly sold the room 
out Cleo fans who thought was typo. 
They networked their way into deal with 
Arista imprint Time Bomb, which in 1996 re- 
leased their first full-length, Pop Bus, skewed 
masterpiece of scattershot pop that can hardly 


MP3 the Week 


JESSE DEE, “UNDERNEATH THE CHRISTMAS 


Jack Younger's venerable Allston hideaway has given Boston many treats over its 10- 

year existence (artists from Eli Reed to the Black Clouds to Tulsa to the Tampoffs have 

tracked there), but A Very Basement 247 Christmas might be his greatest gift yet: a 

front-to-back album of all-original Christmas music that doesn’t suck reindeer balls 

: M.G. Lederman’s woeful dirge (“The Worst Christmas Ever”) is a grim but lovely foil 

for Graham jolly “Jesus and and tracks from the Coffin Lids, the Big Big 

f Bucks, and the Ramblin’ Souls suggest that “Christmas spirit” is just a fancy way of 

j saying Wild Turkey. Of special note is jesse Dee's marvelous ghost of Christmas past 

' “Underneath the Christmas Tree,” which balances its austere old-soul sound with a 
coolness as fresh as the first snow. Go to thePhoenix.com/onthedownload to down- 
load “Underneath the Christmas Tree.” or hear it on New England Product, this Sunday 
night from 11 pm to midnight on WFNX 101.7 FM 


get through song without 
jumping ship after the first 
chorus. For all the antics 
they inflicted the public 
during their time, their 
recorded work still stands 
the best reminder how 
carelessly strange they were, 
even when one was look- 
ing. But things eventually 
fell apart. “We were the ex- 
periment for the label,” says 
Hager. “The radio guy and 
the promo person had never 
worked in the music busi- 
ness before. It was that kind 
thing. could tell.” 
the time the label was ready 
to let them go, it was too late. 
“It was my fault,” says 
Goolkasian. just and 
left them Texas. woke 
one day and decided I want- 
Post-break-up, two more 
CDs surfaced — the odds- 
and-ends collection Epidose1 
(Archenemy) and the proper 
full-length Commuter 
(On Off) — but otherwise 
the trio have gone their 
separate ways, leaving 
trail weird wreckage and 
shrugged-off could-have- 
beens behind them. “We 
were pranksters and pretty self-sabotaging,” 
says Hager. don’t think could have 
done it any other way.” © 


THE ELEVATOR DROPS + BON SAVANTS + COUNT 
ZERO + WALTER SICKERT & THE ARMY OF BRO- 
KEN TOYS | Middle East downstairs, 480 Mass 
617.864.EAST or www.mideastclub.com 


PHOENIX BOOTY 


ADVISORY 


This season isn't 
gonna wassail 


DECEMBER 17 DECEMBER 18 DECEMBER 19 DECEMBER 20 DECEMBER 23 
INSIDE GUT HOLIDAY OMFG HUG MERRY 
MAKE IT NEW CELEBRATION @ Good Life @ Enormous Reom TECHNO 

@ Miodiesex @ Great Scott X-MUKAH 


Klink Recordings co- 
honcho Grant Aaron 
(a/k/a Inside Out) makes 
a fare visit to Boston to 
drop a couple of hours of 
wild ‘n’ tidy white-kquck- 
led techno. Resident 
Make It Newers Volvox 


Keep your Saturday night 
classic by hitting the no- 
way-it's-not-gonna-be-fun 
holiday party of the week 
Djs Ken and Michael V spin 


of new wave and Britpop; 
then the New Collisions hop 


In the tradition of “It’s 
the jumpoff?”, 
Fang-Banger!”, and 
Can Haz Food!” the 


6 = 


motiey pile-up of Kar dr 

matloop and jocal booty- scious 
from the Pill’s renowned pile mongers Sweat Boston disco 

present another as- their 


elves al! evening 
t 


1 SG. many 
DR, 

uhm, and 
-olbourne deal out 
1 house, subcon- 
sics, and deep 
ily fellows and 


@ Phoenix Landing 


Midweek Techno takes 

a moment to reflect, 
then goes straight back 
to kicking your ass with 
along night 
house courtesy of Berlin's 


yet-unnamed evening Union encouraged Miss Fitz and residents 
and David Day warm the on stage and make you drop of filthy festive electro Visuals by Chicago's van Sergio Santos, Pat Fon- 
place up your fog and assorted beats Lozano tes, and Soul Clap. 
315 Mass Ave, Cam-~- 1222 Comm Ave, 28 Kingston St, 569 Mass Ave, S12 Mass Ave, 
middiesexiounge.com thepiliboston.com boston.com www_.enormous.tv weektechno.com 


Stories involve cryogenic freezing (doubtful) 
and getting stranded in Texas on the way to 
tive bullshit meters and this trio really, 
tanet and cinger Inch Hager wac 
tarist and singer Josh Hager was 
was the Man in the Orange Suit; 
bass player and lead singer Dave 
if they could actually write songs,” says Hag 
hyperactive kids who were never taught 
how play with others, locking college ra- 
dio DJs in closets during 
guerrilla in-store show. They bushwhacked 
Mabie their way into the basement at Jacque’s oy 
getting back together for what they’re call- 
| 
pe 
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POST-SCRIPT 


ANIMAL COLLECTIVE | 
FALL BE KIND | Domino | This 
nifty little five-track postscript to 
January's celebrated Merriweather 
Post Pavilion demonstrates further 
how adept the members of Animal 
Collective have become at deploy- 
ing their 
bottomless 
bag of elec- 
4 tro-psych 
tricks in the 
service of 
songs — you 
know, the 
hummable, 
toe-tappable, 
downright sing-along-with kind. 
The highlight of Fall Be Kind (from 
a musical standpoint as well as 
a narrative one) is “What Would 
1 Want? Sky,” which, as you've 
probably read on any number of 
indie-rock blogs, features the first 
licensed sample of the Grateful 
Dead's music (in this case “Unbro- 
ken Chain,” from 1974's From the 
Mars Hotel). After three minutes 
of Four Tet-style percussive clat- 
ter, the tune bursts into a sweetly 
shambolic techno-folk shuffle 
sung by Avey Tare with the kind 
of little-boy whimsy that drives 
all the art-school girls wild. Else- 
where, Tare and his bandmates do 
the post-Van Dyke Parks Disney- 
strings thing (“Craze”), set their 
synths to deep-jungle stun gun 
(“On a Highway”), and lay down 
a surprisingly heavy barbershop- 
funk groove that may someday 
find its way into an MF Doom 
song (“I Think I Can”). Modestly 
marvelous. 

_Mikael Wood 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
IS: LOS ANGELES NUGGETS 1965-1968 


More than three years in the making, the most recent installment of Rhino's legendary archival garage-rock series 
offers an amazingly comprehensive excavation of an absurdly fertile scene. With 101 songs by 99 different artists (the 
Byrds and Love get two tracks each), most of them culled from original masters, the set's four discs represent four dif- 
ferent facets of this sometimes overshadowed comer of mid-'60s pop. Disc one focuses on the bands who haunted the 
Sunset Strip: Buffalo Springfield, with their bluegrass-inflected “Co and Say Goodbye”; Captain Beefheart, with his 
booming call-and-response freak-out “Zig Zag Wanderer”; the Seeds, with their snotty proto-punk “Trip Maker.” The 
second disc ventures further afield into the LA ‘burbs, finding the Turtles experimenting with a thrumming, goth-like 
dirge (“Crim Reaper of Love”) and “undisputed kings of Chicano rock” Thee Midniters exhorting one and all to “Jump, 
Jive & Harmonize.” Disc three focuses on studio-wiz songcraft: Jan & Dean employing a small orchestra for an ode to 
chewing gum on “Fan Tan”; the unfairly maligned Monkees pioneering the Moog synthesizer on “Daily Nightly”; Lee 
Hazlewood producing “celebrity son” band Dino, Desi & Billy's “The Rebel Kind.” And finally, disc four explores nascent 
genres like singer-songwriter, psychedelic, and country rock from the likes of Tim Buckley, Harry Nilsson, Randy 
Newman, Van Dyke Parks, Del Shannon, Warren Zevon, and an actually not-bad Peter Fonda. 


FAR OUT FAR EAST 


®© VARIOUS ARTISTS | NIPPON 
GIRLS: JAPANESE POP, BEAT o 
BOSSA NOVA 1966-1970 | Domino | 
Cirl-group records are great and 
everything, yet the countless com- 
pilations out there were becoming 
a little hit-or-miss until 2005, 
when the great Girl Group Sounds Lost 
and Found box set finally gave this 
diverse genre a proper taxonomy. 
But whereas Girl Group Sounds was pri- 
marily an American/UK collection, 
Nippon Girls is an expedition into 
Japanese territory — and fans could 
be in no better hands than those of 
Girl Group compiler Sheila Burgel. Un- 
like, for example, French song-styl- 
ists who took their traditional chan- 
son music and fused it with jazz 
and R&B to come up with French 
pop, the Japanese didn’t incorporate 
much of their 
traditional 
music when 
producing 
their 1960s 
pop. Rather, 
Japanese song- 
Stylists sought 
mostly to imi- 
tate Western 
sounds. So Keiko Mari’s “Tsukikage 
No Rendezvous” sounds like the 
"60s, but a particularly out-of-touch 
version of it — think jingles, vari- 
ety-show filler, and lounge music 
directed at the “sophisticated set.” 
Djs and aficionados of obscure "60s 
freakbeat, lounge, and exotica pop 
will find much to relish here, casual 
fans less so. When a curiosity such 
as Margaret's “Aeba Suki Suki” drops 
like an over-the-top karaoke per- 
formance of a late-night detective- 
show theme song, only the coolest 


WHERE THE ACTION 


Send an e-mail to letters@ 
Phtx.com or text BOSPHX, 
thera space, then your 
comments to 271 22* 

TEX 


RATES 


_Mike Miliard 


of the cool will be able to bring it to 
the floor. 
_Jonathan Donaldson 


BRASS BALL 


CARLA BLEY | CARLA'S 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS | Watt/ECM | 
It’s possible to play Christmas carols 
with humor but not mockery. So, yes, 
there's a bit of an eggnog buzz in the 
wah-wah muted horns of “It Came 
Upon a Midnight Clear,” and a soca 
lilt to “Jingle Bells.” But in this case, 
“humor” means serious-minded but 
without solemnity or sentimentality. 
In fact, Bley plays it as straight-up 

as her title 

suggests: she 

(mostly on pi- 

ano) and bass- 

ist/partner 

Steve Swallow 

are joined 

by a brass 

quintet put 

together by 

Berlin bass-trombone and tuba player 
Ed Partyka — a sound as trad-Xmas as 
it gets. But listen to album opener“O 
Tannenbaum” as that brass quintet 
moves incrementally, a half-step at 

a time, into extended harmonies, 

a trumpet cadenza, and a final jazz 
chord. There are the Christmas touch- 
es of glockenspiel, celesta, and chimes 
here and there, but mostly Bley is 
looking for new ways to dig into this 
too-familiar material. Sometimes that 
means turning a melody like “Away in 
a Manger” over to Swallow for a poi- 
gnant high-note reading — his five- 
string bass singing at the top of its 
register — before a horn enters with 
“Middle Eastern” scales, the tension 
between minor and major coloring 


OUR RATING 
Superb 
Good 
Middling 
Bearable 
turkey 


the song’s warm reassurances. And 
sometimes that means just letting a 
trumpet blow jazz swing over walking 
bass, as on the Bley original “Hell's 
Bells.” The writing and playing here 
are so beautiful, in fact, that “Christ- 
mas music” hardly does it justice. 

jon Garelick 


RISEN FROM ASH 


®®®© CHARLOTTE HATHERLEY | 
NEW WORLDS | Minty Fresh | Char- 
lotte Hatherley is to the 1990s as the 
Black Crowes are to the 1960s: not a 
revivalist, mind you, but a sympa- 
thizer — a careerist. That said, New 
Worlds — Hatherley’s third solo album 
following her departure from Ash — is 
a wholly satisfying guitar-pop record, 
chock-a-block with ruthless hooks, 
tasty riffage, the occasional mathy 
detour, and consistent thematic allu- 
sions to brilliant color and, as the title 
suggests, other universes. “Straight 
Lines,” with its rubber-band vamp 
and dizzying chorus, and “White,” 
martial and 
heady, illustrate 
how easily Ha- 
therley bounces 
between taut 
and loose. “Full 
Circle” sounds 
like early Super- 
grass sabotaged 
by early Devo; “Little Sahara” bucks 
with the frayed nerves of Joe Jackson. 
Hatherley, who's spent a good chunk 
of this year as a member of Bat for 
Lashes’ touring band, is relatively un- 
known in the States, but you get the 
impression that a track like “Alexan- 
der” could change that, with a chorus 
so urgent and sudden that it could 
hail only from the here and now. 
_Zeth Lundy 


GA-ZILLA 


®@@© LADY GAGA | THE FAME 
MONSTER | Interscope | With our 
world ready to melt into oblivion any 
day now, pop divas know that even 
their days are numbered. Lady Gaga 
has so far run her career as if every 
second counted, exercising a dictato- 
rial control over a whirlwind rise to 
the top that has seen her cram more 
phase changes into 15 months than 
Madonna padded her career with in 
15 years. With The Fame Monster, she’s 
moved past the notoriety-and-drugs- 
and-sex-fueled ravers of last year’s The 
Fame, crafting a sequel-of-sorts that 
focuses on death, dissolution, and 
drama. Gaga continues to be able to 
take her visual swagger and trans- 
mogrify it into audio form, and that’s 
good news for fans of “Just Dance” 
and “Poker Face.” Not only does this 
new song cycle retain the Euro-tastic 
sheen of its predecessor, it outdoes it 
in sheer dance-floor whump — espe- 
cially on the catwalk-ready bangers 
“Bad Romance” and “Dance in the 
Dark,” both of which take Depeche 
Mode-ish synth mopes and turn that 
frown upside down by mixing in 
some “Vogue” -era-Madge panache. 
“I'ma free 
bitch, baby!”, 
she intones 
in the midst 
= of both tunes, 
and that’s 
than a 
= statement of 
fe liberation from 
significant 
other — it’s a manifesto of creative 
domination from a hardened control 
freak who's only just getting started. 
Daniel Brockman 
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OLD SCHOOL 


Friday, December 18 
ADAIR ENTERTAINMENT presents 


FUNKY FRIDAY 
HOLIDAY BASH teaturing 
KEVIN LAWYER. 
Saturday, December 
LIVE MUSIC 


CLUBS 


THURSDAY 


r phone numbers and 


See Club Directory fi 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE jamaica Plain 
Cloud Factory 
ALL ASIA CAFE 
Andrew Cohen 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 

pm | Wooden Leg 

BEACHCOMBER Quincy | Velcro 

— Somerville | 10 pm | “Dj 
Dar Party” 

CANT B LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 


ge | Kick Drum + Hookups + 


Cambridge | 7 pm 


THURSDAY, DEC 17 
BOSTON XMAS CAVALCADE 
FOR THE HOMELESS 
W/ CHANDLER TRAVIS, 
DENNIS BRENNAN, 


Flypaper 
JENNY DEE, LIVINGSTON c NTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam 
TAYLOR & MANY MORE! bridge | Chicken Slacks 
CHURCH 
FRIDAY, DEC 
CLASSIC HONKY TONK & CLUB PASSIM Car 
VINTAGE TWANG 
GIRL HOWDY 


COLONIAL INN | Conc 
Fitzsimm 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston |7 


pm | Brian Locher 


THE COACHMEN 


SATURDAY, DEC 19 
S57 PM "A SWINGIN’ SOULFUL 


ns 


HOLIDAY STREET BAR GRILL 
TONY GALLO GROUP se — kyo Tramps + Regressing 
10 PM ( ROCK ) 
- DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Andy Joy 
SWINGING JOHNSONS ENORMOUS ROOM 
Rogers | 9 pm 


MONDAY, DEC 21 
FREE PIZZA 68:30PM 
TEAM TRIVIA 8:30PM 


HARPERS FERRY Allston | “Paper!” 
HENNESSY" Bos 
n| Fly Switch 


IRON WORSE MUSIC HALL 


Nor Fred Eagle 


TUESDAY, DEC 22 
BANJOS, FIDDLES & CLOGGERS 


OLD TIME MUSIC 
X-MAS SHOW 


WEDNESDAY, DEC 23 


ith + Ci 


JOHNNY 


ville | “X-Mas 
er Travis Phil 


LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | Ariane 


Martins’s Projeto Samba 
REGGAE 
LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Time 
THE EQUALITES Machine Executives 


LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | joy 
Kills Sorrow + Cuddle Magic 
LUCKY DOCG MUSIC HALL 
ter | Flock of A-Holes + Atc 
+ Achachay! + Pira Reis 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 


Chelsea Cit 


THURSDAY, DEC 24 
OPEN FOR LUNCH 11AM-6PM 
CLOSING AT 6PM 
NO MUSIC 


orces- 
nic Stereo 


FRIDAY, DEC 25 


y Council 


BAR OPENS AT 6PM = 
RESTAURANT CLOSED MIDOLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
NO MUSIC bridge | Hallelujah the Hills + Faces 


Tulsa + Jesse Callagher 
MIDOLE EAST Cam- 
bridge | M ty Tiny + Kittens Ablaze 
+ Sway + Boy Without Cx x4 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Make It New” 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | Dj Riz 
zla + Dj D’Hana 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 

T y & Alan 

O'BRIEN’S | Aliston | OkCaptain + 
Atomic Wildlife + Those Wolves Ac 
tually Happened 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston 

| Raekwon + Capone & Noreaga + 
Queen Yonasda 

P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Arvid 
Noe + Thunderhole + Technoir MA + 
Holy Sheet 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood | 
Mari Rosa 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elements Drum n’ Bass” with 
Dj Fresh 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Other Cirls + Tanya Donelly + 
Bill Janovitz + Heavy Stud 


SATURDAY, DEC 26 
FUNK R&B 


THE CHICKEN SLACKS 


DEC 29-RICK BERLIN 

DEC 31-PLAYING DEAD 
N 1- NEW YEARS BRUNCH 
RUAN 2- LUTHER JOHNSON 


iN 7- (7PM)TIOVI GINEN 
(1LOPM)KRUCIAL 
REGGAE 


JAN & MUZIK MAKERZ 


PRECINCT | Somerville | Love In 
Stockholm 
RAMROD | Boston | 10 pm | “Man 
dance” with D] Manuel Santiago 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Tourfil 
ter Dj Night” 
RUMOR | Boston | “Signature Thurs 
days” with Dj Roger M: Main Room 
Dj JC: Back Room 
RYLES | Cambridge | Tracy Rose, 
Bobby Tynes & Never Say Never 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 
Doom Buggies + Sans Nomenclature 
SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | North Attieboro | “Acoustic 
Music Open Mic & Karaoke” 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | “Thirsty Thursdays” with 
Dj Uncle Fester 
TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Melvern 
Taylor & his Fabulous Meltones | 
10 pm | Baker Thomas Band + 
Larkin 
TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD | 
Cambridge | 9:30 pm | Dirty Hit 
Midnight | DJ Special K 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
Fanfarlo + Freelance Whales + 
Painted Lights 
ZUZU | Cambridge | Cet Up Cit Down 


FRIDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain 
10:30 pm | Lisa Bello 
cae Music Marathon” with Savin 
a billies + Air Castle + J. Parker + 
n Reid 
ANCHORS UP | Haverhill | 6 pm | 
Shovelface 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Tim Cearan Band 
BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | Thunder 
box + Salacious Crumb + Trashkill 
ers + Doll Eyes 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 6:30 pm | “Jazz 
Set” | 10 pm | Akashic Record 
BURREN | Somerville | Classic Trax 
CAFE $39 | Boston | Bronze Radio 
Return 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
Cambridge | Liz Bordon Band + 
Captain Bruno + Bearquarium + 
Big Trees 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Fatback Band & Couper 
Brothers 
CHURCH | Boston | Mundos Crazy 
Circus + Pistol Shrimp + Slow Cen 
tury + Infrastructure 
CLUB HELL | Providence, R! | Coming 
Weak + These Creen Eyes + Sound 
wave Stickup 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm 
and 10 pm | Lori McKenna + Sarah 
Siskind 
C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Roger 
Ceresi’s All Starz 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | “New 
Orleans Night” with Henri Smith & 
the Workingman’s Jazz Band 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 
pm | Ryan Fitzsimmons 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Uncomfortable + Capps + 
Ichabod 
ESTATE | Boston | Djs Vinyl Disciples 
+ DJ Matos 
FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Fantasy Fri- 
days” with Dj Ted L 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Unity” with 
Dj Francesco Spangna + Dj Enrique 
Florendo 
GREAT SCOTT | Allston | 10 pm | 
“The Pill” with Dj Ken + Dj Michael 
v. 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | PD Rogers 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Break- 
fast + Mondo Gecko + Organic Sound 
Project 


Jim 


HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | 5 pm | Me & Julio | 8 pm | Fast 
Times 
HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston | 
Heart of Boston 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
Northampton | 7 pm | Albert Cum- 
mings | 10 pm | Spampinato Broth- 
ers + Lonesome Brothers 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 9:45 pm | 
Cirl Howdy + Roy Sludge 
LANSDOWNE | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Live Local Bands” 
LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Vita- 
min Seed + South America + Imagi- 
nary Numbers + Creen Card + Sexual 
Raptor 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Club 
d@'Elf + Dennis Brennan Band 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | Quaifs [Kinks tribute] + Circular 
File + Logan 5 & the Runners + Jason 
James Outfit 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, Ri | joint Damage + Empire 
Shall Fall + Dead By Wednesday + 
Crimson Bile + Acerose + Vega + All 
For Blood 
MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | Dj Dar 
rin Friedman 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
|“Hangin’ On the Corner” with Josh 
Callows & Chad Beantown [Bean 
town Boozehounds] + Emily Dee & 
Rodney Schuyler [Designer Drugs] 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Elevator Drops + Bon Savants 
+ Count Zero + Walter Sickert & the 
Army of Broken Toys + Videodrome 
Djs & VJs 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Township + Mean Creek + 
Movers & Shakers + Cropduster 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
D) Brek.One 
MIDWAY CAFE jamaica Plain 
Jimmy Hank Williams 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | Ambi- 
tious Tugboat + Woodrow Wilsons 
+ Coyote Kolb + Thick Shakes + 
Babydriver 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Tommy & Alan 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Thick As 
Thieves + Forest Fires + Sleepy Very 
Sleepy 
OLIVER'S | Boston | Press Project + 
Sticky Fuzz + Cease & Desist 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | “Inter-Holi- 
day Party Collaborative Concert” 
with Dennis Shafer, Jonathan 
Hurley, Jason Felitto & Christopher 
Montecalvo 
PADDY | Boston! pm | Two 
Way Street | 8 pm | Rip Cord 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
Stellastarr + Postelles + Daily Pravda 
PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood | 
Bird Mancini 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Pretty Little Things” with 
Dj Vinny 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Thunderpants Johnson 
PRECINCT | Somerville | Casey Sulli- 
van + Merrie Amsterburg + Francine 
RAMROD | Boston | 10 pm | “Bears” 
with Dj Danae Jacovidis 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | 7:30 pm 
and 10 pm | Persuasions 
RISE | Boston | 1 am | “Orbit” with DJ 
Greg Schneider: Nightclub | Dj Alan 
Manzi + Dj Creg Teves: Lounge 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Band a 
Part: Soiree de Musique Francaise” 
with Djs Emily & Christine 
ROSEBUD BAR & LOUNGE | Boston 
| 10 pm | “Red Rose Soul Club” with 
Dj Jordan Valentine 
ROXY | Boston | 10 pm | “Roxy 
vs. Avalon” with Dj Adilson + DJ 
Manolo 


RUMOR | Boston | “Envy Fridays” 
with DJ BK + Dj Hectik 

RYLES | Cambridge | Lance Martin 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 6 pm 
| Larry Flint & the Road Scholars | 9 
pm | Kevin Conelly Band 
SHOWCASE LIVE | Foxborough | 6:30 
pm | Never Shout Never + Creat Big 
Planes 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | Joe Touchette 

TAMMANY HALL | Worcester | Yel- 
low Brick Road [Elton John tribute] 
TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Vivs | 10 
pm | Monique Ortiz 

TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD | 
Cambridge | 9:30 pm | Dan King, 
David Brown, Dave Mattacks & Wolf 
Cinandes + Jo Henley | Midnight | 

Dj Cibbs 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Figgs + Russians + Corin Ashley 
Quartet 

VENU | Boston | “Si 
with DJ Roger M + 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “S 
the Flavorheard 


SATURDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain 
pm | DJ Damien Paul 
ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | Noon | 
“Citywide Spotlight” | 3 pm | Travel 
Amygdala + Letterday + Strange 
Affection | 6 pm | “CNC Music Mara- 
thon” with Suicide Marys + OTP 
+ Purple Nurps + Kevin Lehner + 
David Brusie 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Dennis Brennan 
BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 16th 
Craders 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 6:30 pm | 
Set” | 10 pm | Zili Misik 
BISHOP’S LOUNGE | Northampton | 
Toussaint Liberator & Buru Styles 
BURREN | Somerville | Cover Up 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
| Cambridge | St. Claire + Tall Tall 
Trees + Kingsley Flood + Mr. Sister 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Fatback Band & Couper 
Brothers 
CHURCH | Boston | Doctors of Flight 
+ DPR + In Like Lions + Hazard 
Adams 
CLUB HELL | Providence, R! | Death 
Before Dishonor + Wisdom In 
Chains + Strength For A Reason + 
POW + For Tha Clory 
CLUB LIDO | Revere | Ragga Funk 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm 
and 10 pm | Lori McKenna + Sarah 
Siskind 
C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Steve 
Smith & the Nakeds 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Phyllis 
Fallon & the Workingman’s Jazz 
Band 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 
pm | Sweep the Leg 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Ross Livermore Band + Fish- 
ing the Sky 
ESTATE | Boston | “VIP Access Satur- 
days” with DJ Hevan 
FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Showcase 
Saturdays” with Dj Mr. Rea: Night- 
club | DJ Jay K: Lounge 
FUSION 5 | Foxboro | Criminals 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | “OMFG” 
GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Big Big 
Bucks + Konks + Drink Up Buttercup 
+ Babydriver 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Lisa Love 
HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | “Wish- 
list Benefit Il” with Backseat Lover 
{Pearl Jam tribute} 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | 
Masspike Miles 


nature Fridays” 
e Stereo 
slid!” with Djs 


“Jazz 


TANYA DONELLY 
at the Plough & Stars 
tonight, December 17. 


HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Heart of Boston 
HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston | 
Incadence 
HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston | 8 pm 
| David Archuleta + Benton Paul: 
Main Room + Street Dogs + Roger 
Miret & the Disasters + Stigma 
+ Bryan McPherson: Foundation 
Room | 11 pm | “Epic Saturdays” with 
DJ Nina Flowers 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
Northampton | 7 pm | Commander 
Cody Band + Stewart James & the 
Memphis Flyers 
JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | 5 pm | 
“Tony Gallo’s Swinging Soulful Hol- 
iday” | 10 pm | Swingin’ Johnsons 
LANSDOWNE | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Live Local Bands” 
LILY PAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Josh 
Rosen & Stan Strickland | 10 pm | Ill 
Mostra & Rainbows & Arrows 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Fu- 
ture Everybody + Rationales + Scarce 
+ Jon Gorey 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | Cool Kid Collective + Matt 
Schwachman Band + Hey Now Mor- 
ris Fader + Tailor Made 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, Ri | 5:30 pm | Vanna + There- 
fore | Am + A Loss For Words + Scare 
Don't Fear + Auburn 
MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Sin-O- 
Matic” with DJ Mothra + Dj Shivar 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| Po’ Boyz Hammond B-3 Organ Trio 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Thursday + Dillinger 
Escape Plan + Fake Problems + End- 
less Hallway 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 1 pm | Your Favorite Ex + 
Call 2 Conscious + After My Own + 
Cold Goodnight | 8 pm | Sizzlechest + 
Kominas + Aux + Bargains 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 
| D) Kon 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 4 pm 
| Nachzehrer + Bog of the Infidel + 
Morgirion | 10:30 pm | Exiles + Last 
Ones 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 1 am | 
“Country Brunch” with Eric Royer’s 
One Man Band | 9 pm | “Mango's 
Latin Night” 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Patsy & Johnny 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Spanish 
Camble + Reverse the Curse + Un- 
welcome Cuests 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | David Lee & 
Junko Simons 
PADDY O'S | Boston | Dj jaz 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 6 pm 
| Hatebreed + Cannibal Corpse + 
Unearth + Hate Eternal + Thy Will 
Be Done 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB} Boston | 
Street Dogs + Roger Miret & the Di- 
sasters + Stigma + Bryan McPherson 
P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Tony 
the Bookie Orchestra + Pants Yell! + 
Walicreeper + Sodafrog 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Boom Boom Room” with 
Dj Vinny 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 4 
pm | Family Jewels | 10 pm | Jeremy 
Lyons Trio 
PRECINCT | Somerville | One Fine 
Morning + McAlister Drive + Alexis 
Babini + Ryan Laperle + Precinct 
House Band 
RAMROD | Boston | “Leather Night 
Out” with Dj Freespace 
RISE | Boston | 1 am | “Storm” with 
Dj Deka + Dj Jim Cuerrero 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Angular 
Hair & Guitars” with Dj Brian L + DJ 
Darkmoves 


vu Pst ow 
Some 
4 
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CLUB DIRECTORY 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 
617.477.5741 | 435 South 
Huntington Ave, Jamaica 
Plain 

ALL ASIA CAFE | 
617.497.1544 | 334 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
ANCHORS UP | 978.374.0777 
| 58 River St, Haverhill 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 617.923.0100 | 321 
Arsenal St, Watertown 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | 
617.864.2792 | 877 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
BEACHCOMBER | 
617.479.8989 | 797 Wollas- 
ton Beach Blvd, Quincy 
BEEHIVE | 617.423.0069 | 
541 Tremont St, Boston 
BISHOP'S LOUNGE | 
413.586.8900 | 41 Strong 
Ave, Northampton 
BURRELL SCHOOL | 
508.698.3098 | 16 Morse 
St, Foxboro 

BURREN | 617.776.6896 | 
247 Elm St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 

CAFE 939 | 617.747.2261 | 939 
Boylston St, Boston 
CANTAB LOUNGE | 
617.354.2685 | 738 Massa- 
chusetts Ave, Cambridge 
CHARLIE’'S KITCHEN | 
617.492.9646 | 10 Eliot St, 
Cambridge 

CHEERS FANEUIL HALL | 
617.227.0150 | Faneuil 
Hall Marketplace, Boston 
CHURCH | 617.236.7600 | 69 
Kilmarnock St, Boston 
CLUB HELL | 401.351.1977 | 
73 Richmond St, Provi 
dence, RI 

CLUB LIDO | 781.289.3080 

| 1290 North Shore Rd, 
Revere 

CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 
| 47 Palmer St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
C-NOTE | 781.925.4300 | 159 
Nantasket Ave, Nantas- 
ket Beach 

COLONIAL INN | 
978.369.9200 | 48 Monu 
ment Square, Concord 
DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIRE- 
FLY’'S | 617.471.0011 | 516 
Adams St, Quincy 


DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON'S 

| 617.482.0110 | 124 
Boylston St, Boston 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | 
617.267.8080 | Quincy 
Market, Boston 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
| 978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge 
St, Salem 

DURTY NELLY’S | 
617.742.2090 | 108 Black- 
stone St, Boston 
ENORMOUS ROOM | 
617.491.5599 | 567 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

ESTATE | 617.351.7000 | 1 
Boylston Pl, Boston 
FELT | 617.338.6999 | 

533 Washington St, 
Boston 

FUSION 5 | 508.543.0599 

| 105 Washington St, 
Foxboro 

GOOD LIFE | 617.451.2622 | 
28 Kingston St, Boston 
GREAT SCOTT | 
617.734.4502 | 1222 Comm 
Ave, Allston 

GREEN GRAGON | 
617.367.0055 | 11 Mar- 
shall St, Boston 

HARD ROCK CAFE | 
617.424.7625 | 22-24 
Clinton St, Boston 
HARPERS FERRY | 
617.254.9743 | 158 Brigh- 
ton Ave, Allston 
HENNESSY’S | 617.742.2121 
| 25 Union St, Boston 
HOUSE OF BLUES | 
888.693.2583 | 15 Lansd 
owne St Boston 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 
617.263.6887 | 216 Ha 
nover St, Boston 
IMPROVBOSTON | 
617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
St, Cambridge 

IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
413.584.0610 | 20 Center 
St, Northampton 
JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 
{17 Holland St, Davis 
Square, Somerville 

LA LUNA CAFE | 
617.576.3400 | 403 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
LANSDOWNE | 617.266.1222 
| 9 Lansdowne St, Boston 


LILY PAD | 627.395.1393 | 
1353 Cambridge St, Cam- 
bridge 

LIZARD LOUNGE | 
617.547.0759 | 1667 Mass 
Ave, below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, 
Cambridge 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 
508.363.1888 | 89 Creen 
St, Worcester 

LUPO'S @ THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Wash- 
ington St, Providence, RI 
MACHINE | 617.536.1950 | 
1256 Boylston St, Boston 
MGM GRAND @ FOXWOODS | 
860.312.3352 | 39 Norwich 
Westerly Rd, Mashan- 
tucket, CT 

MIDDLE EAST | 617.864. 
EAST | 472-480 Mass Ave, 
Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | 
617.868.MSEX | 315 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

MIDWAY CAFE | 
617.524.9038 | 3496 Wash- 
ington St, Jamaica Plain 
MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740 

| @ The Brewery, 284 Ar 
mory St, Jamaica Plain 
MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN | 
617.338.5656 | 77 Broad St, 
Boston 

MOTTLEY’S COMEDY CLUB | 
877.61.LAUGH | 61 Cha- 
tham St, Boston 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP 

| 617.482.0930 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
O'BRIEN’S | 617.782.6245 | 3 
Harvard Ave, Allston 
OLIVER'S | 617.536.4840 | 
@ the Cask N’ Flagon, 62 
Brookline Ave, Boston 
OUTPOST | 617.876.0860 | 
186 Hampshire St, Cam- 
bridge 

PADDY O'S | 617.367.2114 | 33 
Union St, Boston 
PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 | 
261 Main St, Worcester 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

P.AS LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 
| 345 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | 
718.762.5565 | 685 Wash- 
ington St, Norwood 


PHOENIX LANDING | 
617.576.6260 | 512 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

PLOUGH & STARS | 
617.576.0032 | 912 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
PRECINCT | 617.623.9211 | 70 
Union Square, Somerville 
RAMROD | 617.266.2986 | 
1254 Boylston St, Boston 
REGATTABAR | 617.395.7757 
| Charles Hotel, 1 Ben- 
nett St, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge 

RISE | 617.423.7473 | 306 
Stuart St, Boston 

RIVER GOODS | 617.576.1881 | 
125 River St, Cambridge 
ROSEBUD BAR & LOUNGE | 
617.440.6284 | 381 Sum. 
mer St, Boston 

ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 
RUMOR | 617.422.0045 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 


RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cam- 
bridge 


SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 
617.666.3589 | 335 Somer- 
ville Ave, Somerville 

75 CHESTNUT | 617.226.2175 | 
75 Chestnut St, Boston 
SHOWCASE LIVE | 
888.354.7042 | 23 Patriot 
Pl, Foxborough 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAY- 
HOUSE CAFE | 508.809.4699 
| 39 N Washington St, 
North Attleboro 

STEVE'S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
508.824.3435 | 15 School 
St, Taunton 

TAMMANY HALL | 
508.791.6550 | 43 Pleasant 
St, Worcester 

TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 
Mass Ave, Porter Square, 
Cambridge 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD 

| 617.864.1311 | 96 Win 
throp St, Cambridge 
TOMMY’S COMEDY LOUNGE 
617.482.2227 | 74 Warren 
ton St, Boston 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE 
617.492. BEAR | 10 Brook- 
line St, Central Square, 
Cambridge 

VENU | 617.338.8061 | 102 
Warrenton St, Boston 
ZUZU | 617.864.EAST | 474 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 


ROXY | Boston | “Holiday Extrava- 
ganza” with DJ Francesco Spagna 
RUMOR | Boston | Dj Tamer Malki 

RYLES | Cambridge | Lance Martin 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 pm 

| Tom Hagerty Band | 9 pm | Sarcas- 
matics 

SHOWCASE LIVE | Foxborough | 1 
pm and 6 pm | “The Rhythm Room: 
A World Holiday Musical Event” 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | Subterranean Café Band 
TOAD | Cambridge | 7:30 pm | Cassa- 
vettes | 10 pm | Don’t Kill Antz 
TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD 

| Cambridge | 9:30 pm | Andrea 
Capozzoli + lyeoka | Midnight | Dj 
Special K 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| “Heroes” with DJ Chris Ewen 
VENU | Boston | “Entourage Saturdays: 
Top 40 & Mash-ups” with Dj Hectik 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-le-lu-jah” 
with Dj John Funke 


SUNDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain 
| 10 pm | Allegra Colette Levy 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | Noon | 
“Citywide Spotlight” 

ANCHORS UP | Haverhill | 6 pm | 
Ashers + Psycho + Ultra Violence + 
For the Worse + Word For Word + 
Nothing But Enemies 
BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 4 pm | 
Boston Erin Org | 9 pm | “80s Dance 
Party” 

BEEHIVE | Boston | 10:30 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” | 8 pm | “World Salsa Sun- 
days” with Cincoson 


writer Series” 


BURREN | Somerville | “Singer/Song- 


CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz & 
Rock Jam” 

CHURCH | Boston | Full Blown Aids + 
Deathamphetamine + Cromulent 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 6 pm 
and 9 pm | “Winterbloom: Holiday 
Traditions Rearranged” with Anne 
Heaton + Natalia Zukerman + Meg 
Hutchinson 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | “Acoustic 
Open Mic” with Ken Selcer 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | Salem Cigarette Machine 
DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Mike 
Barrett 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “El Barrio 
Brunch” with Dj Cruzz 

GREAT SCOTT | Alliston | Scrooges + 
Vagiant + Hot On the Heels 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Stuart 
Lee 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Fare- 
well Republic + Walk Harbor City + 
Change Up 

HENNESSY'S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Sweep the Leg 

HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston |10am| 
“Gospel Brunch” with Freda Battle 
& the Temple Worshippers + Katani 
Sumner | 8 pm | “Toys For Tots Ben- 
efit” with New Kids On the Block: 
Main Room | Street Dogs + Far From 
Finished + Buddha & the Boys + 
Snipes: Foundation Room 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | 4:30 pm | 
“Blues Jam” with Mike Welch | 8 pm 
| Juliet & the Lonesome Romeos 
LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Ishma- 
eLites | 9:40 pm | David Maxwell 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | jeff 
Robinson Trio 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | “Live Band Karaoke/Vocalist 
Search” with Same As Never 


MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Club 
Classics” with DJ Ace 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| “Belly Dancing” 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 6 pra | “The Fifth Annual 
Yule Ball” with Harry & the Potters 
+ Draco & the Malfoys + Whomping 
Willows + MC Kreacher 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Disappearing Man + Senten- 
tia + Courtesy Tier + Jenna Paone 
Project 

MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 4 pm 
| Bryan Mcpherson + Forced Fed Lies 
+ Subculture Stereo + Feet First 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 4 
pm | “Traditional Irish Sessuin” 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | First Annual 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | “Brother 
Blue Memorial Hoedown” with Fire 
of Prometheus + Underground Sur- 
Tealists 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
Street Dogs + Far From Finished + 
Buddha & the Boys + Snipes 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Rebound” 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 
Frank Morey Band 

PRECINCT | Somerville | 10 pm | Sea 
Monsters 

RYLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Harvey Finstein 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 4 pm 
| “Jazz Set” | 8 pm | Pretty Pennys 

75 CHESTNUT | Boston | Billy Novick 
& Anthony Weller 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | “Steve's Backstage Pass 
Christmas Party” with Mike 
Paolucci 

TOAD | Cambridge | 3 pm | “Sunday 
Spins” | 8 pm | Dave Alpert | 10 pm | 
Dan Haley Is Mr. Casual 


TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD | 
Cambridge | “Open Mic” with Josh 
Caress 

TT. THE BEAR’S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Twin Thousands & Gretta Cohn + 
Forest Fires + Baby Brainwaves 
VENU | Boston | “International 
Sound Clash” with DJ Alcide + 
Sound Revolution 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Bomo Sundays” 
with Fancy Feast Foxy + Harum 
Scarum Holiday Party + Fantasy 
Mirrors 


MONDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain 
| 10 pm | “Open Mic” with Jenny Z 
ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6:30 
pm | Three Day Threshold | 10 pm | 
Dj Natan + DJ V-Nice 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
Eric Royer Band 

BEEHIVE | Boston | “Spontaneous 
Combustion Jam” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 8 pm | “Songwriter Open 
Mic” with Geoff Bartley | 9:30 pm | 
Scott Alarik 

CHARLIE’S KITCHEN | Cambridge | 
Bonezone + High Seas + Horsehands 
+ Grass Is Creen 

CHURCH | Boston | 10 pm | Scott 
Tarulli Band 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | “Open Mic Night” 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | Dj 
LeeMayjahs + VJ Lenkadu 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | jelley 
Fund + Raft + Liberation Day 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Joe Carson 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | 
Fringe 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Open Mic” with Tom Bianchi 
MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Dirty 
Sexy Mondays” with Dj Susan Es 
thera 

MIDOLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| John Gerard 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam 
bridge | Destrophy + Sugar Red Drive 
+ Novus Dae + Silent Season 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | l'‘Antietam + Faello Nor + 
AoK Suicide Forest + Crvsher 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Djs the Flavorheard 

MIDWAY CAFE jamaica Plain 
Gibby & the Buzzkills + White Pages 
+ Banditas 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 6 
pm | Dave Foley 

O'BRIEN’S | Alliston | Matalon + 
Space Vacation 

PADDY O'S | Boston | Mike Ho 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Makka Mondays” with DJ 
Voyager 01 + DJ Uppercut 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Winter Solstice Party” 
PRECINCT | Somerville | “Benefit for 
Miss Eva Rose: 8 Live Acts” 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Weekly 
Wax: DJ Showdowns” 

SALLY O'BRIEN’S | Somerville | 10 
pm | Infinite Ensemble 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | 7 pm | “Open Mic” with 
Tom Beaulieu 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Shwang & 
Anita Suhanin | 10 pm | Jen Kearney 
& the Lost Onion 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| “Devil's Night Out - Industry 
Night” 

2ZUZU | Cambridge | “Night of the Liv- 
ing Deadhead” with Windy Smiles + 
Second Floor Stories 


TUESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Klezwood’s 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Jean-Marie Cor- 
rois Quartet 

BURREN | Somerville | 6:30 pm | 
“Open Mic” with Hugh McGowan 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 

| Cambridge | “Bluegrass Pickin’ 
Party” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 8:30 pm | Dixie Butter- 
hounds | 10 pm | Reunion Band 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm | 
“Open Mic” 

DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIREFLY’S | 
Quincy | Ernie & the Automatics 
DODGE STREET BAR & | Sa- 
lem | Fats Hammond 


DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Tim 
Cannon 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Live Music 
Series” with Squabble 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | PD Rog- 
ers 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Spauld- 
ing + A Common Goal + Yesterday's 
Heroes + Redlock 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Scott Damgaard 

IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
Northampton | 10 pm | “Latin Night” 
with DJ Joey Acevedo 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | 7:30 pm 

| “Old Time Night: Folk Holiday 
Party” 

LANSDOWNE Boston! “Berklee 
Free Music Tuesdays” 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Ses- 
sion Americana 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | Hard #9 

MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Queer 
Circus” with DJ Eileen Dover 


UPS 


KITTENS ABLA 


MEAN CREEK 
IP + MOVERS & SHAKERS 
CROPDUSTER 


SONSCIOUS « AFTER MY OWN 
GOODNIGHT 


THE JX BARGAINS 


MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | Kevin Connor McGrath 
[Diamond Mines] 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | “Throwed - Indie/ 
Electro Dance Party” with Dj E- 
Marce 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Hearthrob” 

MIDWAY CAFE jamaica 
Happiest Lion 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Dave Foley Band 

PADDY 0’S| Boston | “Blues Jam” 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Aaron Perino + Josh English 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Holiday 
Horseboxes” 

RUMOR | Boston | “Top 40 & Mash 
Ups” with DJ Hectik: Front Room 
| “House” with DJ Roger M: Back 
Room 

RYLES | Cambridge | “Artist Show- 
case” 

Continued on p 40 


SHERMAN BURN: 
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PETE KILPATRICK BAND 


ADDISON STATION ZAC MAC 
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DRIVE IT LIKE YOU STOLE IT 
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THE BOSTON PHOENIX DECEMBER 18, 2009 
SILENT SEASON 


Tommy Doyle’s 


Harvard Square 


THURSDAY DEC 17 2009 9:30PM 
THE DIRTY HIT 
$3 COVER 


FRIDAY DEC 18 2009 9:30PM 
DAN KING. JO HENLEY 
$3 COVER 


SATURDAY DEC 19 2009 9:30PM 
ANDREA CAPOZZ0LI, IYEOKA 
$3 COVER 


SUNDAY DEC 20 2009 8:00PM 
OPEN MIC HOSTED BY JOSH CARESS 
FREE! 


TUESDAY DEC 22 2009 9:30PM 

DAY AC sTIC SHOWCASE 
WKIE'S LITTLE 44 
G LOFTUS 


FREE 


WEDNESDAY DEC 2009 
STUMP 
10:00 KARAOKF 
FREE! 


96 WINTHROP STREET 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 
6) 7-664-0855 


x 
CREATICOTTBOSTON COM 
Thu 12.17.09 
Marcus Foster - Biue Roses 


Ryan Lee Crosby 
18+ 9pm $10.00 


Fri 12.18.09 
DJs Ken & Michael V. 


21+ 10pm $5.00 


218.09 
The Gas featuring 
ye Williarns - Dave Boz 
Twn Vargultsh and more’ 
8+ 7pm $5.00 


Rob Cantrett 


Sat 12.19.09 
The Big Big Bucks - The Konks 
Babydriver - Bar Sinester 
21+ 9pm $9.00 


Sun 1220.09 
The Scrooges + Vagiant 
Hot On The Heels 
18+ 9pm $10.00 


Mon 1221.09 
Young Adults - Beach Hair 
18+ Spm $7.00 
‘© 1222 Commonweath Ave 


Allston, MA 02134 
617-566-9014 


8PM 21+ 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 

PRESS PROJECT 

(REUNION SHOW! 
STICKY FUZZ 

CEASE DESIST 


COVER: $25 
FORGETFUL JONES 


RT. FOXBORO 02035 
508 543-0599 


NEW EVE PARTY 


THREE DAY THRESHOLD 


Continued from p 39 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Ra- 

dio Kings 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 

Taunton | “Tuesday Night Blues” 

with Mike Paolucci 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Danielle 

Miraglia | 10 pm | Audrey Ryan 

TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD 
Cambridge | 9:30 pm | “Tuesday 

Acoustic Showcase” 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
Last Second + Stephie Peeka & the 

SeeKing 7 + Kris Somers + Dirge 


Caroler 
2UZU | Carnbridge | “Queer Collab 
Holiday Blowout 


WEDNESDAY 


Directory for phone numbers and 


ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm 
“Monkey Rock Writer's Circle” | 9 
pm “Open Mic” with Bryan Mur 


ATWooD’ 'S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Elastic Waste Band 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Lunch Box Funk 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS 
Cambridge | “Candy's Blues, jazz & 
Rock Jam 
CLUB PASSIM 
Minogue 
COLONIAL INN | ( 
Mazzy & the Last 


STREET GAR & GRILL 


Cambridge | Aine 


DURTY NELLY’S 


GOOD LIFE | Bost M 


GREEN DRAGON Bost Two Way 
HARPERS FERRY Allston | North 


HENNESSY S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos 
ton | Buzz Karaoke Band 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerv 
Equalites 
LIZARD LOUNGE 
nifer Kimball 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | Shawn Lichtenstein + Threat 
Level Burgundy 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, RI | Badfish (Sublime tribute} 
+ Scotty Don’t + Senior Discount + 
Crey Sanford Band + Ticonderogas 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 

| “Belly Dancing” 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Neurological Damage + 
Sherman Burns + Mutt + Fires + 

Yoko Oh No 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “jazz 
Set” with Jesse Taitt Trio + Bill 
Banfield 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Tara White 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | Zen Lunacy 

& Nat Mugavero 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | 5s pm | Mike Ho 
{9 pm | “Rock Band & Cuitar Hero” 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Midweek Techno” with Dj Pat 
Fontes + Dj Soul Clap 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 
Downbeat 5 + JJ Rassler Band 
PRECINCT | Somerville | Hugh Mc 
Cowan + Misfits 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Primi- 
tive Sounds” with Dj Jonathan 
Cladstone 

RYLES | Cambridge | “World Wednes- 
days” with Project K-Paz 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Fandango | 
10 pm | Doctor's Fox 

TY. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| “TT's Annual Holiday Party” with 
Tom Baker & John Brookhouse + Jim 
Buni + Corin Ashley + Jason Dunn + 
Brendan Little 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Penguin Club” 
with Dj Mario Lemieux 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 

addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm | 
CNC Music Marathon” 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | “Sham- 

tock Idol” 


ie | 7:30 pm 


pm 


Cambridge | jen 


STREET DOGS are the Paradise Saturday and Sunday. 


CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Chicken Slacks 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Andy Joy 
ESTATE | Boston | “Clamiife Thurs- 
days” with Dj Richie Ladue 

FUSION | Foxboro | Dj Dc 

— DRAGON | Boston |s pm | PD 
Rogers | 9 pm | Spitting V ies 
HENNESSY’ S DOWNSTAI S | Bos- 


ton | Fly Switch 


MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Close 
MR. TAVERN | Bo 


PHOENIX LANDING ambridg 


Dj JC: Back Room 
SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 


CAFE | North Attleboro 
Music Open Mic 


“Acoustic 
& Karaoke” 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm | 
“Beantown Comedy Riot” with Mike 
Whitman 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8:30 pm | “Main 
Stage Show” | 10 pm | “Uncomfort- 
able Holiday Moments” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm | 
“ImprovBoston Holiday Spectacular” 
| 10 pm | “The 10 Slot” 

MOTTLEY’S COMEDY CLUB | pm | 
“All | Want for Hannukah is Christ- 
mas” with Cary Culman 

TOMMY’S COMEDY LOUNGE | 8:30 
pm | Comedy Showcase 


FRIDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

| 8 pm | “Improv Jones Presents: Your 
Overactive Imagination” 

BURRELL SCHOOL | 7:30 pm | Im- 
prov Soup 

CHEERS FANEUIL HALL | 9 pm | 
Steve Sweeney 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | 9 pm | Dick 
Doherty + EJ Murphy and Friends 
GREAT SCOTT | 7:30 pm | Anderson 
Comedy Croup presents “The Gas” 
with Rob Cantrell 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 + 10 pm | “Main 
Stage Show” | 11:59 pm | “The Mid- 
night Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7 pm 

| “SketchHaiis” | 9:30 pm | “Harold 
Night” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 + 10 
pm | “ImprovBoston Holiday Spec- 
tacular”™ | 11:30 pm | “Nightcap” 
MGM GRAND @ FOXWOODS | 8 pm 
| Lisa Lampanelli 


MOTTLEY’S COMEDY CLUB | pm | 
“All | Want for Hannukah is Christ 

mas” with Cary Culman 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP | 8 pm | John 
David 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 

CAFE | 8:30 pm 
Speed of Thoug 


See Club Directory f 1umbers and 
addresses 

CHEERS FANEUIL HALL 

Steve Sweeney 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’ Ss 8+1 


ick Dohert 


Show with 


ids 


IMPROV ASYLUM 


Stage Show” | 11 prr { ged 
IMPROVBOSTON CABARET 7 pm 
“Harry Cordon ne asts Ame a 
“Mosaic: The Ten Years of 

Show™ 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 6 pm 
| “Family Show™ | 8 + 10 pm |“! 
provBoston Holiday Spectacular” 
11:30 pm | “Nightcap” 

MOTTLEY’S COMEDY CLUB | 5 pm 
“All | Want for Hannukah is Christ 
mas” with Cary Culman 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP | 8 pm | John 
David 


SUNDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 9 pm | 
“Boston’s Longest Open Mic Night” 
with EJ Murphy 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “NXT 
Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 7 pm | 
“ImprovBoston Holiday Spectacular” 


MONDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 8 
pm | “Underground Comedy” 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm 
| “Weekend Comedy Stretch” with 
Mitch Stinson 

GREEN DRAGON | “Bartle of the 
Comedians” 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 7 pm | “Cheap- 
shots Comedy Club” 


TUESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm | “Com- 
edy Showcase” with Jim Lauletta 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “House 
Teams” 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | 8:30 pm | Improv Comedy 
Workshop with Speed of Thought 
Players 


WEDNESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BURREN | 10 pm | “Comedy Night” 


9 pm | 


DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm | “Com 
edy Showcase” with Paul Nardizzi 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Vanity 
Project” 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | 8:30 pm | Stand-Up Comedy 


Open Mic Night 


hone numbers and 


DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 

VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 5 
Beantowr edy Riot” with Mike 

Whitma 

TOMMY’S COMEDY LOUNGE | 5:30 


medy Showcase 


pi 


CONCERTS 


Popular 


THURSDAY 

DAVID ARCHULETA | 7 pm | MCM 
Crand @ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich 
Westerly Rd, Mashantucket, CT | 
$20-$40 | 866.646.0609 

DIVIDE THE DAY | 8 pm | Wolf Den @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 
FOLK OPEN MIC HOSTED BY DAN 
CLOUTIER | Annual Holiday Party | 
7:30 pm | Amazing Things Arts Cen- 
ter, 55 Nichols Rd, Framingham | $6 
| 508.405.ARTS 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | Tribute 
acts | Thurs-Sat + Tues 8 pm; Sun 
4pm; Wed 1+8 pm | Fox Theater 

@ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich West- 

erly Rd, Mashantucket, CT | $25 | 
866.646.0609 

NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY 
YOUTH JAZZ ORCHESTRA | 7 pm | 
Brown Hall, 30 Cainsborough St, 
Boston | Free | 617.585.1122 


FRIDAY 

BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY'S WILD 
& SWINGIN’ HOLIDAY PARTY | 
Fri-Sat 8 pm | Wolf Den @ Mohegan 
Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncas- 
ville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 
ENDLESS VENDETTA + TAKE CARE 
+ THE NEIGHBORS + JACK FLAP- 
PERS AND THE HAPPY HIPPO 
SUNSHINE CREW | “Rock Off 

Main Street!” | 7:30 pm | Center for 
Arts, 14 Summer St, Natick | $8 | 
508.647.0097 

TYRA PENN AND HER ARMY OF 
SNAKES | 8 pm | Amazing Things 
Arts Center, 55 Nichols Rd, Fram- 
ingham | $15; $14 students, seniors | 
508.405.ARTS 

ROB THOMAS + RYAN STAR | 7 pm 
| Mohegan Sun Arena, 1 Mohegan 
Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | $46 | is 
800.745.3000 

ULTRASONIC ROCK ORCHESTRA | 
“Night at the Rock Opera”: classics 
by Queen, David Bowie, The Who, 


EMBER 18, 2009 THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
with D] Nxt Era + DJ] Sound Revolu Djs Crook & Lenore 5 
j W ay dance” with Dj Manuel Santiago | 
ROXY | Boston | “Matzo Ball I Main 
DI DC days” with D] Roger M: Main Room 
DECEMBER 


The Beatles, and Led Zeppelin | Fri- 
Sat 8 pm; Sun 5:30 pm | Regent The 
atre, 7 Medford St, Arlington | $25 | 
www.urorocks.com 

JOHNNY WINTER | 8 pm | Tupelo 
Music Hall Salisbury, 4 Oceanfront 
North, Salisbury Beach | $45-$50 | 
978.462.5888 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 
for Thurs 


SATURDAY 

CLUB D’ELF | 8 pm | Amazing Things 

Arts Center, 55 Nichols Rd, Fram 

ingham | $16; $15 students, seniors | 

508.405.ARTS 

PAULA COLE | 8 pm | Center for 

Arts, 14 Summer St, Natick | $50; 

$49 students, seniors | 508.647.0097 

RECYCLED PERCUSSION | 7 pm | Tu 

pelo Music Hall Salisbury, 4 Ocean 

front North, Salisbury Beach | $25 | 

978.462.5888 

ROOMFUL OF BLUES | 8 pm | Bull 

Run Restaurant, 215 Creat Rd [Rte 

2A], Shirley | $18 | 978.425.4311 

STRAIGHT NO CHASER | 8 pm 
Berklee Performance Center 

136 Mass Ave, Boston | $25 | 

800.745.3000 

BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY'S WILD 

& SWINGIN’ HOLIDAY PARTY | See 

listing for Fri 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 

for Thurs 

ULTRASONIC ROCK ORCHESTRA | 


See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 
CANADIAN BRASS | 8 pm | Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 Mass Ave, 
Boston | $35-$50 | 800.745.3000 
PERRY DESMOND | Plus open mic 
4:30-6:30 pm | Real School of Music, 
56 Middlesex Tpke, Burlington | Free 
888.881.7325 
DAVID FOSTER & THE MOHEGAN 
SUN ALL-STARS | 7 pm | Wolf Den @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 
AARON KWOK | 2 am + 2 pm | Mohe 
gan Sun Arena, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | $58-$168 | 718.888.3113 
or www. iemshowplace.com 


The new Trojan® 2GO® condom card. Two premium Trojan condoms, 
one sleek package. Fits discreetly your wallet. Available checkout. 


NATALIE MacMASTER | 2+ 7 pm | 
Music Hall, 104 Congress St, Ports 
mouth, NH | $34-$43 | 603.436.2400 
KENNY ROGERS | 4 pm | Lowell 
Memorial Auditorium, 50 E Mer 
rimack St, Lowell | $51.50-$71.50 | 
800.745.3000 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 
for Thurs 

ULTRASONIC ROCK ORCHESTRA | 
See listing for Fri 


MONDAY 

FOLK OPEN MIC | With Patty 
Keough | 8 pm | Center for Arts, 

14 Summer St, Natick | $5 

508 .647.0097 

MAJOR MOTION | 7 pm | Wolf Den @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd 
Uncasville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 


TUESDAY 

FENWAY JAZZ JAM | With David 
Ehle | 7-11 pm | Tiki Hideaway 
Lounge, Howard Johnson Hotel, 
1271 Boylston St, Boston | Free | 
617.572.3692 

SOULED OUT | 7 pm | Wolf Den @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 
LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 


for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 
LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 
for Thurs 


THURSDAY 

CARTELLS | 7 pm | Wolf Den @ Mo 
hegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 


Classical 


THURSDAY 

BOSTON POPS ESPLANADE OR- 
CHESTRA CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART | “Holiday Pops” | 7:30 
pm | Mohegan Sun Arena, 1 Mohe 
gan Sun Bivd, Uncasville, CT | $40 
$50 | 800.745.3000 


HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY JAAP TER LINDEN 

| Manfredini’s Concerto Grosso Opus 
3 No. 12 [Christmas Concerto}; Handel's 
Concerto Grosso Opus 3 No. 2; Muf. 
fat's Armonico tributo; Bach's Orchestral 
Suite No. 2; Corelli's Concerto Crosso 
Opus 6 No. 8 [Christmas Concerto] | 
Thurs 8 pm; Sun 3 pm | Jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough St, Boston | $37-$74| 
617.266.3605 

HOLIDAY POPS | “Twelve Days of 
Christmas” | Thurs 4 + 8 pm [James 
Orent]; Fri 4 + 8 pm [Keith Lockhart]; 
Sat-Sun 11 am + 3 prn [Lockhart] + 
7:30 pm [Orent]; Mon-Wed 4 + 8 pm 
{Lockhart}; Thurs 11 am + 3 pm [Lock 
hart] + 7:30 pm [Orent] | Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | $27-$122 
617.266.1200 or 888.266.1200 
KONSTANTIN RYBAKOV AND 
RAQUEL GORGOJO | Prokofiev's 
Violin Sonata No. 1; Allegro from 
Brahms's Violin Concerto; Waxman's 
Carmen Fantasy | 7:30 pm | St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 1 Roanoke Ave, 
Jamaica Plain | $10 | www. jpconcerts 
org 


FRIDAY 

OLGA CACEANOVA AND CONSTAN- 
TINE FINEHOUSE | Schumann's 
Violin Sonata No. 1; Ravel's Tzigane 
works by Bach | 
of Music, 27 Car 
Free | 781.962.8921 

CHORUS PRO MUSICA AND TRITON 
BRASS QUINTET | The 
Farewell” from Berlioz's Lenfance du 
Christ; Alfred Burt's “Star Carol; the 
Shepherds’ Chorus from Cian Carlo 
Menotti's Ama d the Night Visitors | 8 
pm | Old South Church, 645 Boylston 
St, Boston | $20-$45 | 800.658.4276 or 
www.choruspromusica.org 
ORIANA CONSORT | Vivaldi’s Gloria; 


Purcell's Oh Sing unto the Lord, with pe 
P 


m | Longy School 


n St, Cambridge | 


“Shepherds 


riod instruments; music by Leighton, 


Whitacre, Hassler, and Betinis | 8 pm 
| First Lutheran Church, 299 Berkeley 
St, Boston | $15; $12 students, seniors 
| 617.547.1798 

VOCI ANGELICA TRIO | Christmas 


carols from Spain, France, Mexico, 


find Trojan 2GO store near you, TrojanCondoms.com 


©2009 Church & Dwight Co., Inc 


and the US | 7:30 pm | Kaji Aso Stu- 
dio, 40 St. Stephen St, Boston | $10; 
$5 students, seniors | 617.983.0369 
HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 
BACK BAY CHORALE | Schiitz's 
Jauchzet dem Herrn; Cloria and Sanctus 
from Gabrieli’s Sacrae Symphoniae; De 
ring’s Quem vidistis, pastores; Bassano’s 
Hodie Christus natus est; Lauda Jerusalem 
from Monteverdi's Vespro della Beata 
Virgine; seasonal works | Sat 8 pm; Sun 
3 pm | BU, Marsh Chapel, 735 Comm 
Ave, Boston | $25-$35; $5 off for stu 
dents, seniors | 617.648.3885 or www 
bbcboston.org 
BLUE HERON RENAISSANCE CHOIR 
| “Christmas in Medieval England” 
works by Power and Pycard, an iso 
rh mic motet by John Dunstable, 
and movements from the anonymous 
Missa Veterem Hominem | 8 pm (pre-con 
cert talk 7:15 pm] | First Congr 
al Church, 11 Garden St, Cambridge 
| $30-$35; $20 seniors; $10 students 
617.960.7956 
MUSICIANS OF THE OLD POST 
ROAD | instrumental and vocal works 
from Spain, France, and Italy, plus a 
cantata by Francesco Mancini | Sat 3 
pm | Old South Church, 645 Boylston 
St, Boston | Sun 4 pm | First Unitarian 
Church, 90 Main St, Worcester | $25; 
$20 students, seniors | 781.466.6694 
VOCI ANGELICA TRIO | Christmas 
music arranged for two sopranos, 
cello, piano, and percussion | 7:30 pm 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 1 Roa 


egation 


noke Ave, Jamaica Plain | $10 | www. 
jpconcerts.org 


HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 

BOSTON BOY CHOIR AND ST. PAUL 
MEN’S SCHOLA | Carols and works 
by Tchaikovsky, Biery, Haas, Marier, 
Rutter, Willcocks, and Woodman | 3 
pm | St. Paul Church, Bow + Arrow 
Sts, Harvard Square, Cambridge | $15 
$25 | 617.868.8658 

BOSTON CAMERATA | “A Mediterra 
nean Christmas”: songs, chants, and 
instrumentals drawn from medizval 


transcripts and folklore | 3 pm | First 
Lutheran Church, 299 Berkeley St, 
Boston | $22-$46; $10 students; 20 per- 
cent off seniors | 617.262.2092 
BOSTON POPS ESPLANADE OR- 
CHESTRA CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART | “Holiday Pops” | 7:30 pm 
| Lowell Memorial Auditorium, 50 
East Merrimack St, Lowell | $40-$126 | 
978.454.2299 

CAMBRIDGE SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY CYNTHIA 
WOODS | Copland’s Fanfare for the Com- 
mon Man; Beethoven's Symphony No. 
9, with the Cambridge Community 
Chorus, soprano Rochelle Bard, mez 
zo-soprano Rebecca Folsom, tenor 
Ray Bauwe: and baritone Robert 
Honeysucker | 4 pm | MIT, Kresge Au 
ditorium, 48 Mass A’ Cambridge | 
$15-$20; $10-$15 seni 617.576.1819 
BACK BAY CHORALE | See 
for Sat 

HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY CON- 
DUCTED BY JAAP TER LINDEN | See 
listing for Thurs 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 
MUSICIANS OF THE OLD POST 
ROAD | See listing for Sat 


MONDAY 

“MOSTLY FAC- 
ULTY ARTIST RECITAL | Vocal and 
chamber works by Bohw 
his pupil Vitezslava Kapralova, and 
her father, Vaclav Kapral, with 
pianist Erik Entwistle, cellist Daria 
Titova, violinist Sara Matayoshi, so 
prano 
Dani 


listing 


slav Martini, 


ti Catt, and mezzo-soprano 


Tosic | 7:30 pm | Longy School 
of Music, 27 Garden St, Cambridge 
Free | www.longy.edu 


HOLIDAY POPS | See li ting for Thurs 


TUESDAY 

JILL MALIN, CHARLOTTE MALIN, 
AND HEINRICH CHRISTENSEN | Tra- 
ditional carols and seasonal works by 
Bach, Scarlatti, and others | 12:15 pm 
King's Chapel, 58 Tremont St, Boston 
| $3 suggested donation | 617.227.2155 
SEVEN TIMES SALT | Holiday music 
from 16th- and 17th-century Ger 
many, France, and the British Isles 


| 8 pm | Friends Meeting House, 5 
Longfellow Park, Cambridge | $10 
suggested donation | 508.878.7028 
HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 
HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


THURSDAY 

KING'S CHAPEL CHOIR | Music by 
Byrd, Mendelssohn, Rutter, and 
Distler | 10:30 pm | King’s Chapel, 
58 Tremont St, Boston | $3 suggested 
donation | 617.227.2155 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for previ 
ous Thurs 


DANCE 


THURSDAY 

BOSTON BALLET | The Nutcracker | 
Thurs-Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 1 + 7:30 pm; 
Sun 1 + §:30 pm; Tues 7:30 pm; Wed 
1 + 7:30 pm; Thurs noon | Boston 
Opera House, 539 Washington St 
Boston | $35-$162 | 617.695.6955 or 
www. bostonballet.org 


FRIDAY 
BALLETROX | Anthony Williams's 
Urban Nutcracker | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 
1:30 + 7:30 pm; Sun 1:30 pm | John 
Hancock Hall, 180 Berkeley St, Bos 
ton | $20-$55 | 877.548.3237 
CAMBRIDGE YOUTH DANCE COM- 
PANY | What the Dickens?!: urban 
expressions woven with ballet, tap 
hip-hop, and modern choreography 
Fri 7 pm; Sat 2+ 7 pm | BU Dance 
Theatre, 915 Comm Ave, Boston 
$20-$25; $15 seniors | 617.358.2500 
CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS | Holi 
day show choreographed by Robert 
VerEecke of the Boston Liturgical 
Dance Ensemble and Helen O'Dwyer 
| Fri 7:30 pm; Sat-Sun 3 pm | Boston 
College, Robsham Theater Arts Cen- 
ter, Chestnut Hill | $15 | 617.552.4002 
JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE | The 
Nutcracker | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 2 + 6 pm; 
Continued on p 42 
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BOSTON BALLET for 


SATURDAY 
BALLETROX See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET See 


CAMBRIDGE DANCE 
PANY See listing for Fri 
CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS 


F 


jost MATEO BALLET THEATRE 


See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 
BALLETROX | See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET | See listir 


1g for 
hurs 

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS | See 
listing for Fri 

JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE 


See listing for Fri 


TUESDAY 
BOSTON BALLET See listing for 


Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 
BOSTON BALLET | See listir 


Thurs 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON BALLET See 


previous Thurs 


SOLEIL 
NIGHTFALL 


BOSTON 


ig for 


sting for 


READINGS 


THURSDAY 
PHILIP HASOURIS, FRANK MILLER, 
DIANA SAENZ, AND SAM CORNISH 


poet 


Sheraton Braintree Hotel 
F 37 Forbes Road, 
Braintree, 02184 


es ry readir 


Bost 


Laureate Seri igs 
mn City 
mgress St 


SATURDAY 
“BAGELS WITH THE BARDS” 


le | Free 


“OPEN BARK POETRY AND MUSIC” 


tofthe B 


SUNDAY 
“LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM” 


617.547.0759 


y the Jeff Robinson 


MONDAY 
STONE SOUP OPEN MIC 


e Gallery, 106 


$4 suggested 


WEDNESDAY 

BOSTON aw SLAM & OPEN MIC 
8 pm nge, 738 Mass Ave, 
Car ge | $3 | 617.354.2685 


TALKS 


THURSDAY 

“TEA WITH MISS ROSE” | With au 
thor Belinda Rathbone | 12:15 pm | Old 
Meeting H e, 310 Washing 
St, Boston | $5 | 617.482.6439 


SATURDAY 

“THE SUDBURY BOW AND ITS SIC- 
NIFICANCE FOR THE HARVARD ART 
MUSEUM” | With curator Ivan Gaskell 
| am | Harvard Art Museum, Arthur 
M. Sackler Museum, 485 Broadway, 
Cambridge | Free | 617.495.9400 


EVENTS 


THURSDAY 

“THE GREAT POE DEBATE” | Advo 
cates Jeff Jerome of Baltimore, Paul 
Lewis of Boston, and Edward Pettit of 
Philadelphia debate Edgar Allan Poe's 
legacy in their resp home towns 
7 pm | Boston Public Library, Rabb 


Free | 617.552.37 10 or 617 448.7115 
INTERNATIONAL DAY TO END ViO- 
LENCE AGAINST SEX WORKERS 
OBSERVANCE | Excerpts from the 
Sex Workers Int 


ibus Ave, Boston | Free | www 
lucyparsons.org 

“PEOPLE'S GUIDE TO THE HEALTH- 
CARE DEBATE” | f health 


assion 


WINTER BREW 


new st 


FRIDAY 
SHEILA JORDAN FILM CONCERT 
EVENT 


followed t 


grapt 


ert with 
Brown 
al Arts Center 
ridge | $18-$24 


SATURDAY 

BUDDHIST MEDITATION WEEKEND 
RETREAT itual 
meditation | Sat 9 am-9 pm; Sun 6 
am-4:30 pr hical Society, 21 
$20 per day sug 
56 or 781.646. 3272 


Two days of sz 


Th D 
Theosop 


demos | S 

pm | Prudential 

Arcade, 800 Boylst 
www.cs.org 


SUNDAY 
INTERNATIONAL DANCE aad 
WORKSHOP | For inst 5 
gers; led by Ba 
and Ray Rosenstock | Instrumental 
pm; singing 3:30-5:30 pm | Coddard 
House, 165 Chestnut St, Brookline 

| $10 per session or $15 for both | 
617.734.5215 or www. facc 


and sir 


me 


617.734.2500 
BUDDHIST 
RETREAT | 
CULTURAL SURVIVAL BAZAAR See 
li @ for Sat 


MONDAY 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 
OPEN REHEARSAL | Scen. 

the Actors’ Shakes 
ing prod 
the direct 
along to hon 
sol e | 11 pm | Midway Stu 
Ch. el Center St, Boston 
events@ac 


upco 
f 


HOLIDAYS 


THURSDAY 

CHRISTMAS CAVALCADE FOR THE 
SOMERVILLE HOMELESS COALI- 
TION | With Livingston Taylor, Chan 
dier Travis Philharmonic, Dennis 
Brennan, Jenny Dee and the Deelin 
quents, Merrie Amsterburg, Shaun 
Wortis, Greg Creenway, Alastair 
Moock, the Darlings, the Boston 
Typewriter Orchestra, and more | 
7:30 pm | Johnny D's, 17 Holland Sr, 
Somerville | $15 | 617.776.2004 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | Handmade gifts, art, fresh 
baked goods, and other local products 
| Thurs-Sat + Mon-Wed 11 am-7 pm; 
Sun noon-6 pm | Summer St [across 
from Macy's}, Boston | Free | www. 
bostonpublicmarket.org 

RICK RECHT HANUKKAH COM- 
MUNITY CONCERT | Jewish music |7 
pm | Congregation Keh Israel, 
384 Harvard St, Brookline | $12 
617.277.9155 X 215 


FRIDAY 
“GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST: A 
HOLIDAY STROLL THROUGH BOS- 
TON, Holida 
through historic Bea 
1+4pm)| tat 
steps, 24 Beacon St, Be 
$12 seniors (reservatio: 
978.269.4237 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | Alternative mar 
ketplace of local and w 
g Fri 


required] 


a 3.625.9779 
SOLSTICE CELEBRATION slebrate 


the season wi 


ton | Free | 617.92 
SOWA ANTIQUES AND VINTAGE 
HOLIDAY MARKETPL ay U 


Sat 1 


que 
am-s5 
or St [be 
n Ave and Albany 
ee | WWW.S 


tween H 
, Bosto 
tiquesmar deat com 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Th 


SATURDAY 

WINTER SOLSTICE IN LEGEND AND 
SONG | Seasonal celebr n, with 
storyteller Diane Ed 
cians Margot Ch. 
Megan, anda 
7:30-9:30 pm | A’ 
Hunnewell Bidg, 1 
ton | $20 | 617.384.5277 

DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Thurs 
“GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST: A 
HOLIDAY STROLL THROUGH BOS- 
TON, AS IT WAS” | See listing for Pri 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Fri 

SOWA ANTIQUES AND VINTAGE 
HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE | See list 
ing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

AARDVARK ORCHESTRA AN- 
NUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
gram includes Mary Lou Willi 
Gloria and Mark Harvey's r 
Blue Butterfly to h 
7:30 pm | Er 
bury St, Bosto 
617.452.3205 


waan 


urs 


YOUTH PRO MUSICA HOLIDAY 
CONCERT CONDUCTED BY ROBERT 
BARNEY | French, Ukrainian, 


sort 


1326 Washi r Newtor 
$12-$15; $8-$10 students, seniors 
666.6087 


617 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Thurs 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Fri 

SOWA ANTIQUES AND VINTAGE 
HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE | See list 
ing for Fri 


MONDAY 

DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Thurs 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Fri 


TUESDAY 

DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Thurs 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Fri 


WEDNESDAY 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Thurs 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Fri 


THURSDAY 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for previous 
Thurs 


THURSDAY 

QUEERAOKE | Dancing, singing, 
costumes, and Women's Dance 
Night with Dj Summer's Eve | 10 pm 
| Midway Café, 3896 Washington St, 
Jamaica Plain | $5 | 617.524.9038 


FRIDAY 

PURE: FRIDAYS | Lesbian dance 
party with hip-hop, house, and 
Top 40 music | 8:30 pm-2 am | Pearl 
Nightclub, 75 Warrenton St, Boston 


617.542.4077 
TRUTH SERUM AND NINE INCH 


and 


h carols, Vivaldi’s Cloria, and a 


est appearance by Concordia Con 
ciety 


4 pm | First Unitarian So: 


GAY LESBIAN 


| $8 before midnight; $10 after | 


NEEDLES PRESENT: HOLIDAY 
HANDJOBS | Social event with queer 
crafters and artists, beer, and per 
formances by Rogue Burlesque, Kiel 
basia, the Tearjerks, and Djs BRDR 
and Kat Fyte | 7-11 pm | Dilboy VFW 


Hall, m Summer St, Davis Square, 
| $2 | http://holiday-hand 
SATURDAY 


BOSTON GAY AND LESBIAN CON- 


of Jar 


aica Plain | $ 
GAY SATURDAYS @ EPIC | With Dj 
Nina Flowers | 10:30 pm | House of 
Blues, 15 Lansdowne St, Boston | $15 | 
www.epicsaturday.com 


MONDAY 

DIRTY SEXY MONDAY | DSM Dives 
and DJ Susan Esthera host drag 
comedy show | 10 pm-2 Ma 

ch , 1254 Boylston St, Boston | $12 | 
617.818.1929 

QUEER TANGO | CLBT-friendly Ar 
gentine tango | 6-9 pm [intermediates 
6-7:30 pm and beginners and practica 
7:30-9 pm] | Democracy Center, 45 
Mount Auburn St, Cambridge | $5-$10 
beginners; $15 intermediate | www 
queertangoboston.com 


TUESDAY 

QUEER CIRCUS | Cay Twister, Horny 
Jeopardy, and dance-with-the-drag- 
queen contest hosted by Eileen Dover 
| 10 pm-2 am | Machine, 1254 Boylston 
St, Boston | $12 | 617.818.1929 


BENEFITS 


MONDAY 

THREE DAY THRESHOLD HOLIDAY 
CHARITY SHOW FOR UNHCR | 
Concert proceeds provide emergency 
assistance to refugees | 8-9 pm | All 
Asia, 334 Mass Ave, Cambridge | $10 | 
www allasiabar.com 


A Trio | 7:30 pm | Lizard Lounge, indie or foreign film followed by 
List 1667 Mass Ave, Cambridge | $5 discussion (film TBA] | 10 am 
Sst lidge Corner T re, 290 Harvar nglisi 
ae he Stone odes ROSANNA WARREN | Poetry St, Brookline | $20; $10 student 
‘ Ansynthe reading | 2-4 pm | Brookline Pub 
MITCH’S Traditional BBQ lic Library, Hunneman Hall, 361 
There's 2 Fee in that Kitchen 4 Washington St, Brookline | Free | 
4 ‘frigay 12/16 617.730.2370 
= Pistol Shrimp 30 + §:30 pm | Brandeis Univer 
> happy tobdays Lance Martin ‘Slow pd ty, Sf Theatre, 415 South St 
> “onda Waltt S-$50 | 781.736.3400 
Z a commentary by Tara Hurley (Happy 
H Endings), a reading of the names of 
age 7 . entrance, fifth floor], Boston | Free sex workers murdered this year, and ae 
q Corn si 7 484 a memorial stroll through Back Bay 
fi t ktails 7 pm | Lucy Parsons Center, 549 
Roark 4 etry “open mic™ | 9 am-noon | Au Bon 11:30 am-7 pm; Sat 10 am-7 pm; Sun 
Pain, Davis Square, Somervil noon-6 pm | First Unitarian Church, 
CA 7 § , _ are problems and reforms with a 2 Carden St_ Cambridge | Free Re 
Gallery neous Celebrations, 45 Danforth St 
gested d i 7.354.5287 | ebrating Urba ings, and mu 7:30-9 pm | Theo 
with artist Hannah sophical Society, 21 Maple St, Arling TRA DANCE | 7:30-11 pm | First 
6-8 pm | Urbano, 29 Germania St 
Jamaica Plain | Free | 617.983.1007 | 
pm; Sun 11 arr 
4 = iting artisans from Africa, Asia, and 
clothing, décor, and more, plus mu. 
AS 


Celebrate the holiday 
Listen all next week for your 
chance win autographed 


asor 


360 Consoles 
and tons more! 


GALLERIES 


NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 

ACME FINE ART 617 551 | 38 
Newbury St. #4 | Tues-Sat 1 am-5:30 


ugh Dec 23: Robert Beau 


Newbury St | Mon-Sat 12 
Through Dec 30: Pedro 
AXELLE FINE ARTS | 6 


91 Newbury St | Sat-Sun 10 


617.536.5049 | 1S8 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 


Works 2009 

FOURTH WALL PROJECT www 
fourthwaliproyect co 2 Brookline Ave 
Fri-Sun noon-7 pm | Through Feb 

Yor 


mehara Yasuma 

GALLERY NAGA | 617267 9060 | 67 
Newbury St | Tues-Sat 10 am-s pm 

ih Dec 19: Gerry Bergstein: “Ele 


Sat 10 am-1 pm Through 
Time 1989/1990" 


5.0076 Newbury St | Mon 


Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun noon-6 pm 
Through jan ¥ 16: “Winter Delights” 
JUD! ROTENBERCG CALLERY 
6174377518 | 130 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 
10 am-6 pm | Through Dec 23: Brian 
Knep 

MILLER BLOCK GALLERY 

4650 | 38 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 


“The Boston Store: pro 


tel Commonwealth | 617.267.8929 | S02 
Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Sat 
Through Jan 12: “Harold 
A Retrospective” 
PUCKER GALLERY 617.267.9473 | 171 
Sat 10 am-5:30 pm; 
Through Jan 18: 
iaux: “A Year in the 
Randy Johnston 


Fri 


Comtetr 
VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART 
£17623 0661 | 161 Crit 


523.0661 | 161 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 
10 alM-5:30 pm | Dec 17-Jan 30: Mary 
Armstrong 


SOUTH END 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 
Mills Gallery | 617426.8835 | 539 Tremont 
St | Wed + Sun noon-s pm; Thurs-Sat 
noon-9 pm | Through jan 3: “Strange 
Loops” | Liliana Porter 
Matiné” 


“Matinee/ 


BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
2.7781 | 486 Harrison Ave | Wed: 
Through Dec 20: Peter 
Haines: “Elements Converg 
ing” | Donna Dodson: “Elephant Tribe” 
BROMFIELD GALLERY | 61745) 3605 
450 Harrison Ave | Wed. noon-5 pm 
rough Dec 20: “12 x 12 Holiday Show” 
CARROLL AND SONS | 6174822477 
Harrison Ave | Call for hours 
1 Dec 20: Raul Gonzalez: “Loo- 
It Might Could Have Been)” 
ng Project” 
617.859.7222 | 450 
Tues-Sat 1 am-6 
pm; Sun 1 am-4 pm | Through Dec 31 
Holly Farrell 
GALATEA FINE ART | 617542 1500 
www galateaart ore | 4608 Harrison Ave 
Wed-Fri noon-6 pm; Sat-Sun noon-s 
ugh Dec 30: Smaller Works 


Harnson Ave #57 


pm |T 


LA GALERIA AT VILLA VICTORIA CEN- 
TER FOR THE ARTS | 6179271707 | 85 
West Newton St | Thurs-Fri 4-7 pm; Sat 
1-4 pm | Through Dec 19: “Paredes en 
Fuego: Wallis on Fire” 
GALLERY KAYAFAS | 617.482.0411 | 450 
Harmison Ave, #37 | Wed-Thurs 11 am- 
5:30 pm; Fri-Sun 1 am-6 pm | Through 
Jan 16: Rania Matar: “Ordinary Lives” 
August Sander: “People of the 20th 
Century” | Jules Aarons: “N"Vatanu” 
GURARI COLLECTIONS | 617 3679800 
460 Harrison Ave, 8-16 | Tues-Sat 11 
am-6:30 pm; Sun noon-s pm or by ap 


tr “Columnae” 

HOWARD VEZERSK! GALLERY | 

617.262.0550 | 450 Harrison Ave, #201 
Tues-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm | Through 

Jan 5: John O'Reilly: “Art from Four 

Decades” 

KINGSTON GALLERY | 617423 4113 | 450 

Harrison Ave #43 | Wed-Sun noon-s pm 

| Through Dec 27: Cail Erwin: “Shadow 
Shift” | Small Works by Members 

LACONIA GALLERY | 617.670.1568 | 433 
Harrison Ave | Thurs-Sal noon-4 pm; 

First Fri 5:30-8 pm | Through Jan 23: 

h Cole: “I Move to Keep Things 


hole 
SAMSON PROJECTS | 6173577177 | 450 
Harrison Ave | Wed-Sat 1 am-6 pm | 
Through Jan 30: Steve Locke: “Rapture” 
SOPRAFINA GALLERY | 617728.0770 | 
SS Thayer St | Wed-Sat 11 am-s:30 pm 
or by appointment | Through Jan 14: 
Christopher Chippendale: “New Per 
ceptual Paintings” 
SPACE 242 | wow space242 com | 242 
East Berkeley St [second floor] | Fri 6:30- 
8 pm and by appointment | Through 
Jan 8: “Post This! Rock Posters of the 
gos and Beyond Extravaganza” | Artist 
Talk Dec 18: 7-8 pm 
STEVEN ZEVITAS GALLERY | 
617.778.5265 | 450 Harrison Ave #47 | 
= Sat 0 am-s pm Through Jan 16 
iannah Cole: “Mantle” | Reception Jan 
5:30-7:30 pm 


DOWNTOWN 
CHINATOWN STOREFRONT LIBRARY 
617.275.8117 | 640 Washington St | Mon 
i-Sun 1 am-6 pm; Thurs 1-8 pm | 
Through Dec 30: “Chow Mein, Chicken 
Wings, and Cheeseburgers; Recall: 
Downcity Chinese in the Postwar Era” 
INTERCONTINENTAL BOSTON 
177471000 | 510 Atlantic Ave | Through 
May: Sabi Varga: “From the Wing 
behind-the-scenes photograp 
Boston Ballet 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY | 
617.568.1294 | 80 Border St, East 
Boston | Fri-Sat 2-6 pm and by ap 
pointment | Through Dec 28: Carmen 
Sasso: “You're Welcome” | Third 
Thurs Celebration Dec 17: 6-9 pm 
AXIOM GALLERY | 617.953.6413 | 141 
Green St. jamaica Plain | Tues 2-5 pm; 


THEPHOENIX.COM 


MORE ART LISTINGS 
“ATTRACTIONS” 


Wed 6-9 pm; Thurs 2-9 pm; Sat 2-5 
pm and by appointment | Through 
Dec 19: “Riders on the Train” 
DISTILLERY GALLERY | 978.270.1904 
| 516 East Second St, South Boston | 
Mon-Sat 9 am-s pm | Through Dec 
30: Dan McCole 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY | 617.423.4299 | 300 Sum- 
mer St | Mon-Wed 9 am-3:30 pm; 
Thurs-Fri 9 am-10 pm; Sat 5-10 pm | 
Dec 18-Jan 22: TEH | Reception Dec 19: 
5:30-8 pm 

LaMONTAGNE GALLERY | 

617.464 4640 | 555 East Second St 
South Boston | Wed-Sat 1 am-6 pm 

| Through Dec 23: Julia Hechtman: 

“I Wish, I Wish” | Laura Harrison: 
“Crypto Egypto” 

PROOF GALLERY | 508.963.9102 | 
516 East Second St, South Boston | 
Thurs-Sat noon-5 pm and by appoint 
nent | Through Jan 16: “Boston Does 
Boston III” 


SOMERVILL 
WATERTOW 

ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 
617.923.0100 | 321 Arsenal St, Watertown 
| Tues-Sun noon-8 pm | Through Jan 3: 
Members’ Show 

BRICKBOTTOM GALLERY | 617 776.3410 
| 1 Fitchburg St. Somerville | Thurs-Sat 
noon-s pm | Through Jan 16: “Holy” 
CAMBRIDGE ART ASSOCIATION | | 
617876.0246 | 25 Lowell St, Cambridge | 
Tues-Sat 11 am-5 pm | Through Jan 14: 
“RED: It’s more than a color, meta- 
phor, feeling, idea, or hue,” juried by 
Cari Belz 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL | CAC Gal- 
lery | 617.349.4380 | City Hall Annex, 344 
Broadway, Carnbdridge | Mon + Wed 8:30 
am-8 pm; Tues + Thurs 8:30 am-5 pm; 
Fri 8:30 am-noon | Through Dec 18: 
“Breaking Cround” 

CAMBRIDGE COMMUNITY TELEVI- 
SION GALLERY | Drive By Gallery | 
617.661.6900 | 675 Mass Ave [entrance 
on Prospect St}, Cambridge | Mon-Thurs 
noon-9 pm, Fri noon-6 pm; Sun 4-9 
pm | Through Jan 24: Elien Crabiner 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS 
CENTER | 6175771400 | 41 Second St. 
Cambridge | Mon-Fri: 10:30 am-6 pm | 
Through Dec 31: Sylvia Stagg-Ciuliano: 
“A Walk in the Past” | Through Jan 4: 
Don Curewitz: “Myanmar: A Climpse 
of Traditional Life in Burma” 
GALLERY 321) 617.623.5315 | 321 Wash- 
ington St, Somerville | Sat noon-4 pm 
and by appointment | Through Dec 19: 
“Baby It’s Cold Outside: an experiment 
in gender, art, and expression” 
GALLERY 263 | 781.393.0000 | 263 Peart 
St, Cambridge | Fri-Sat 12:30-6:30 pm 

or by appointment | Through Dec 31: 
“Four x Six Holiday Croup Show” 
HURST GALLERY | 617491 .6888 | S3 Mt 
Auburn St, Cambridge | Tues-Sat noon-6 
pm | Through Jan 16: “Waters of Japan” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
GASP | 617.418.4308 | 362 Boylston St. 
Brookline | Wed-Sat 1 am-s pm | Dec 
18—Jan 16: “Transcending the Literal” 
{BU alumni group show] 


MUSEUMS 


DeCORDOVA SCULPTURE PARK + 
MUSEUM | 781.259.8355 | 5! Sandy 
Pond Rd, Lincoln | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $8 students, 
seniors, ages 6-12; free for ages under 
6 | Through Jan 3: Lalla Essaydi: “Les 
Femmes du Maroc” | Jules Aarons: “In 
the Jewish Neighborhoods, 1946-76” 

| “Platform 1: Andrew Mowbray” | 
Through Oct 2010: “Out of the Box: 
Photography Portfolios from the Per- 
manent Collection” 


INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.478.3100 | 100 Northern Ave. 
Boston | Tues-Wed + Sat-Sun 10 am-5 
pm; Thurs-Fri 10 am-9 pm | Admission 
$15; $10 students, seniors; free for ages 
under 17; free after 5 pm on “Target 
Pree Thursday Nights” | Through Jan 
18: Damian Ortega: “Do It Yourself | 
Through March 28: R.H. Quaytman: 
“Momentum 15” | Krzysztof Wodiczko: 
“The Veterans Project” | Through July 
18: “ICA Collection: In the Making” 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MU- 
SEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 the Fenway, 
Boston | Tues-Sun 11 am-s pm | Admis- 
sion $12; $10 seniors; $5 students with 
ID; free for ages under 18 | Built in the 
style of a 15th-century Venetian pal- 
ace, the museum houses more than 
2500 art objects, with emphasis on 
Italian Renaissance and 17th-century 
Dutch works and highlights including 
works by Ciotto, Rembrandt, Botticel 
li, Raphael, Titian, and Whistler | Free 
guided tours given Tues-Fri at 2:30 pm 
| Through Jan 31: Taro Shinoda: “Lunar 
Reflections” 

MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART | 413.664.4481 

| 87 Marshall St, North Adams | Wed- 
Mon 11 am-s pm | Admission $15; 

$n students; $5 ages 6-16; free for 

ages five and under | Through Jan 31: 
George Cochrane: “Long Time Cone” | 
Through Feb 28: “These Days: Elegies 
for Modern Times” | Through March 
31: Guy Ben-Ner | Through April 15: 
“This Is Killing Me” | Ongoing: Fransje 
Killaars: “Installation: Figures, Colors 
First” | Sol LeWitt: “A Wall Drawing 
Retrospective” | Through Oct 31: Inigo 
Manglano-Ovallé: “Cravity Is a Force 
To Be Reckoned With” | Ongoing: 
Christina Kubisch: “Clocktower Proj- 
ect” | Bruce Odland and Sam Auinger: 
“Harmonic Bridge” | Natalie Jeremi- 
jenko: “Tree Logic” | Don Crummer: 
“Primary Separation” 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 617.2679300 
| 465 Huntington Ave, Boston | Sat-Tues 
10 am-4:45 pm; Wed-Fri 10 am-9:45 
pm | Admission $17; $15 students, 
seniors; free for ages 7-17 and under 
during non-school hours {otherwise 
$6.50]; free for ages 6 and under | 
Through Jan 18: “Portrait of Life: 
Children’s Lives in Art” | Through Feb 
21: “Contemporary Outlook: Seeing 
Songs” | Through March 7: “Echoes 

of Heian Kyo: Court Culture in the 
Floating World” | Through April 1: 
“Clorious Beasts in Persian Painting” 

| Through May 16: “The Secrets of 
Tomb 10A: Egypt 2000 BC” | Through 
May 23: “Tibet/China Confluences” 

| Through May 31: “Luxuries from 
Japan: Cultural Exchange in the 17th 
and 18th Centuries” | “Patterns of Long 
Ago: Reflections of China in Japanese 
No Costume” | Through July 3: “Harry 
Callahan: American Photographer” | 
“Albrecht Durer: Virtuoso Printmaker” 
| Through Aug 8: “Café and Cabaret: 
Toulouse-Lautrec’s Paris” | Through 
Aug 22: “Bharat Ratna! Jewels of Mod- 
ern Indian Art” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East india Square, 161 
Essex St, Salem | Tues-Sun 10 am-s 
pm | Admission $15; $13 seniors; $11 
students; free for ages 16 and under 

| Through Jan 4: “Perfect imbalance: 
Exploring Chinese Aesthetics” | 
Through Feb 7: “Rare Bird of Fashion: 
The Irreverent Iris Apfel” | Valérie Be- 
lin: “Made Up” | Through March 21: 
“ReVisions: Indian Artists Engaging 
Traditions” | Through May 1: “Trash 
Menagerie” | Through Dec 31, 2010: 
“Fish, Silk, Tea, Bamboo: Cultivating 
an Image of China” | Ongoing: “All 
of My Life: Contemporary Works by 
Native American Artists” | “Auspi- 
cious Wishes and Natural Beauty in 
Korean Art” | “Intersections: Native 


American Art in a New Light” | “Of 
Cods and Mortals: Traditional Art 
from India” |“Yin Yu Tang: Huang 
family ancestral home” 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM 

| 508.799.4406 | SS Salisbury St. 
Worcester | Wed-Fri + Sun 11 am-5 
pm; Sat 10 am-s5 pm; third Thurs 1 
am-8 pm | Admission $10; $8 seniors, 
students with ID; free for ages 17 and 
under; free admission Sat 10 am- 
noon | Through March: David John 
Attyah and S.A. Bachman: “Wall at 
WAM: Actions Speak, THINK ACAIN” 


SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY | Boston Uni- 
versity Art Gallery | 617.353.3329 | 855 
Comm Ave Boston | Tues-Fri 11 am-s 
pm | Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 17: 
“Drawing Toward Home: Designs for 
Domestic Architecture from Historic 
New England” 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY | Rose Art 
Museum | 781.736.3434 | 415 South St, 
Waltham | Wed, Fri-Sun noon-s pm 

| Thurs noon-8 pm | Admission $3; 
free for ages 12 and under | Through 
May 23: “The Rose at Brandeis: Works 
from the Collection” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY | Cambridge 
— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
| 617.495.3251 | 24 Quincy St | Mon. 

Sat 9 am-11 pm; Sun noon-11 pm | 
Through Dec 23: “ACT UP New York: 
Activism, Art, and the AIDS Crisis, 
1987-1993" 

— Harvard Art Museum | 617.495.9400 

| 485 Broadway | Mon-Sat 10 am-5 

pm, Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 17: 
“The Western Tradition: Art since the 
Renaissance” | Ongoing: “Re-View” 
{overview of works for the Harvard Art 
Museum's three museums, the Fogg 
Museum, Busch-Reisinger Museum, 
and Arthur M. Sackler Museum} 

— Harvard Museum of Natural History 
| 617.495.3045 | Oxford + Everett Sts | 
Daily 9 am-5 pm | Admission $9; $7 
seniors; $6 students; free for ages 3 
and under; free for Massachusetts 
residents Sun 9 am-noon + Wed 3-5 
pm | Through March 28: “Language 
of Color” | Ongoing: “The Class Flow- 
ers” | “Dodos, Trilobites, and Mete- 
orites” | “Arthropods: Creatures That 
Rule” | “Climate Change: Our Clobal 
Experiment” | “Evolution” 

— Cabot Science Library | 617.496.5534 | 
Science Center, 1 Oxford St | Mon-Thurs 
8:30 am-midnight; Friday 8:30 am-6 
pm, Sat noon-10 pm; Sun 10 am-mid- 
night | Through Jan 29: “Weather 
Control: Pluviculture, Cloud Seeding 
and Climate Engineering” 

— Houghton Library | 617.495.2509 | 
Harvard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy 
St | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm; Sat 9 am-1 
pm | Through April 24: “London As It 
Is” | Through April: “John Keats and 
Fanny Brawne” 

— Peabody Museum of Archeology 
and Ethnology | 617.496.1027 | 1) Divin- 
ity Ave, Cambridge | Daily 9 am-5 pm 

| $9; $7 students, seniors; $6 ages 18 
and under; free for ages 3 and under; 
free Sun 9 am-noon and Wed 3-5 pm; 
Wed 3-5 pm | Through Dec 31: “Storied 
Walls: Murals of the Americas” | 
Through Jan 30: “Digging Veritas: The 
Archzology and History of the Indian 
College and Student Life at Colonial 
Harvard” | Through April 30: Samina 
Quraeshi: “Sacred Spaces: Reflections 
on a Sufi Path” | “Masked Festivals of 
Canton Bo, Southwest Ivory Coast” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 

— List Visual Arts Center | 617.253.4680 
| 20 Ames St, Building E15 | Tues-Wed 


FRIENDS, 
FLORENCE, ITALY 
part Jules 
Aarons’s show at 
Gallery Kayafas in 
the South End. 


+ Fri-Sun noon-6 pm; Thurs noon-8 
pm | Through Jan 3: “Tobias Putrih 

& MOS: Without Out” | Sung Hwan 
Kim: “Summer Days in Keijo, Written 
in 1937” 

— Mark Epstein Innovation Gallery | 
617.253.4444 | 265 Mass Ave | Daily 10 
am-s pm | Ongoing: “MIT and the 
Sea: Pioneers in Ocean Exploration” 
| “Klein Side Scan Sonar: A World 
Leader in Ocean Engineering” 

— MIT Museum | 617253.4444| 

265 Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-5 pm 

| Admission $7.50; $3 for seniors, 
students, and ages 5-18 | Ongoing: 
“Sampling MIT” | “Mind and Hand: 
The Making of MIT Scientists and 
Engineers” | “Robots and Beyond: 
Exploring Artificial Intelligence 

at MIT” | “Holography: The Light 
Fantastic” | “Gestural Engineering: 
The Sculpture of Arthur Ganson” | 
“Flashes of Inspiration: The Work of 
Harold Edgerton” | “Learning Lab: 
The Cell” 

— Wolk Gallery | 617.253.7334 | Room 
7-338, 77 Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 
pm | Through Jan 22: “Dislocated 
City: Berlin Photographs by Angus 
Boulton” 

NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHO- 
TOGRAPHY | Gallery One | 6174371868 
| 537 Comm Ave, Boston | Mon-Fri 

9 am-s pm | Through Jan 8: Tony 
Donovan 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave, Boston 
| Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Thurs 10 
am-8 pm; Sat-Sun noon-5 pm | $3; $2 
students, seniors | Through Jan 24: 
Leopold Godowsky, Jr., Color Photog- 
raphy Awards 

PINE MANOR COLLEGE | Hess Gal- 
lery | 617.731.7157 | 400 Heath St, 
Chestnut Hill | Mon-Thurs 8 am-10 
pm; Fri 8 am-5 pm; Sat-Sun noon-5 
pm | Through Jan 27: Maria Mag- 
dalena Campos-Pons: “Works on 
Paper” 

REGIS COLLEGE | Carney Gallery 

| 781.768.8367 | 235 Wellesley St, 
Weston | Mon-Fri 10 arn-4 pm | 
Through Dec 20: “Deep Space: Re- 
cent Work by Kathleen Cammarata” 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN | Museum of Art | 401.454.6500 
| 224 Benefit St, Providence, Ri | Tues- 
Sun 10 am-s5 pm | Admission $8; 

$5 seniors; $3 students, ages 5-18 | 
Through Jan 3: Joe Deal | Arnie Zim- 
merman and Tiago Montepegado: 
“Inner City” | “The Brilliant Line: 
Following the Early Modern En- 
graver, 1480-1650” | Through Feb 28: 
“Nature/Artifice” | Through March 
28: Avish Khebrehzadeh | Through 
April 18: Carey Young | Through 
May 9: “Queen on the Insects: The 
Art of the Butterfly” | Through July 
31: “Mountains and Rivers: Scenic 
Views of Japan” 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY | New Ene- 
land School of Art & Design Gallery | 
617.536.0383 | 75 Arlington St, Boston 
| Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri-Sat 

10 am-5 pm | Through Jan 17: Resa 
Blatman 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery | 
617.627.3518 | 40R Talbot Ave, Medford 
| Tues-Wed + Fri-Sun 11 am-s5 pm; 
Thurs 11 am-8 pm | Through Dec 20: 
“MFA Thesis Exhibition,” with works 
by Robert Goss-Kennedy, Allison 
Maria Rodriguez, Jack W. Schneider, 
and Ying-Huei Wu 
UMASS-BOSTON | Grossmann Gal- 
lery | 617.287.7988 | 100 Morrissey 
Bivd, Boston | Mon-Fri 10 am-6 pm | 
Through Dec 31: Ryan Foley: “Neon 
Waterloo” 

WHEELOCK COLLEGE | Towne Art 
Gallery | 617.879.2219 | 180 the River- 
way, Boston | Tues-Sat noon-5 pm | 
Through Dec 18: “Student Show” 


eas 
a4 MBER 18 | THE N PHOENIX 
Adrrussion to the following gallenes is free. un 
ea less otherwise noted. In addition to the hours hae 
ee Zed here. many gallenes are open by appoutt 
ment. Gallenes are in Boston, except where 
nd ated otherwise 
pm | Thro 
hamp: “Animalia” | Charles Littler 
“Selections from the Artist's Estate” 
ARDEN GALLERY | 6172470610 | 129 
Bonnin 
7450.0700 
rough jan 3: Brian Keith Stephens 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
Sat 10 am-5:30 pm | Through Dec 
29: Annual AIDS Benefit Exhibition 
Through Jan 12: Michael Mazur 
= 3 COPLEY SOCIETY OF ART aa 
am-6 pm; Sun noon-s pm; Mon 
by appointment | Free admission 
$10 for non-members at artist recep 
tions] | Through Dec 23: Cail Sauter 
“Moments in Time” | “Holiday Smail 
Th De Wend 
ments of Style 
GOETHE-INSTITUT BOSTON 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER GALLERY 
Be uu am-6 pm | Through Jan 12: Aaron eae 
totype” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY BOSTON | Ho- 
617450.4300 | 118 Newbury St | Mon-l 
10 am-6 pm; Sat 10 am-s pm; Sun 
noon-4 pm | Through Dec 24: Sergio 
Roffo 
SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS 
ieee 617 266 1810 | 175 Newbury St | Mon ee 
Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun noon-s pm 
Through jan 2: “F Minimal to 
elry” 


OPENING 


THE 101 DALMATIANS MUSICAL | 
Rachel York stars as Cruella De Vil 
alongside “15 talented Dalmatians” in 
this live stage musical version of the 
animated Disney film. Styx's Den 

nis DeYoung composed the score; BT 
McNicholl did the book and lyrics; 
Jerry Zaks directs. | Wang Theatre, 279 
Tremont St, Boston | 866.345.9738 | De 
cember 23-27 | Curtain 1 + 7:30 pm Wed 
{1 pm Thurs | 2 + 7:30 pm Sat |1+ 6:30 
pm Sun | $28-$75 


NOW PLAYING 


ALL ABOUT CHRISTMAS EVE | Ryan 
Landry and the Gold Dust Orphans pin 
some tinsel on the Oscar-winning 1950 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz film All About Eve, 
with Landry hamming it up as Bette 
Davis's Margo Channing, her coiffure a 
shoulder-length halo of auburn curls, 
her painted lips a permanent twist 
approximating the actress’s signature 
sneer. The show is set in Boston, and 
Channing is appearing not in an ante 
bellum melodrama but in a holiday 
travesty titled Party on the Pole that 
enables both Landry and Penny Cham. 
payne (as Eve Harrington) to appear 

in fur bikinis accessorized by reindeer 
antlers. Apart from the disco-choreo- 
graphed sacrilege that is the award- 
winning Harrington vehicle No, No, 
Nativity (itself worth the price of admis: 
sion), there are few surprises in this 
gaily bedecked parody, most of which 
is lifted straight from the movie and 
sent to winter camp. But the show is 
as puerile and lively as most Orphans 
fare, and Landry, in pushing Davis's 
Channing over the top, proves this is 
territory in which measurement is ex- 
ponential. | Machine, 1254 Boylston St, 
Boston | www. brownpapertickets.com 
| Through December 27 | Curtain 8 pm 
Fri-Sat | 5 pm Sun | $35-$45 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS | The Ameri- 
can Repertory Theater makes its first 
Loeb Drama Center appearance of the 
season with this holiday musical with 
book and lyrics by Randy Weiner and 
music by Obie winner Diedre Murray. 
Part of new ART artistic director Diane 
Paulus’s “Shakespeare” season, it got 
a thumbs-up from the New York Times 
—“This rousing musical has taken the 
plot from The Winter'sTale, tossed out 
anything resembling Shakespearean 
language, and achieved a hypnotic 
effect with musical numbers that 
leave the audience whooping” — so 
never mind that the language is the 
best part of any Shakespeare play and 
just enjoy the R&B and gospel treats, 
which are legion. The cast includes 
Gregg Baker, Mary Bond Davis, and 
Jeanette Bayardelle; Paulus herself 
directs. | Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle 
St, Cambridge | 617.547.8300 | Through 
January 3 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Wed 

| 2pm [December 31] + 7:30 pm [no 
Christmas Eve] Thurs | 8 pm [no Christ- 
mas Day] Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat | 2+ 7:30 pm 
{no evening January 3] Sun | $25-$75; 
$15-$65 seniors; $20 student rush 

A CHILD'S CHRISTMAS IN WALES 

| Boston Playwrights’ Theatre and 
Boston Children’s Theatre team up to 
present Dylan Thomas's holiday classic 
in a new adaptation by Burgess Clark, 
with Margaret Ann Brady, Mary Calla- 
nan, Adam Freeman, Steven Gaglias- 
tro, Anne Gardiner, Meagan Hawkes, 
Coleman Hirschberg, Stephen Libby, 
Allan Mayo, Robert D. Murphy, and 
Linnea Schulz. | Boston Center for 

the Arts Plaza Theatre, 539 Tremont 
St, Boston | 617.933.8600 | Through 


ORE PLAY PLAY, 
BLUE MAN GROUP AND SHEER 
MADNESS, THEPHOENIX.COM 


December 23 | Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 
8 pm Fri-Sat | 2 pm Sun | 3 + 7 pm Tues- 
Weed | $35; $28 students 

CHRISTMAS BELLES | “it's Christmas 
time in the small town of Fayro, 
Texas, and the Futrelle Sisters are not 
exactly in a festive mood. A cranky 
Frankie is weeks overdue with her 
second set of twins. Twink, recently 
jilted and bitter about it, is in jail for 
inadvertently burning down half the 
town. And hot-flash-suffering Honey 
Raye is desperately trying to keep the 
Tabernacle of the Lamb's Christmas 
program from spiraling into chaos.” 
That's the set-up for this holiday 
heartwarmer penned by Jessie Jones, 
Nicholas Hope, and Jamie Wooten and 
presented jointly by Company One 
and Phoenix Theatre Artists. Phoenix 
Theatre's Creg Maraio directs. | Boston 
Playwrights’ Theatre, 949 Comm Ave, 
Boston | 866.811.4111 | Through Decem- 
ber 19 | Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Fri | 3 + 8 
pm Sat | $25; $20 students, seniors 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | New Repertory 
Theatre serves its fifth annual produc- 
tion of the Rick Lombardo adaptation, 
with Steve Barkhimer directing this 
year and Paul D. Farwell back as the 
skinflint who sees the light. | Arsenal 
Center for the Arts, 321 Arsenal St, 
Watertown | 617.923.8487 | Through 
December 27 | Curtain 7 pm Tues-Wed 

| 3 pm Thurs [December 24] | 8 pm [De 
cember 18] Fri | 3 pn [December 19] + 8 
pm Sat | 1 + 6 pm Sun | $35-$54; $28-$47 
seniors; $9-$14 children 12 and under 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Stoneham 
Theatre re-enters the Charles-Dickens- 
holiday-classic lists with this version 
adapted and directed by Diego Arcinie- 
gas, with Nigel Gore as Scrooge, Ga- 
briel Kutter as Bob Cratchit, Michael 
Sticca as Tiny Tim, Leigh Barrett as the 
Chost of Christmas Past, Gerard Slat- 
tery as the Chost of Christmas Present, 
and Suzanne Nitter as Mrs. Cratchit. 

| Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main St, 
Stoneham | 781.279.2200 | Through 
December 27 | Curtain 7 pm Wed-Fri | 3 
+7 pm Sat | noon + 5 pm Sun | $44-$48; 
$40-$42 seniors; $20 students 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity Rep- 
ertory Company's annual rendition 

of Dickens's holiday classic is down 

to one cast this year, with Timothy 
Crowe as Scrooge, Mauro Hantman 

as Bob Cratchit, Barbara Meek as the 
Ghost of Christmas Past, Fred Sullivan 
Jr. as the Chost of Christmas Pres- 
ent, Joe Wilson Jr. as Marley, Rachael 
Warren as Fan, David Rudi Utter as 
young Scrooge, and Monica Willey 

as Belle. Birgitta Victorson directs. | 
Trinity Repertory Company, 201 Wash- 
ington St, Providence, Rhode Island | 
401.351.4242 | Through December 27 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Fri (Christmas 
Eve @ noon + 5 pm; no Christmas Day} 
|2+ 7:30 pm Sat | noon + 5 pm Sun | 
$40-$65; children ages 2-14 $10 

A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN | The 

host of WGBH’s Celtic radio favorite 

is back with this popular holiday 
show, which this year features Karine 
Polwart (formerly of the Battlefield 
Band), Christy O'Leary (formerly of 
Boys of the Lough), fiddlers Liz Car- 
roll and John Doyle, and the Harney 
Academy of Irish Dance. Paula Plum 
(formerly of Reckless — Maureen Keiller 
is replacing her for the last week of 
that show) is the artistic director, Solas 
founding member Seamus Egan is the 
musical director, and Kieran Jordan 

is the dance director. | Cutler Majestic 
Theatre, 219 Tremont St, Boston | 
www.maj.org | Through December 20 | 
Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat|1 
+5 pm Sun | $25-$75 

THE CHRISTMAS REVELS | Revels’ 
annual celebration of the shortest 

day this year draws on “the rich and 


abundant folk traditions of North 
America.” | Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy 
St, Cambridge | 617.496.2222 | Through 
December 27 | Curtain 7:30 pm Mon | 

3 + 7:30 pm Wed | 7:30 pm Thurs-Fri 
[December 17-18] | 3 + 7:30 pm Sat |1+ 
5:30 pm [evening December 20] Sun | 
$25-$52; $15-$42 children under 12 | Jef: 
frey Cantz’s review on page 26 

DEATH BY CHOCOLATE | Shear Mad- 
hess company member Mike Dorval 
reprises this show detailing his 
“one-man, 30-year, 110-pound odys: 
sey of cake, candy, and a few things 
he learned between meals.” | Boston 
Center for the Arts Plaza Black Box 
Theatre, 539 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.426.5000 | Through December 18 | 
Curtain 8 pm Fri | $29 

THE DONKEY SHOW | Diane Paulus 

& Randy Weiner's disco-set riff on A 
Midsummer Night's Dream is an hour-long 
work set in the Studio 54-inspired 
environs of Club Oberon and framed 
by episodes of Saturday Night Fever in 
which you may or may not choose to 
star. The dramatis personae include Dr. 
Wheelgood, a gold-lamé-clad Puck on 
roller skates; club owner Mr. Oberon, 
who's out to humiliate his haughty 
diva girlfriend, Tytania; desperately 
yearning or cockily dismissive lovers 
Helen, Dimitri, Mia, and Sander; and 
a twin couple of ruffle-shirted, Afro 
coiffed dudes both named Vinnie 
Ingeniously double-cast, sexily supple, 
and screeching into headsets, they 
join the paying crowd (a small minor- 
ity of whom occupy tables in a cabaret 
area that also sees action) for an im 
mersive night of hedonism and hustle 
driven by the pounding beat and melo- 
dramatic passions of disco hits from 
the 1970s. | Oberon, Mass Ave + Arrow 
St, Cambridge | 617.547.8300 | Through 
January 2 | 8 pm Fri [no Christmas Day] 
| 8 + 10:30 pm Sat | $25-$49 

GIRLS NIGHT: THE MUSICAL | This 
girls’ night out “follows five friends 
in their 30s and gos as they relive 
their past, celebrate their present, 
and look to the future on a wild and 
hilarious night out at a karaoke bar.” | 
Club Café, 209 Columbus Ave, Boston 

| 877.386.6968 | Through December 20 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Fri | 4 + 7:30 pm Sat| 3 
pm Sun | $55 

MAMMA MIA! | Greece for the 
holidays! Join Donna, Rosie, Tanya, 
Donna's daughter Sophie, those three 
surprise guests (one of whom has to 
be Sophie's father, right?), and Abba 
songs ranging from “Dancing Queen” 
and “S.O.S.” to“Take a Chance on Me” 
and “Money, Money, Money” as that 
fabled Mediterranean isle once again 
hosts Sophie’s wedding. | Colonial The- 
atre, 106 Boylston St, Boston | 800.982. 
ARTS | Through December 27 | Curtain 
7:30 Tues-Wed | 1 pm [December 24] 

or 7:30 pm [December 17] Thurs | 8 pm 
(December 18] Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat |2+7 
pm Sun | $42.50-$91 

THE SANTALAND DIARIES | New Rep- 
ertory Theatre reprises its Downstage @ 
New Rep dose of anti-holiday cheer: Joe 
Mantello’s stage adaptation of David 
Sedaris’s delightfully sour account of 
his servitude as Crumpet the EIf, a toil- 
er at Macy’s Santaland. Gary Littman 
makes his Crumpet debut; Christopher 
Webb directs. | Arsenal Center for the 
Arts Black Box Theatre, 321 Arsenal St, 
Watertown | 617.923.8487 | Through 
January 3 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Wed 
{7 pm after Christmas] | 3 + 7 pm [De- 
cember 31] or 4 pm [December 24] or 
7:30 pm [December 17] Thurs | 3 +7 pm 
{January 1] or 8:30 pm [December 18] Fri 
| 4:30 [mo January 2] + 8:30 pm Sat | 3 +7 
pm (no evening January 3} Sun | $30 
SHIPWRECKED! | The Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston presents the New 
England premiere of (to be precise) 
Shipwrecked! An Entertainment: The Amazing 


Adventures of Louis de Rougemont (As Told by 
Himself) — Donald Margulies’s based- 
in-fact story of the sickly Victorian 

lad who arose from his cot, knocked 
around the Southern Hemisphere for 
a while, and returned to England with 
a hifalutin new moniker and capti- 
vating tales of seafaring perils and 
aboriginal idylls. In its final half-hour, 
wherein Rougemont’s claims are 
debunked and the entertainer must 
cast himself as creator or con man, 
Shipwrecked! becomes a play for adults 
For most of its length, however, 
Louis’s tricks are for kids. An energetic 
yet delicate Allyn Burrows, as Louis, 
is principal narrator of this Robinson 
Crusoe-esque fantasia; Scott LaFeber di- 
tects. | Lyric Stage Company of Boston, 
140 Clarendon St, Boston | 617.585.5678 
| Through December 20 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat | 3 
pm Sun | $25-$54 

SLEEP NO MORE | The second entry 
in the American Repertory Theater's 
mini-season of revisionist Shake- 
speare is presented by the London 
troupe Punchdrunk at the Old Lincoln 
School in Brookline Village; entering 
as part of a group, you're handed a 
white mask and invited to explore 

the four floors of the environment in 
any way you choose. The mood is set 
by World War II ballads and Bernard 
Herrmann’s music from Alfred Hitch 
cock’s Vertigo, and by the dim lighting 
and the creepy venue. Everyone’s 
experience will be different; ours 
included the banquet in the school 
auditorium, a strobe-lit Black Sabbath 
in the basement, a stroll through Bir 
nam Wood, and an unsettling version 
of Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking scene 
where she's attended by a nurse in a 
hospital ward. | Old Lincoln School, 
194 Boylston St, Brookline Village | 
617.547.8300 | Through January 3 | Cur 
tain 7 + 7:20 + 7:40 pm Tues-Thurs [no 
Christmas Eve] + Sun | 7:20 + 7:40+8 
pm Fri-Sat [no Christmas Day] | $35-$39 
THE SLUTCRACKER | Vanessa White, 
former ballerina and current head 

of the Babes in Boinkland burlesque 
troupe, is back with her take on the 
holiday classic. Clara, White ex 
plains, “is now a young woman; Fritz 
is her boyfriend, not her brother, and 
they're a young, pretty vanilla couple 
They hold a Christmas party.” Fritz is 
in fact planning to ask Clara to marry 
him, but then Councilor Drossel- 
meyer arrives — recast as an aunt in 
her 80s — and takes from her hand- 
bag not a nutcracker but a giant pink 
vibrator that, later, will become the 
Slutcracker Prince. And Fritz’s rival. 
White, whose stage name is Sugar 
Dish, plays the Sugar Dish Fairy. | 
Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Square, 
Somerville | www. theslutcracker.com 
| Through December 20 | Curtain 8 

pm Thurs-Sat | 2 + 8 pm Sun | 18+ | $20 
advance; $25 doors 

TRU GRACE | Underground Railway 
Theater presents a holiday double bill 
of Grace Paley's The Loudest Voice and 
Truman Capote’s A Christmas Memory. 
Both plays are set in the 1930s. In the 
first, nice Jewish girl Shirley's great 
voice lands her the plum role in the 
school play — which just happens to 
be a Nativity play; in the second, Tru- 
man recalls making fruitcakes with 
his older cousin and exchanging kites 
as presents and how the two of them 
treated themselves (and the family 
dog, Queenie) to the whiskey left over 
from the fruitcakes. Wesley Savick 
directs. | Central Square Theater, 450 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | 866.811.4111 | 
Through December 27 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Wed | 8 pm Fri [December 18] | 2 + 
8 pm Sat | 2 + 7 pm jevening December 
27| Sun | $35; $25 seniors; $20 students; 
$15 children 
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Holiday Tradition Returns! 


Christma 
“The Perfect Holiday Treat! Boston Globe 


Enjoy Appalachian music and dance, 
African-American spirituals, Shaker tunes more 
this American Celebration the Winter Solstice 


Performances Matinees Evenings 
December 11-13, 17-21, 26-27 
SANDERS THEATRE, CAMBRIDGE 


DISOBEY. DEFY. TAKE YOUR OWN TIME. CLIMB. 


intro classes offered times per week! 
Every Wednesday ladies climb for $1! 
Every Thursday students are 1/2 off! 


Hugh Sarah Jessica 


GRANT PARKER 
Did You Hear About The 


Theaters December 18th. 


— 
é 


FOR THE LOVE OF MOVIES screens ali week at 


BOSTON 


BOSTON COMMON 

175 Tremont St | 617.423.3499 

AVATAR 3-D | Fri-Sat: midnight | Fr-Tues 
10 am, 11:45 am, 12:45, 1:45, 2:30, 3:30 
4:30, 5:30, 6:15, 7:15, 8:15, 9:15, 10, 1 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
Fri-Sat: 12:15 am | Sat-Mon: 10:30 am 
Fri-Tues: 11:45 am, 1:15, 2:30, 4, 5:15, 6:45 
8, 9:30, 10:45 

ARMORED | Fri-Sat: 12:15 am | Fri-Tues: 
10:10 

THE BLIND SIDE | Fri-Tues: 10:50 am. 1:50. 
4:40, 7:30, 10:20 

BROTHERS | Fri-Tues: 10:45 arm. 1.25. 
4-05, 6:35, 9:10 | Fri-Sat: 1:45 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Fri- 
Tues: 10:35 am, 12:55, 3:15, 5:35, 7:55 
OISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL Fri- 
Tues: 10 am | Fri, Sun-Mon-Tues: 12:15 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX | Fri-Tues: 10:20 am, 
3:55, 3:25 

INVICTUS | Fri-Sat: 12:10 am | Fri-Tues 
10:25 am, noon, 1:30, 3, 4:35, 6, 7:40, 
9-05, 10:55 

NINGA ASSASSIN | Fri-Tues: 11:55 
PRECIOUS | Fri-Tues: 10:10 arm, 12:35, 
3:05, 5:35, 8:10, 10:40 

‘THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | Fri-Tues: 
10:05 am, 11:10 am, 12:20, 1-30, 2:40, 3:50, 
5, 6:10, 7:20, 8:30, 9:40, 10:50 

‘THE ROAD | Fri-Sat: 11.50 | Fri-Tues: 10:55 
am, 1.35, 4:15, 6-50, 9:20 

2072 | Fri-Sat: 11:35 | Fri-Tues: 12:30, 6:05 

TWALIGHT (2008) | Fri-Tues: 10:15 am, 
110, 4:10, 7:10, 10:05 

UP THE AM | Fri-Sat: 12:15 am | 
Tues: 10 am, Tl am, 12:30, 1:40, 3, 4:20, 
5:40, 7, 8:20, 9:45, 11 


FENWAY 

201 Brookline Ave | 617.424.6266 
AVATAR noon, Fri-Sat: 1:50 
AVATAR 3-D | Fri-Sat: 11) am, 11:30 am, 
3, 3:30, 7, 7:30, 10:45, 11:20 | Sun-Thurs: 
Tl am, 11:30 am, 2:50, 6:50, 7:10, 10:35, 
10:50 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 2 [no Sat], 4:40 [Sat: 4:25), 
7:20, 10:10 | Fri, Sun: 11:10 am | Sat: 
11:25 am | Fri-Sat: 12:35 am 

THE BLIND SIDE | 11:50 am, 3:50, 7:15, 
10:25 

BROTHERS | 11-55 am [no Sat], 3:45 
[no Sat], 6:45, 9:45 | Fri-Sat: 12:25 am 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 1:55, 4:30, 7:30 
[Fri-Sat: 7:10], 9:50 | Fri-Sun: 11:20 am | 
Fri-Sat: 12:15 am 

INVICTUS | 11:40 am, 3:35, 7:05, 10:40 
NINJA ASSASSIN | 2:05 [no Sat], 4:45 
[no Sat}, 7:45, 10:20 | Fri, Sun: 11:05 am 
| Fri-Sat: 12:35 am 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 1:50, 
4:35, 7:25, 9:55 | Fri-Sun: 11:15 am | 
Fri-Sat: 12:20 am 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
11:45 am, 3:40, 7 (Fri-Sat: 6:50], 10:05 
UP IN THE AIR | 11:35 am, 12:05, 3:55, 


Unless otherwise noted, all listings this week are for 
Friday December 18 through Thursday December 24. As 
always, it’s best call the theater before heading out. For 
up-to-date film-schedule information, check the Boston 
Phoenix Web site www.thephoenix.com. 


4:25, 6:55, 7:35, 10 

12:30 am | Sun-Thurs: 10:30 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LES 
CONTES D’HOFFMANN Sat: 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL | Wed-Thurs: 11:45 am 
2:15, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15 


MUSEUM SCIENCE 
Omni Theatre, Science Park, Boston 
617.723.2500 | $7.50, $5.50 for ages 

3-11 and seniors; Tues-\ 

later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and senior 
Please call for times 

ADRENALINE RUSH: THE SCIENCE 
OF RISK 

AMAZON 

ANTARCTICA 

DEEP SEA 

DINOSAURS ALIVE! 

THE GREATEST PLACES 


NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM 

Simons IMAX Theatre, Central 
Wharf, Boston | 866.815. IMAX | $12, 
$10 for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Please call for times 

DOLPHINS & WHALES 3-D 

STAR TREK 

UNDER THE SEA 3-D 


STUART STREET 
PLAYHOUSE 

200 Stuart St | 617.426.2790 

Please call for times 

ME AND ORSON WELLES | 2:20. 4:30, 
6:40, 8:50 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 

Rte 9 and Hammond St | 617.277.2500 
AVATAR 3-D | 11:30 am [Fri-Sun], 3:15, 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | Fri-Sun: 11 am, 1:30, 4:15, 
7:10 | Fri-Sat: 9:45 | Mon-Thurs: 2:20, 
4:45, 7:10 

THE BLIND SIDE | Fri-Sun: 10:55 am, 
1.45, 4:45, 7:45 | Fri-Sat: 10:40 | Mon- 
Thurs: 2:10, 5:10, 8 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | Fri- 
Sun: 10:30 am, 12:50, 4, 7:30 | Fri-Sat: 
10 | Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 5:05, 7:30 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
Fri-Sun: 10:45 am, 1:55, 5, 8 | Fri-Sat: 
10:55 | Mon-Thurs: 2, 5, 7:50 


COOLIDGE CORNER 


290 Harvard St | 617.734.2500 


FOUR SEASONS LODGE | noon [no Sun], 


2:15 [no Sun}, 4:30, 7, 9:30 [no Thurs] 
LA DANSE | 1:15, 4:30 | Fri-Wed: 7:45 
PRECIOUS | 12:20 [no Sun], 2:40, 4:55, 
7:20 | Fri-Sat: 9:40 | Sun-Wed: 3:50 
UP IN THE AIR | noon [no Sun], 3:30, 
4:35, 7, 9:30 [no Thurs] | Sun: 12:30 
GREMLINS | Fri-Sat: midnight 


the West Newton Cinema. 


BLACK DYNAMITE | Fri: midnight 
THE ROOM | Sat: midnight 

THE MUPPETS TAKE MANHATTAN 
Sat: 10:30 am 

EUROPE'S GRAND OPERAS: THE 
BARBER OF SEVILLE | Sun: 10.15 


CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 

40 Brattle St, Harvard Square | 
617.876.6837 

BRAZIL | Fri-Sat: S, 8 | Sat: 2 

THE ADVENTURES OF BARON 
MUNCHAUSEN | Sun: 2:30, 7 

LOST IN LA MANCHA | Sun: S. 9:30 
FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS | 
Mon: S, 7:30, 10 

‘THE FISHER KING | Tues: 7 | Wed: 4:15, 
3:45 

TWELVE MONKEYS | Tues: 4:15, 9:45 | 
Wed: 7 


FRESH POND 

168 Alewife Brook Parkway | 
617.661.2900 

THE NEW DAUGHTER | Fri-Tues: 1:20, 
4:10, 7:15, 9:50 

ARMORED | Fri-Tues: 1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 
7:35, 9:50 

‘THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | Fri- 
Tues: 7:25, 3:45 

NINJA ASSASSIN | Fri-Tues: 7:40, 10 

OLD DOGS | Fri-Tues: 1, 3:10, 5:20, 7:35, 
3:50 

PLANET 51 | Fri-Tues: 12:55, 3:10, 5:25 
‘THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | Fri-Tues: 
12:55, 1:25, 3:10, 4, 5:25, 7, 7:40, 9:25, 10 
2072 | Fri-Tues: 1, 4:15, 730 

‘THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | Fri- 
Tues: 1:05, 1:30, 3:55, 4:25, 7, 9:45 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL | Wed-Thurs: call for times 


HARVARD SQUARE 

10 Church St | 617.864.4580 

ANATAR 3-D | 11:30 ar, 3:15, 7, 10:45 

(DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? | 
11:45 am, 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 [no Thurs] 
‘THE BLIND SIDE | 1) arn, 1:45, 4:30, 7:30, 
10:30 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D | 
11:15 am, 1:30 

THE HURT LOCKER | 4, 7,10 
INVICTUS | noon, 3, 6,9 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW | 
Sat: midnight 


KENDALL SQUARE 

1 Kendall Square | 617.499.1996 
AMARCORD | 12:50, 3:45, 6:40, 9:35 
{no Thurs] 

BROTHERS | 1:40, 4:25, 7, 9:35 [no 
Thurs] | Sat-Sun: 11:05 am 

AN EDUCATION | 1:45, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 
[no Thurs] | Sat-Sun: 11:15 am 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 2:05, 4:45, 7:10, 
9:30 {no Thurs) | Sat-Sun: 11:30 am 
ME AND ORSON WELLES | 1:35, 4:10, 


es. ai taxes are the re e e where ed by law No purchase necessary Participating 
| 
An evening in celebration of the full m oon, the New | 
$40 Museum Members and $60 General 
= 


7:05, 9:40 [no Thurs] | Sat-Sein: 11:15 am 
PRECIOUS | Fri-Sun, Tues: 9:50 | 
Fri-Sun, Tues-Thurs: 1:55, 4:40, 7:15 | 
Sat-Sun: 11:20 am | Mon: 1:50, 4:30. 
7:05, 9:45 

THE ROAD | 1:50, 4:30, 7:05, 9:45 [no 
Thurs] | Sat-Sun: 11:10 am 

UP IN THE AIR | 1, 2, 4, 5, 7| Fri-Wed 
8, 9:45 | Sat-Sun: 11 am | Thurs: 7:30 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 

Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
AVATAR | 5:30 | Fri-Sat: 11:45 am, 1:30 
| Fri-Wed: 3:30, 7:30, 9:30 | Thurs: 2, 3 
6:30 | Mon: 1 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | 4:15, 7| Fri-Sat, 
Thurs: 2 | Fri-Wed: 9:15 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEAT- 
BALLS | 3:15, 5:20 | Fri-Sat: 1 
EVERYBODY'S FINE | Fri-Wed: 7:40 
3:50 

A SERIOUS MAN | 4:30, 7:10 | Fri-Sat 
1.45 | Fri-Wed: 9:20 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE | 4:45 
7.15 | Fri-Sat, Thurs: 2:15 


BEVERLY 


Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St | 
978.927.3677 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL | Fri-Sat. Mon 
5:30, 8 | Sat: 2| Mon: 1! am 

A SERIOUS MAN | Tues-Thurs: 5:30, 8 
Wed: 11 am, 2 


BRAINTREE 

AMC X, South Shore Plaza | 
781.848.1070 

Please call to confirm bookings and for 
remaining times 

AVATAR | Fri-Sat: 2:15, 6, 9:45 | Sun 
12:20. 4, 7:45 | Mon-Tues: 2:45, 6:30 
Tues: 11:10 am 

AVATAR 3-D | Fri-Sat: 10:45 | Fri-Sun 
11:30 am, 3:15, 7 | Mon-Thurs: noon, 
3:45, 7:30 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 12:30, 3, 5:30, 8 | Fri-Sat 
Wed: 10:30 | Sat-Sun, Tues, Thurs 

10 am 

THE BLIND SIDE | Fri-Sat: 10:20 
Fri-Tues: 1:20, 4:20, 7:20 | Sun, Tues. 
10:20 am 

BROTHERS | Fri: 7:20, 10:25 | Fri, Sun 
Tues: 1:45, 4:45 | Sat-Tues: 7:40 | Tues 
10:40 am 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Fri- 
Sat: 9:35 | Fri-Sun: 11:40 am ! Fri-Tues 
2, 4:35, 7:15 | Tues: 11:20 am 
INVICTUS | Fri-Sat: 10:40 | Fri-Tues 
1:15, 4:25, 7:30 | Sat, Tues: 10:15 am 
OLD DOGS | Fri-Mon: 4:30 | Sat 

10:35 | Sat-Sun: 10:25 am | Tues: 11 
am, 4:50 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | Fri 
Sat: 10:15 | Fri-Tues: 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 
7:50 | Sat-Sun: 9:50 am | Tues: 10 am 
2012 | Fri-Mon: 1 | Fri-Tues: 7:05 | 
Tues: 1:20 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
Fri-Sat: 10:10 | Fri-Tues: 1:10, 4:10, 7:10 
| Sat-Sun, Tues: 10:10 am 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LES 
CONTES D'HOFFMANN | Sat: 1 


BURLINGTON 

AMC X, Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B | 781.229 9200 

AVATAR 3-D | 3, 7 | Fri-Sat: 10:40 | 
Fri-Sun: 1! am 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
EVERYBODY'S FINE 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

PLANET 51 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 
2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LES 
CONTES D’HOFFMANN | Sat. 1 


DEDHAM 


Community Theatre, 580 High St | 
781.326.0409 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
times 

AN EDUCATION | 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7| 
Sat: 9:10 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL | 12:30, 2:45, 5, 
7:10 | Sat: 9:20 


FRAMINGHAM 

AMC XV, 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd, Rte 9 | 508.628.4400 

Please call for times 

AVATAR 


AVATAR 3-D 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
INVICTUS 

NINJA ASSASSIN | 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
UP IN THE AIR 


HINGHAM 


Loring Hall Cinema, 65 Main St | 
781.749.1400 

PARIS | 4:15, 7 [no Thurs] | Fri-Sat 
3:40 

THE POLAR EXPRESS | Sat: 10:45 
am, 1 

THE NUTCRACKER | Sun, Wed-Thurs 
noon, 2 


MAYNARD 


Fine Arts Theatre, 19-21 Summer St | 
978.897.8100 

THE BLIND SIDE | 4 [no Mon-Tues} 

7 [no Thurs] | Fri-Sat: 9:20 | Sat-Sun 
Thurs: 1 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 4:15 
{no Mon-Tues], 7:15 [no Thurs] | Fri-Sat 
9:15 | Sat-Sun, Thurs: 1:15 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 4:10 [no Mon- 
Tues], 7:10 [no Thurs] | Fri-Sat: 9:10 
Sat-Sun, Thurs: 1:10 


NEWBURYPORT 


Screening Room, 82 State St | 
978.462.3456 

THE HORSE BOY | Fri-Sat: 6:30, 8:45 
Sat: 4:15 | Sun: 5:15 | Sun-Thurs: 7:30 


NEWTON 


West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washing 
ton St | 617.964.6060 

FOR THE LOVE OF MOVIES | 3:45 
THE BLIND SIDE | 1, 3:35, 6:10, 8:40 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX | i.25, 3:55, 8:35 
Sat-Sun: 11 am 

ME AND ORSON WELLES | 1:15, 3:40 
6:20, 8:40 

THE MESSENGER | 1:20, 3:50, 6:25 
8:45 

PARIS | 6 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 
12:50, 2:45, 4:45, 6:40, 8:35 | Sat-Sun 
10:50 am 

A SERIOUS MAN | 1:10 [no Sun], 6:15, 
8:45 | Sun: 1:20 


RANDOLPH 


Showcase Cinema, Rte 139 | 
781.963.5600 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

AVATAR 3-D 

ARMORED 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
EVERYBODY'S FINE 

INVICTUS 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

PLANET 51 

PRECIOUS 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
UP IN THE AIR 


REVERE 

Showcase Cinema, Rte i and Squire 
Rd | 781.286.1660 

Please call for times 

AVATAR 

AVATAR 3-D 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? 

ARMORED 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
INVICTUS 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


SALEM 

Museum Place Cinemas, Church St at 
East India Square | 978.744.3700 

THE BLIND SIDE | 4:30, 7:15 | Fri-Sat: 
9:45 | Sat-Sun, Thurs: 11:20 am, 2 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 4:15, 6:45 | Fri- 
Sat: 9 | Sat-Sun, Thurs: 11:45 am, 1:45 
THE HORSE BOY | 5. 7:30 | Fri-Sat: 9:30 
| Sat-Sun, Thurs: 12:15, 3 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 4:45, 7| 
Fri-Sat: 9:15 | Sat-Sun, Thurs: noon, 2:30 


SOMERVILLE THEATRE 


55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 


DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
| Fri-Sun: 9:30 | Fri-Wed: 4:45, 7:15 | Sat- 
Sun: 2:15 Thurs: 6:30 

THE BLIND SIDE | Fri-Sat: 9:55 | Fri-Wed 
4:30, 7:10 | Sat-Sun: 1:45 | Thurs: 6:20 
INVICTUS | Fri: 9:40 | Fri-Wed: 4:15, 7! 
Sat: 9:45 | Thurs: 6 

PIRATE RADIO | Fri-Sat: 10 | Fri-Wed: 7:30 
| Thurs: 6:15 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE | Fri- 
Wed: 5 | Sat-Sun: 2:15 


WALTHAM 

Embassy Cinema, 16 Pine St | 
781.736.7852 

AVATAR | Fri-Sun: 1:30, 5, 8:30 | Mon- 
Wed: 2:50, 7:30 | Thurs: 1:30, 6 

AN EDUCATION | Fri-Sun: 4:20, 7:20, 9:45 
| Fri-Sun, Thurs: 1:20 | Mon-Wed: 2:40, 
§:10, 8:20 | Thurs: 4:10, 710 

INVICTUS | Fri-Sun: 3:40, 6:40, 9:35 | Fri- 
Sun, Thurs: 12:45 | Mon-Wed: 2, 4:50, 7:50 
| Thurs: 3:30, 6:30 

PIRATE RADIO | Fri-Sun: 3:50, 6:50, 9:30 
| Fri-Sun, Thurs: 12:50 | Mon-Wed: 2:10, 
4:50, 7:40 | Thurs: 3:40, 6:40 

PRECIOUS | Fri-Sun: 4, 7, 9:35 | Fri-Sun, 
Thurs: 1| Mon-Wed: 2:20, S, 8 | Thurs: 
3:50, 6:50 

THE ROAD | Fri-Sun: 4:10, 7:10, 9:40 
Fri-Sun, Thurs: 1:10 | Mon-Wed: 2:30, 5:10. 
8:10 | Thurs: 4, 7 


WEYMOUTH 


Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square, 
South Weymouth | 781.335.2777 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 5:15, 7:30 [no Thurs] | Fri-Sat 
9:40 | Sat-Sun, Thurs: 12:45, 3 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | S 
Sat-Sun: 1, 3 

EVERYBODY'S FINE | Fri-Tues: 7:15 
Fri-Sat: 9:20 


WOBURN 


Showcase, Main St, Middlesex Canal 
Park | 781.933.5330 

Please call for times 

AVATAR 

AVATAR 3-D 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
ARMORED 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
EVERYBODY'S FINE 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

INVICTUS 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

THE ROAD 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


FILM SPECIALS 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Copley Square. Boston | 617.536.5400 | 
Free admission 

TIM BURTON'S THE NIGHTMARE 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS | Mon: 6 
MOONSTRUCK | Thurs: 2 


HARVARD 

FILM ARCHIVE 

Carpenter Center for the Visual 
Arts, 24 Quincy St, Cambridge | 
617.495.4700 | $7; $5 seniors, stu- 
dents 

CHRISTMAS SHORTS | Sat: 5 


THE INSTITUTE 
CONTEMPORARY ART 
100 Northern Ave, Boston | 
617.478.3103 | $10; $8 students 
“ICA FILMS ON ART: PROGRAM 1” | 
Sat: Noon, 2 | Sun: noon, 2 

“ICA FILMS ON ART: PROGRAM 2” | 
Sat: 1, 3| Sun: 1, 3 


MUSEUM 

FINE ARTS 

465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 students, se- 
niors 

BLOODY MONDAYS AND STRAWBERRY 
PIES | Fri: 4:45 | Sat: 3 | Sun: 12:30 
ARAYA | Fri: 6:30 | Sat: 11! am | Sat: 10:30 
am 

FIRST ON THE MOON | Fri: 8:30 | Sat: 1 
TO THE STARS BY HARD WAYS | Sun: 2:20 
THIS GUN FOR HIRE | Wed: 2 

TO EACH HIS OWN | Wed: 4 

THE HEIRESS | Wed: 7 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

646 East Broadway, South Boston | 
617.268.0180 | Free admission 

THE REMAINS OF THE DAY | Tues: 1 
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STARTS DECEMBER 
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 
SORRY, NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT 


< 
Hugh Sarah Jessica 
| 


Store Hours 


Tues—Sat: 12—7 P.M. 


Sun: 12—6 
Closed Mon. 


RADE 
Location 

252 Brighton Avenue 
Allston, Mass. 


(617) 202 3838 


FROM 
THE 
DIRECTOR 


STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 


LISTINGS FOR THEATERS SHOWTIMES 


»®© THE ADVENTURES OF 
BARON MUNCHAUSEN wes Terry 


re true. Cilliam wi 
a lighter tone than in Brazil, but he 


set pieces. And for most of the movie 
n presses is less a belief in 
n a vision of life as an ab 
a of suf n 
Reed and 
and Venus 
his float 


review is 

Kendall S r 

ARAYA | 1959 | Gerald Peary’s 

is on page 24. | Spanish | b& 

MFA: Fri-Sun 

®® ARMORED | 2009) in view of 
its credentials, Armored 

lay-up The grea e 

Andrzej Sekula (Pulp Fiction) gives it 

a tawdry, textured realism, and the 
pulsating score by jon Cary Steele 
keeps it driving even when it’s in 
idle. The cast of grizzled veterans 
includes Jean Reno, Fred Ward, and 
Laurence Fishburne. So how did 
things go so sideways? That pretty 
much boils down to the hodge-podge 
story, which, written by James V. 
Simpson and directed by Nimréd 
Antal (Kontroil), takes a boilerplate 
armor-car heist staged by the cash- 
strapped guards (a la The Underneath or 
Criss Cross) and fuses it with the ware- 


house hideout from Reservoir Dogs. The 


performers, headed by Matt Dillon 
and Columbus Short as the two jack 
ers at odds when the plan goes awry, 
bite into their roles with fervor, but 
Simpson's dialogue flies like a flat- 
footed homage to Mamet or Taran- 
tino. | 88m | Boston Common + Fresh 
Pond + suburbs 


CAPSULE 
REVIEWS 


OUR RATI 
Masterpiece 
Good 

Okay 

Not Good 
Stinks 


AVATAR | 2008 | Pet 

review is on page 24 50m 
Common + Fenway + Harv 

+ Chestnut Hill + Embassy + Arlington 
Capitol + suburbs 


®® BLACK DYNAMITE | 2009 | His 
pimp hand is strong b I 
his resplendent Af 
and nunchakus well-o 
Dynamite. In this 
age to '7os blaxp! 
rector Scott Sanders 
versing I'm Gonna 
as he is making a f 
spoof trailer — and d 
awesome job of it. M 
who co-wrote the 
looks as if he were han 
here than he did 
pitch-perfect per! 


worst) exploding-car s 

you'll feel a rush of "7os 

never knew you had. | 84m | Coolidge 
Corner: Fri midnight 

®®® THE BLIND SIDE | 2009 | Ir's 
tough for any self-respecting critic 
to refrain from joyously tackling 

a movie — so it's a good thing The 
Blind Side isn't one. Although this 
true-story drama stars guilty-till 
proved-innocent roma: comedy 
queen Sandra Bullock, it's first-and 
foremost a well-executed bio-pic of 
Baltimore Ravens rookie Michael 
Oher. Before attaining All-American 
Status at Ole Miss, Oher was a home 
less adolescent in Memphis whose 
life was redirected thanks to a loving 
white and wealthy family. Absent 
powerful camerawork and inspired 
acting, this could have been a glori 
fied Lifetime special, but without 
adding too much cheese, director 
John Lee Hancock channels genuine 


,@BOe@ 


emotion from the Michael Lewis 
book (and the reality) that prompted 
this moving chronicle. Not that 
you'd guess what's in store from the 
trailers, which attempt to sell The 
Blind Side as Mandingo meets Wildcats 
and Dangerous Minds. | 126m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Harvard Square 

+ Chestnut Hill + Somerville Theatre + 
West Newton + suburbs 

BLOODY MONDAYS AND STRAW- 
BERRY PIES | 2008 | You mightn't 
guess from the title, but Dutch film 
maker Coco Schrijber’s experimental 
documentary is about boredom. The 
characters include “a girl in a straw 
berry pie factory, a stressed desert 
nomad, a Wall Street stockbroker, a 
WW2 spy, and Brenda Spencer, who, 
at 16, shot 11 people because she 
didn’t like Mondays.” John Malkov 
ich is the narrator who tries to make 
sense of it all. | 80m | MFA: Fri-Sun 
}®® BRAZIL | 1985 | Terry Cilliam’s 
manic fantasy may be the first 
visionary epic that's also a no-holds 
barred black comedy. Set in a vast, 
looming, Orwellian metropolis 
“somewhere in the 20th century,” 
it's about a humble everyman (Jona 
than Pryce), an anor ous drone 

in the vast totalitarian machinery, 
who catches a glimpse of the girl 

of his dreams and accepts a post in 
the sinister Information Retrieval 
department to find out who she is 
Cilliam’s Orwell-meets-Monty-Py 
thon visuals are at once funny and 
spectacular, and though the picture 
doesn't have much emotional grip, 

it offers a bitingly hilarious view of 
modern bureaucratic man clutching 
at the last fragments of his identity. | 
142m | Brattle: Fri-Sat 

®®®© BROTHERS | 2009 | Op- 
eration Enduring Freedom seems 

to have replaced Vietnam as Hol 
lywood's go-to military quagmire 
from which to dredge gut-wrenching 
meditations on the psychological 
carnage of war. July brought The 

Hurt Locker, November The Messenger. 
Now, we have Brothers, Jim Sheridan's 
remake of Danish director Susanne 
Bier's 2004 film Bradre, to kick up 
comparisons with The Deer Hunter. 
Having inherited a devotion to the 
Marines from his "Nam-vet dad (Sam 
Shepard), golden boy Sam Cahill 


j 
ea? 
lion over budget) tall tale opens in 
‘a oe an 18th-century European city under | 
ae siege by the Turks. Our hero (john he 
7 Neville) sets out with a little girl : 
Sarah Polley) to defeat the invad- 
meng ae ers — and to prove that his fabled . 
slogs through each of the mammoth 
se 
ing head) in an unbilled performance 
as the King of the Moon. | 125m 
Sheer = | AMARCORD | 1973 | Gerald Peary’s esque hero, never once winking for the joe 
the “Fiendish Dr. Wu.” As Dynamite 
| kung-fu-fights his way through a vast 
phans, malt liquor, and the best (read 
THE ADVENTURES BARON MUNCHAUSEN Terry Gilliam wonders what the hell this is. 


MOONSTRUCK Nicolas Cage and Cher wonder whether love. 


(Tobey Maguire) leaves behind his 
wife (Natalie Portman) and kids for 
a fourth tour in Afghanistan, where 
he’s captured and tortured by Taliban 
fighters. Presuming him dead, the 
Cahill clan grieves and bonds anew, 
and Sam's black-sheep ex-con broth- 
er, Tommy (Jake Cyllenhaal), finds 

a new foothold in life. But when 
Sam is rescued and returns home a 
hollow-eyed, rage-filled shadow of 
his former self, the family must con- 
front its ghosts. Not content simply 
to bang the “war is hell” gong, Broth- 
ers is an elegant and devastating ex- 
ploration of identity. | 10m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Kendall Square 

+ suburbs 


»© CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF 
MEATBALLS | 2009 | This bizarre 
animated adaptation of Judi Barrett's 
cult-classic children’s book by Phil 
Lord and Chris Miller ladles up much 
to chew on yet little that’s appetizing 
Burgers, pancakes, and pasta do rain 
from the sky, but here mishap-prone 
scientist Flint (Bill Hader) invents the 
mealtime meteorology to impress 
his disapproving dad (James Caan), 
whose moustache cannot disguise 
his resemblance to an uncircumcised 
penis. Throughout, the terrible script 
and garish, pointlessly 3-D visuals dis. 
tract — why do all the women, among 
them Flint’s weather-girl crush (Anna 
Faris), look anorectic? As the falling 
feast gets bigger and more perilous, 
the film seems to take on global 
warming, genetically engineered 
food, American excess, and Bill Clin- 
ton (whom the evil, corpulent mayor 
unabashedly recalls). Intentional 
allegorizing or not, without the wry 
surreality of its source, such a strange 
stew will likely leave kids hungry. | 
‘Im | Arlington Capitol 


}®®® LA DANSE: LE BALLET DE 
Wiseman’s documentary is a love let- 
ter to Paris, to the Palais Garnier opera 
house (the Bastille gets a cameo), and 
the Paris Opera Ballet. But for both 
company and audience, it’s tough 
love, in Wiseman’s usual fashion: 

no ID of the dancers (apart from 

the odd first name), no ID of any of 
the seven works they rehearse and 
perform (apart from what you see on 
placards), few subtitles. Wiseman’s 
camera wanders upstairs, downstairs, 
backstage, and even to the Carnier's 
rooftop apiary; we see painters and 
janitors (all black), we visit the caf. 
eteria (steam-table broccoli even in 
Paris), we listen in as the staff discuss 
a lunch for benefactors. The rehears- 
als seem to emphasize illustrating the 


choreographer’s idea (as opposed to 
letting the dancers dance), and when 
Medea pours blood over her children 
in Angelin Preljocaj's Le songe de Médée 
or the women start screaming in Mats 
Ek’s La maison de Bernarda, Wiseman 

is apt as not to cut back to the sunlit 
city. | French | 158m | Coolidge Corner 
Screening Room 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 2009 | Peter Keough’s review 
is on page 24. | 36m | Boston Common 
+ Fenway + Harvard Square + Somerville 
Theatre + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 

© DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
| 2009 | Charles Dickens made a mint 
with readings of A Christmas Carol, but 
a century and a half of technologi 

cal progress has not been kind to the 
property. Thanks to Robert Zemeckis’s 
state-of-the-art 3-D performance-cap 
ture animation, audiences can now 
enjoy the spectacle of Jacob Marley's 
ghost (Cary Oldman) spewing spit 

in their laps. Or Bob Cratchit (Old 
man again) looking like Gollum ina 
waistcoat. Or endless sequences of the 
camera flying over a snow 
London. And there’s sometk 


lobe-like 
ng about 
the process that frees up actors to 
deliver their hammiest performances, 
especially Jim Carrey as Scrooge and 
all three Ghosts. Man, that Chost of 
Christmas Present sure can laugh 
Zemeckis does conjure his canny 
Back to the Future period when he plays 
games with the notion of time. But 
the best part of this Christmas Carol is 
the end, when the ugly animation 
metamorphoses back into the pages 
of a book. | 95m | Boston Common + 
Harvard Square + Arlington Capitol + 
suburbs 


AN EDUCATION | 2009 | As 
Jenny, the clever London ingénue who 
anchors this effortless 1960s drama 
from Danish director Lone Scherfig 

Italian for Beginners, Wilbur Wants To Kill 
Himself), Carey Mulligan might well 
put you in mind of Audrey Hepburn 
in Roman Holiday. Jenny is headed for 
Oxford till she gets caught in a rain- 
storm and accepts a ride from David 
(Peter Sarsgaard, good despite a weak 
British accent), a Jewish businessman 
and “music lover” more than twice 
her age. He charms her parents (Al- 
fred Molina and Cara Seymour), and 
a Ravel concert followed by “a spot of 
supper” leads to a trip to Oxford and, 
ultimately, a weekend (and, yes, a 
controversial one in light of the age 
difference) in Paris to celebrate her 
17th birthday. Scherfig avoids most 
of the pitfalls of the coming-of-age 
genre. She falters slightly with the 
conclusion, but her tight direction 
coupled with Nick Hornby’s screen 
play, the wonderful performances 
(don’t overlook Olivia Williams as a 
concemed teacher), the lush cinema- 
tography, and the pre-swinging ‘60s 


production design makes An Education 
worth studying. | 97m | Kendall Square 
+ Embassy 

EVERYBODY'S FINE | 2009 | 
You'll be forgiven if you mistake Rob 
ert De Niro’s face for Robert Young's 
next to Kate Beckinsale’s, Drew 
Barrymore's, and Sam Rockwell's on 
the poster for Kirk (Waking Ned Devine) 
Jones's rernake of Stanno tutti bene. Ar- 
tiving almost 20 years after Giuseppe 
Tornatore’s original, it’s timed as both 
a feel-good holiday release and an 
award-worthy showcase for De Niro, 
who even has a climactic, clip-ready 
ctying scene. But though Bobby won't 
make you forget Marcello Mastroian- 
ni’s Matteo Scuro, the once-great thes- 
pian doesn’t coast here in his under- 
stated performance as widower Frank 
Goode, whose moniker indicates the 
level of subtlety found throughout 

the rest of the film. Frank's grown 
children are no Bud and Kitten, and 
even if this father does know best, he 
has a lot to learn about his secretive 
kids as he visits them, one by one, 
Tokyo Story-style. Yasu 
is a masterpiece. This one? Well 

it’s fine. | 100m | Embassy + Arlington 
Capitol [Fri-Sun] + suburbs 


zu's film 


®®© FANTASTIC MR, FOX | 2009 | 
Count us among the few not captivat 
ed by Anderson's animated adaptation 
of Roald Dahl's book — we found it 

as stilted and twee as the title canid’s 
tippy-toe gait. Despite Fox's imsouci 
ance, which is enhanced by George 
Clooney's suave goofiness and Ander 
son's doodling details, his story is a 
familiar one: former chicken hunter 
subdued by marriage (the wife voiced 
by Meryl Streep) and a runty son (who 
is “different,” another clichéd trope) 
into a suffocating career as a journal- 
ist. And so, one last big heist, which 
entangles the whole weird Wind in the 
Willows community. From the Davy 
Crockett theme song at the start toa 
kid named Kristofferson, Anderson's 
cuteness often cloys. “I'm a wild ani- 
mal,” Mr. Fox observes. If only that 
were so. | 88m | Boston Common + 
Fenway + Kendall Square + Chestnut Hill 
+ West Newton + suburbs 

}®® FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS 
VEGAS | 1998 | in his exhausting, 
inevitably uneven adaptation of 
Hunter S. Thompson's gonzo classic, 
Terry Gilliam moves beyond parody 
to touch on the pathos of Thomp 
son's pose, suggesting that the chief 
object of his fear and loathing is 
Thompson himself. As Raoul Duke, 
Johnny Depp metamorphoses into 
Thompson, embodying his voice, 
gestures, and gait; and Benicio Del 
Toro inhabits the bulk (he put on 
40 pounds for the role) of Duke's at- 
torney and sidekick, Dr. Gonzo, with 
a melancholy restraint that makes 
his episodes of mania all the more 


assaultive. But mostly it’s Gilliam’s 
sense of irony that turns the book’s 
drug-fueled verbiage, pompous and 
hypocritical radical politics, and 
calmly hysterical paranoia into a 
hilarious trip to the hellish heart of 
one American dream. | 118m | Brattle 
Mon 
FIRST ON THE MOON | 2005 | Once 
the Soviet empire fell — becoming, 
in critic J. Hoberman’s phrase, “the 
red Auantis” — nostalgia quickly set 
in, itself a new kind of idealism. An 
amused yet rhapsodic expression of 
post-Soviet retrospection, Aleksei 
Fedorchenko's film is a festival fave 
that posits, in wistful mock-doc fash 
ion, the secret Soviet lunar landing of 
1938, complete with heroic cosmonaut 
and an archival love of retro-futur 
ism. | Russian | b&w + color | 75m | MFA 
Fri-Sat 
}®© THE FISHER KING | 1991) 
Terry Cilliam’s overlong, fitfully 
brilliant film relies on its outstand- 
ing cast and the easy pathos of its 
premise. Jeff Bridges plays an as- 
Sault-talk-radio star brought low 
when a caller takes his advice and 
blows away a restaurant of yuppies 
Suicidal and impoverished, Bridges 
is rescued from two street punks, 
who want to immolate him, by a 
homeless man cum knight errant 
Robin Williams, in a more solemn 
variation on his hyperkinetic rou 
tines). Bridges decides to reciprocate 
by setting Williams up with his true 
love (a nebbish played by Amanda 
Plummer) and helping him find the 
Holy Grail. But the Grail, located in 
the castle-like mansion of a shadowy 
Upper East Side mogul, is a gratu 
itous emblem of soulless American 
greed. And Gilliam’s treatment 
makes neither the legend coherent 
nor the social problem cogent. With 
Mercedes Ruehl in a dense, efferves- 
cent performance. | 137m | Brattle 
Tues-Wed 
FOR THE LOVE OF MOVIES 
| 2009 | Like Trekkies and other docu 
mentaries that examine what makes 
particular nerd legions tick, For the 
Love of Movies bears viewers to a 
planet that outsiders only think they 
know about. But in interviewing his 
subjects — a score of movie critics — 
Phoenix critic Gerald Peary does much 
more than just provoke condescend 
ing quotes about pedestrian favorites 
like Titanic. In a feat fit for civilians 
and fellow arbiters alike, Pe 
traces film crit 


ism to its birtt 
examines Mov ents, trends, 

eras that have > evolved, with an 
emphasis on the feud between An 
drew Sarris and Pauline Kael. Harlan 
Jacobson of Talk Cinema delivers a 
gem for the biggest question of all: 
why do some people get to watch 
movies for a living? “It’s like why is 
Derek Jeter playing for the Yankees 
and you're not,” says Jacobson. “I got 
the job.” | 82m | West Newton 

»®® FOUR SEASONS LODGE 
2008 | Andrew Jacobs's documen 
tary is a poignant portrait of a 
Jewish summer community in the 
Catskills (one of a few where once 
there'd been hundreds) peopled 
almost entirely by elderly concentra- 
tion-camp survivors. Jacobs folds 

in aging snapshots and listens to 
the gray lions’ stories and ends up 
mourning not only the losses of the 
Nazi rampage but also those of the 
post-war communal era, which is 
fading away into a second history as 
time presses on. Here’s a full-bore 
“Jewish” cinematic feast, evoking in 
these old-timers’ tales, inflections, 
and habits an entire century's worth 
of disappearing ethnic reality. | 97m | 
Coolidge Corner: Mini-Max 


®®© GREMLINS | 1984 | Produced by 
Steven Spielberg and directed by Joe 
Dante, this horror comedy is about 

a pack of malignant house pets that 
look like Yoda's delinquent half-broth- 
ers. At first, as they invade the home 
of a bland American teenager (Zach 
Galligan), they seem to embody the 
instinct for mayhem hidden in even 
the most charming beings; but then, 
thanks to the dozens of ironic film 
references that Dante works in, the 
gremlins come to caricature an Ameri- 


can youth besotted by mass culture. 
Dante orchestrates the details like a 
Stokowski of the cutting table, but his 
jaunty, inventive movie would have 
been better if he weren't so blind to 
everything outside the hermetic world 
of cinema. With Phoebe Cates and 
Hoyt Axton. | 106m | Coolidge Corner 


Fri-Sat midnight 


THE HEIRESS | 1949 | The di 
alogue (by Ruth and Augustus Goetz 
here is overwritten: it’s based on a 
stage version of Henry James's Wash- 
ington Square that makes the story seem 
much more old-fashioned than it is. 
But the director is that master crafts- 
man William Wyler, and the three 
leading actors do some remarkable 
things with their roles. As Catherine 
Sloper, whose plainness is the curse of 
her life, Olivia de Havilland suggests 
the kind of desperate romanticism 
that can lead to acts of grand revenge 
and pitiable self-destruction. Mont- 
gomery Clift displays tremendous 
charm in the role of the adventurer 
who courts her for her fortune; his 
sexual vitality feels contemporary, but 
it does explain Catherine's blindness 
to his wiles. And as Catherine's fa 
ther, whose disappointment with her 
has made him vicious, Ralph Richard- 
son is nothing short of magnificent 
With Miriam Hopkins, who's charm. 
ing, and an unmemorable Aaron Cop 
land score. | 115m | MFA: Wed 

}®®* THE HURT LOCKER | 2009 

Kathryn Bigelow’s films have 
ranged from Near Dark (1987) to near 
disaster, but here, for the first time, 
she forges her mastery of detail, 
composition, pacing, psychological 
insight, and perverse beauty into a 
masterpiece. It begins with a bang 
— maybe the most beautiful explo 
sion in film history, the detonation 
of an IED (improvised explosive 
device) in the streets of Baghdad in 
2004 at the height of the insurgency. 


LANDMARK THEATRES 
KENDALL SQUARE 
CINEMA | Kendal! Square 
Cambridge 617/499-1996 


That takes us to the members of the 
Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) 
units, and Sergeant William James 
(Jeremy Renner in a career-making 
performance), who seems utterly 
reassuring in his competence and 
totally unreliable in his recklessness. 
As detailed in the script by Mark 
Boal, who served as an embedded 
journalist with one such unit, the 
defusing process unfolds with excru 
ciating authenticity, and together 
with the bluntly fatalistic dialogue, 
these sequences pulse with an al 
most fetishistic fascination as well 
as with gut-wrenching suspense. The 
Hurt Locker is the first genuine work of 
art to emerge from the Iraq debacle. | 
130m | Harvard Square 


}®® INVICTUS | 2009 | Clint East- 
wood's film is the story of the South 
Africa Springboks’ victory in the 
1995 Rugby World Cup, but his focus 
not so much the virtually all-white 
team’s captain, Francois Pienaar 

as played by Matt Damon, stolid 
and functional as a doorknob), as 

it is President Nelson Mandela (a 
detailed and affecting Morgan Free 
man), who risked his reputation to 
insist that the Springboks — long a 
symbol of South African apartheid 
— be allowed to keep their tradition- 
al name and colors. Invictus might 
not be Eastwood's most inve: 

movie, but it is one of his shrewdest 
— Mandela's tightrope walk be 
tween satisfying his supporters and 
unifying the country is rendered 
with particular subtlety. And even 
those unacquainted with rugby will 
be moved by the match itself, the 
sweat and blood and groans of the 
scrums and the torturous progress 
to an exhausting overtime victory 

| 134m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square + Somerville Theatre 
+ Embassy + suburbs 
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© THE MEN WHO STARE AT 
GOATS | 2009 


al 
—_ & 


Claudia Puig 


sady 
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ends up nc 
m | Fresh 
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Oren Movert feature-len 


iddl ed desert for the more 
ly treacherous suburbs, as 
aff Sergeant Will Montgomery (Ben 
t returns from combat only to 
be shanghai'd into the Army's Casu 
alty Notification service, whose op 
eratives do the gut-wrenching job of 
delivering death notices to soldiers’ 
next of kin. Will's bristly mentor, 
ony (Woody Harr 1), advises 
” And you 
ger itself will 
m fate decrees 
for war widow Olivia 
Yet sc 
ed blo 
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philandering father; Norman Jewi 
son directs. | 102m | BPL: Thurs 
»>®® THE MUPPETS TAKE MAN- 
HATTAN | 1984 | in the third of the 
Muppet movies, our cloth co n 
ions are still stuck in the middle of a 
tiresome story (they're would-be stars 
ng to make it on Broadway — ge 
, but Muppe 
n Henson and Frank Oz have 
loosened up a bit: they throw in some 
lavish cinematic set pieces, a terrific 
new character named Rizzo the Rat, 
and a wedding for Kermit and Miss 
Piggy that’s both rowdier and more 
romantic than anyone might have ex. 
pected. | 94m | Coolidge Corner: Sat 


enough for you? 
teers Jirr 


»® NINJA ASSASSIN | 2009 | So 
much blood splashes across the 
screen in James McTeigue’s martial 
arts madness, you'd think the hu 
man body consisted of nothing but. 
Geysers erupt from sword slashes 
and heads explode in red splats 
McTeigue, who cut his teeth as an 
assistant director on the Matrix series 
and made his name with V for Vendetta 
certainly gets the CCl eviscerations 
right. But not so much the plot 
Much of the action in this 
of far ——— chopsockies centers 
lin, where a Europol agent 


ris) links a series of kill 


now in 
you wishing for 
Dragon or The Killer 
ommon + Fenway 
ond + suburbs 


® OLD DOGS | 2009 | Director Walt 
Becker reteams with his Road Hogs star 
and apparent muse John Travolta for 
another execrable entry in the ag 
ing-boomer buddy “comedy” genre. 
Travolta smarms it up as Charlie, the 
babe-bagging counterpoint to Robin 
Williams's earnest sad sack Dan, who 
mopes about failed love and takes off 
his shirt way too often. The two sports 
marketers are gunning for a big Japa- 
nese account when Dan's former fling 
(Kelly Preston) shows up, tells him 
he’s the father of her seven-year-old 
twins (Conner Rayburn and Travoita’s 
daughter Ella Bleu), and dumps the 
office-upending kids on him for two 
weeks. From there, the cringingly 
unfunny fart, crotch, and urine gags 
uncork at 15-minute intervals; racist 
and homophobic jokes — an inspired 
contrast to the violin-backed family- 
values crap — are equally well paced. 
The only amusing scenes involve 
facial paralysis and a gorilla. Old Dogs 
is notable for being Bernie Mac's last 
film. Too bad it’s not Becker's. | 88m | 
Fresh Pond + suburbs 


PARIS | 2008 | What's the 
French word for Crash? Cédric 
Klapisch’s serendipitous interweav 
ing of the lives of disparate characters 
in the title city never resorts to the 
contrivance and manipulation of Paul 
Haggis's Oscar winner, but there are 
some close calls. As with the unfor 
tunate Cameroon youth whose ordeal 
in trying to get to Paris serves as crass 
counterpoint to the mostly bourgeois 
melodramas of the rest of the cast. 
That doesn't include Pierre (Romain 
Duris), a gravely ill dancer who passes 
the time gazing from his rooftop, Rear 
Window-style, at the city and its in- 
habitants. Or his sister Elise (Juliette 
Binoche as yet another struggling 
single mom). But certainly Roland 
(Fabrice Luchini), a snooty history 
prof, and his student Laetitia (Melanie 
Laurent), the object of his lust, seem 
vain and trivial. Not to mention the 
usual whining pleasure seekers and 
neurotics. To his credit, Klapisch’s 


world is inspired more by reality than 
by Screenwriting 101. And the movie 
is set in Paris. | French | 129m | West 
Newton 

»®® PIRATE RADIO | 2009 | Richard 
Curtis's Pirate Radio is a y fict 
alization of an oft-fc t T 

60s pop culture wi 
outlaws took to sea beyc 
gal jurisdiction, flipped c 
mitters, and broadcast ; 
and roll to a hungry publ 
by a stuffy BBC — via wave 
signal. Curtis does play a little fast 
and loose with the facts here, like us 
ing the Who's 1971 “Won't Get Fooled 
Again” in a film set hav 
ing the pirate stati 
in 1967 by tight-as: 
seething Sir Alistair Do idy 

neth Branagh) instea Labour, and 
turning the pirates’ mund. exis 
tence into a bawdy, brightly colored 
bacchanal. The plot, too, is little more 
than a series of cobbled-together set 
pieces, but that gives the ensemble 
— which includes Bill Nighy, Nick 
Frost, Rhys Ifans, Tom Brooke, Rhys 
Darby, Ralph Brown ] 
mour Hoffinan — ai 
for rhythmic repartee. It's a ribald, 
rocking romp The- 
atre + Embassy + suburbs 

PLANET 51) 2009 | The of 
for the latest animated kids’ fa 
is promising — but it’s for ar 
movie 


starved 


966, and 


. | 135m | Somerville 
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like robot. It’s all 

of sci-fi and fantasy c 

director Jorge Blanco ta 

an unwholesome preoccupation with 
pee, anal plugs, and homosexual 
anxiety. | 88m | Fresh Pond + suburbs 
}®® PRECIOUS | 2009 | Adapted 
from the novel Push by Sapphire, who 
might be a little too beholden to Al- 
ice Walker's The Color Purple, this film 
about an illiterate, overweight, preg- 
nant Harlem teen in 1987 comes close 
to collapsing into exploitation or self- 
parody. But thanks to an extraordi- 
nary performance by Cabourey Sidibe 
in the title role, it doesn’t. Together 
with director Lee Daniels, she creates 
a character and a point of view that 
makes the most outlandish excesses 
— Precious's father has been raping 
her since first grade, giving her two 
babies, the first at age 12, and infect- 
ing her with HIV, and her mother 
molests her as well — brutally plau- 
sible. Daniels balances the purple 
passages with stylistic restraint, and 
Sidibe's voiceover, drawn from the 
broken poetry of the book's first-per- 
son narration, evokes an inner world 
of rage and tenderness, of violation, 
self-loathing, and nascent wisdom. 
There's also Mo’Nique’s scene- 
stealing performance as the most 
depraved and wicked movie mother 
since Mommie Dearest, Lenny Kravitz 
as an easy-going, kind-hearted male 
nurse, and the crusty social worker 
played by an unlikely but outstand 
ing Mariah Carey. | 109m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Kendall Square + 
Coolidge Corner + Embassy + suburbs 
}®® THE PRINCESS AND THE 
FROG | 2009 | Fans of traditional ani- 
mation will be relieved to learn that 
2004's Home on the Range was not the 
final nail in Disney’s 2-D toon coffin 
In this visually sumptuous New Or- 
leans-based take on the Frog Prince 
tale, Tiana (Dreamgiris’ Anika Noni 
Rose), a waitress hell-bent on open- 
ing her own restaurant, and loafing 
playboy Prince Naveen (Bruno Cam- 
pos) flit through murky bayous, voo- 
doo parlors, and Bourbon Street as 
they seek to break the juju hex that’s 
turned the pair of them into talking 
amphibians. The soundtrack doesn’t 
offer the sheer earworm power of 


i 


previous Disney hits, but the musi 
cal numbers do bump along engag 
ingly from jazz to gospel to zydeco 
special props to the nightmarish 
occult freakout “Friends on the Other 
Side”). Compared with, say, The Littl 
Mermaid, this film boasts a fairly 
positive message — squint and you'll 
find something about balancing your 
career and your social life. Still, it's a 
pity that saintly Tiana, the first black 
princess to enter the Disney pan 
theon, gets so little opportunity to 
flaunt her spark. | 37m | Boston Com- 
mon + Fenway + Fresh Pond + Chest- 
nut Hill + West Newton + suburbs 


POBE 


THE REMAINS OF THE DAY 
| 1993 | Anthony Hopkins and Emma 
Thompson give impeccable perfor 
mances, director James Ivory and 
screenwriter Ruth Prawer Jhabvala 
orchestrate splendid set pieces, and 
the Merchant/Ivory period appoint 
ments live up to the production 
team’s reputation in this adaptation 
of the novel by Kazuo Ishiguro. The 
butler Stevens (Hopkins) can only 
stand mute as his master, Lord Dar 
lington, consorts with the Nazis in 
the late 1930s — and as his love, the 
housekeeper Miss Kenton (Thomp 
son), looks elsewhere for a life. By 
turns sarcastic, and coltish, 
she knows that she and Stevens love 


tender 


each ot 


weak to ac 


clear why 
one look at the tormen 


son and Hopkins te 


lls you all 


Tues 

| THE ROAD | 2009 | john 
Hillcoat’s relentlessly faithful version 
of Cormac McCarthy's post-apoca 
lyptic Pulitzer-winning novel opens 
with images of better days: sunshine, 
leaves and blossoms, birdsong and 
voices. Then lights flash through 

a window at night, and all that re 
mains is an unnamed father (Viggo 
Mortensen) and son (Kodi Smit 
McPhee) living out of a shopping cart 
equipped with a rear-view mirror that 
they push through endless vistas of 
ash, smoke, corpses, and ruin. The 
pilot gets a little repetitive: danger, 
flight, repose, and danger again, as 
the man and the boy progress along 
the wreck-strewn highway and pass 
the monotonous panorama of spec- 
tacular nothingness to some spurious 
refuge by the sea. But Smit-McPhee 
not only conveys the child's terror, 

he also evokes genuine decency and 
moral clarity. And when the father, 
carrying the boy on his back, hobbles 
after the thief (Michael Kenneth Wil- 
liams) who's stumbling away with 
the precious shopping cart and all 
their belongings, we get a wrenching 
sequence — a kind of reverse Good Sa- 
maritan parable — that’s more power- 
ful on screen than on the page. | 13m 
| Boston Common + Kendall Square + 
Embassy + suburbs 

}® THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | 1975 | This horror-camp 
extravaganza still draws midnight 
crowds. Its story of two dorky, all 
American kids (Barry Bostwick and 
Susan Sarandon) who find themselves 
indoctrinated into the pansexual 
ways of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is no more 
outrageous than La Cage aux Folles, 

but only a curmudgeon would deny 
the magnetism of Tim Curry, whose 
lip-smacking rendition of “Sweet 
Transvestite” remains one of the high 
points in all of cult movies. Jim Shar- 
man directs. | 100m | Harvard Square 
Sat midnight 

THE ROOM | 2003 | Tommy Wiseau 
wrote, directed, and stars in what's 
been called “the Citizen Kane of bad 
movies.” Banker Johnny (Wiseau) is 
ga-ga over his blonde fiancée, Lisa 
Quliette Danielle). But is Lisa worthy 
of his trust? Where does Johnny's best 
friend, Mark (Greg Sostero), fit in? 
And Lisa’s mother, Claudette (Caro- 
lyn Minnott)? What about orphaned 
neighbor Denny (Philip Haldiman)? 
And will this truly be the worst movie 
you've ever seen? | 99m | Coolidge Cor- 
ner: Sat midnight 
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MIGHT GET LOUD Sony This rous- 
ing documentary from Davis Guggenheim (An 
Inconvenient Truth, Barack Obama's convention 
bio-pic and prime-time campaign infomercial) con- 
venes three of rock's most iconic guitarists on a 
Hollywood soundstage: jimmy Page, the Edge, 
and Jack White. it's difficult to think of three more 
disparate personalities and guitar styles: Page is 
the classicist, the Edge is a rhythmic and tonal 
alchemist, intent on breaking boundaries, White 
is a wild primitive. But you can sense the respect 
the men have for one another — even as you see 
the three of them subtly sizing one another up. 
Guggenheim does a fine job of weaving a narrative 
out of the three life stories, but the best moments 
come from watching the three interact. | 97m 


ture-length directorial debut is a vérité sci-fi thrill- 
er set in an alternate-reality South Africa where 
2.5 million Cthulhu-faced bug aliens crash-land 
into human society and a zillion boffo explosions 
ensue. In 1982, the extraterrestrials are stranded 
on Earth after their giant spaceship craps out 
over Johannesburg; in 2010, a ruthless govern- 
ment org and its nebbishy bureaucrat cog Wikus 
van der Merwe (Sharito Copley) atternpt to roust 
the aliens from their unruly tin-roofed shanty- 
town. During an investigation, Wikus accidentally 
sprays himself with a mysterious black “liquid” 
that mutates him and gives him the power to use 
the aliens’ sophisticated bio-weaponry. Suddenly, 
both the government and the Nigerian warlords 
want a piece of him, and in order to stay alive, 
he has to buddy up with the same aliens he's 
oppressed. The film might have seemed ground- 
breaking if Blomkamp hadn't already started to 
tell the story (and done a better job of it) with 
his 2005 short “Alive in Joburg.” By comparison, 
District 9 simply bounds from one contrivance to 
the next. | 112m 


whether this film is a significant leap forward 
for Mike Judge (Office Space, Idiocracy) in terms 
of story or just not as funny as his earlier work. 
Jason Bateman plays the well-to-do but wussy 
owner of an extract company (he was some kind 
of chemistry whiz kid) whose professional and 
personal life unravel thanks to an accident at his 
factory, a seductive con artist (Mila Kunis), and his 
own inability to handle much of anything. There's 


an odd mix of anticipation: “What will happen 
next — and when is it going to get really funny?” 
The film does reside in the judge universe (lots of 
soullessness and stupidity), and there are some 
great lines, like “How often am | going to meet a 
girl who's pretty and into food flavoring?” But in 
terms of concentration of laughs, it’s more of a 
syrup than an extract. With Ben Affleck and Gene 
Simmons as ambulance-chasing lawyers. | 391m 


@®@® (500) DAYS OF SUMMER | Fox | “This 
is not a love story,” (S00) Days of Summer's dis- 
embodied narrator tells us. That's mostly a lie 
Marc Webb's first feature-length film is an odd 
romantic comedy, but it's a romantic comedy 
nonetheless — and a non-excruciating one at that 
Tom (joseph Gordon-Levitt), a brooding pencil 
pusher with a thing for “sad British pop” and The 
Graduate, falls for his co-worker Summer (Zooey 
Deschanel), the commitment-phobic It girl. They 
bond over the Smiths, Knight Rider, and yelling 
“penis” in the park, but he wants a soul mate, 
and she wants an exit strategy. Since (500) Days 
thrives on quirk, the film — a three-way pile-up of 
Juno, The Office, and Memento — starts with their 
break-up and whiplashes throughout the relation- 
ship, unstuck in time. Annoying, yes, but when 
the gimmicks work, it’s fun. Still, the film's major 
flaw, Summer's flimsy character, ensures that 
its unexpected ending is less a haymaker than a 
sucker punch. | 95m 


© ALL ABOUT STEVE | Fox | it took three women 
to pen The Ugly Truth, but only one — Kim Barker 
— to conceive the sad stalker tale at the center 
of Phil Traill's freshman feature. Movies don't 
get much worse. Even though it's billed as a 
comedy, you won't be laughing. But you will be 
cringing through Sandra Bullock's performance as 
Mary Horowitz, a socially inept crossword-puzzle 
constructor who won't go anywhere without her 
bright red vinyl boots. You might think those are 
the reason she's a 40ish spinster — at least, you 
might until she opens her mouth. A know-it-all 
(that goes with her job, at least), she knows she's 
met her match when her parents set her up on a 
blind date with Steve (Bradley Cooper), a cable- 
news cameraman. And Steve knows to run like 
hell as she chases him across four states. The 
film isn't even really about Steve. They should 
have called it “There's Something Insane About 
Mary.” | 30m 


®@®® A SERIOUS MAN | 2003 | joel 
and Ethan Coen put the sad back in 
sadism with this story of the trials 
and tribulations of Jewish intellectual 
Larry Gopnik (Michael Stuhlbarg, who 
Tesembles a younger Eugene Levy). His 
wife (Sari Lennick) is cheating on him, 
he’s up for tenure at the Midwestern 
university where he teaches physics, 
his brother Arthur (Richard Kind) is 
draining a cyst, the Columbia Record 
Club is dunning him. At times, the 
film is as much a Jobean ordeal for the 
viewer as it is for Larry — must his 
teenage son, Danny (Aaron Wolff), call 


him on the phone while he’s weep- 
ing in the office of his lawyer (Adam 
Arkin) to complain that the reception 
for F Troop is still fuzzy? But every time 
the black humor and the caricatures 
become overbearing, the Coens take 


off on an inexplicable, mind-blowing, 


brutally funny tangent. In this film, 
they suggest that they, too, might be 
butts of the cosmic joke of life. | 105m 
| West Newton + Arlington Capitol + 
suburbs 


®@@O THIS GUN FOR HIRE | 1942 
| Based on the Graham Creene novel, 


this is the film that rocketed Alan 
Ladd to stardom. “I don't go soft for 
anybody,” he snarls as Philip Raven, 
a steel-hearted hitman who doesn’t 
think twice about offing a snitch or 
smacking a broad yet coddles a stray 
kitten. Directed by Frank Tuttle, 
this top-notch noir skulks into a 
nihilistic underworld when Raven is 
hoodwinked by his mint-munching 
client (Laird Cregar). Slit-eyed and 
unsmiling, the diminutive Ladd is 
the embodiment of existential disaf- 
fection, the ultimate trench-coated 
tough guy. The film also marks the 
actor’s first of four pairings with the 
radiant Veronica Lake, whose banal 
musical numbers are the only element 
Continued on p 52 
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No purchase necessary. Supply limited. One pass per entry. No phone calls please. Seating limited to theatre capacity. 


EVERYWHERE CHRISTMAS 
REGAL CINEMAS FENWAY 13 SHOWCASE CINEMAS RANDOLPH 


KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 201 Brookline Ave Rie 139, Exit 20A Off Rie 24 
| Kendall Sq, Cambridge 617/499-1996 617/424-6266 781/963-5600 


STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 


INDEPENDENT NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS SHOWCASE 
SHOWCASE CINEMA DE LUX LEGACY PLACE CINEMA DE LUX PATRIOT PLACE 
Danvers 978/777-4000 670 Legacy Place 800/315-4000 24 Patriot Place 800/315-4000 


Text AIR to 33287 for movie times and mobile updates from Paramount! 


LANDMARK THEATRES 
BOSTON COMMON 19 
175 Tremont St 888/AMC-4FUN 


AMC FRAMINGHAM 16 


617/734-2500 


= 
THE BOSTON PHOENIX DECEMBER 18, 2009 
THE 
290 Harvard St, Brookline 


THE TONY-WINNING BEST MUSICAL 


ABOUT HOME, 


FAMILY AND 
FINDING WHERE 
YOU 


982-2787 


Continued from p 51 

snuffing the tension of this crackling 
thriller. With Robert Preston as the LA 
policeman who's Lake's fiancé. | b&w | 
80m | MFA: Wed 

TIM BURTON'S THE NIGHT- 
MARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS | 1993 

Tim Burton's parody of “The Night 
Before Christmas” is a delightful ani 
mated musical fantasy that immerses 
us in a Halloween world of ghouls 
and goblins and haunted mansions, 
combining the genteel black humor 
of Charles ¢.ddams and Edward Corey, 
the skewed angles of Cerman Expres- 
sionist films, Dr. Seuss, and Czech 
stop-motion animato; lan Svankma- 
jer. The tale is slight: Jack Skellington, 
an elegant bag of bones borec with his 
job as creative director for Halloween, 
stumbles into Christmas Town and 
usurps Santa's throne. The songs, by 
Danny Elfman, settle into a wonder- 
fully gloomy Kurt Weill mode that's 
antithetical to Disney's usual saccha: 
rine stuff. But parents needn't worry 
— there's nothing here any scarier 
than TV's Beetlejuice cartoons. On the 
other hand, we haven't see the 3-D 
version. | 76m | BPL: Mon 
TO EACH HIS OWN | 1946 | Olivia de 
Havilland in martyr mode won a Best 
Actress Oscar for her performance as 
Jody Norris, plays a small-town girl 
who during World War | falls for a 
soldier (John Lund) and then finds 
herself pregnant. She gives the child 
up for adoption and follows his course 
from afar; only during World War Il, 
when he’s grown up (and also played 
by Lund), does she reveal her identity. 
With Criff Barnett as her sympathetic 
father, Roland Culver as her friend 
Lord Desham, and Mary Anderson and 
Phillip Terry as the adoptive parents; 
Mitch Leisen directs. | 122m | MFA: Wed 
TO THE STARS BY HARD WAYS 
(CHEREZ TERNI! K ZVYOZDAM) | 
1981/2001 | Russian director Richard 
Viktorov's sci-fi oddity was recon- 
structed and restored by his son Niko- 
lai in 2001. The title is a translation of 
the Latin motto “Per aspera ad astra”; 
the plot gives us Earth as a trouble-free 
paradise of country homes and robot 
servants inhabited by tetchy scientists 
who discover a derelict spacecraft from 
another world, and its only survivor: 

a nervous and telekinetic “go percent” 
humanoid woman (the kinkajou- 
eyed, otherworldly Yelena Metelkina 
Investigating her story, everyone is 
led to her pollution-poisoned planet, 
where the cosmonauts quickly reverse 
the greenhouse effect and somehow 
cleanse the atmosphere of fallout. 
Campy, gabby, and ceaselessly inven 
tive, the film became a laugh-riot cult 
item with the post-Soviet generation. | 
Russian | 123m | MFA: Sun 


fantasy from director Terry Cilia, 
the human race, what's left of it 
after a virus wipes out billions, lives 
underground. Prisoner Bruce Wil 

lis is offered freedom if he'll travel 
back in time to 1996 and find an eco 
terrorist group called the 

the 12 Monkeys that unle 

virus, but he keeps landing in the 
wrong past, getting locked up in an 
asylum with the conspiracy-minded 
Brad Pitt and falling for M 
Stowe, a medical expert on 

paranoia — whereupon he be; 

to wonder whether he hasn't 
lucinated the whole plague § 
future. Cilliam, whose fi always 
erase all distinction between reality 
and imagination, turns out to be the 
ideal director for this material. | 129m 
| Brattle: Tues-Wed 

®® THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW 
MOON | 2009 | Chris Weitz comes on 
board to direct Twilight's hotly awaited 
sequel, New Moon, but the second bite 
doesn't sate quite like the first. Bella 
(Kristen Stewart) celebrates her 18th 
birthday with vampire boyfriend 
Edward (Robert Pattinson); when she 
gets a paper cut at the party, however, 
one of Edward's brothers loses control 
of his blood lust. Concerned for Bella's 
safety, Edward and his vampire fam 
ily leave town. Bella then develops 
damsel-in-distress syndrome: every 
time she’s in danger, she imagines 
that Edward will appear to protect 
her, so she starts thrill-seeking to ful 
fill her fantasies. She also rebounds 
with her childhood friend Jacob 
(Taylor Lauter), but that relation 
ship is doomed to drama as well once 
Jacob discovers that he and his friends 
have the ability to shapeshift into 
vampire-slaying wolves. Much of the 
movie dotes on Jacob’s and Edward's 
rippling abs. The soundtrack will be 
smothered by the sounds of scr 

ing girls, and laughing at them may 
be the only pleasure you get out of 
this arduously edited angst fest 
130m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 

®© 2012 | 2009 | The details of 
Roland Emmerich’s Mayan-calen 
dar-predicts-the-end-of-the-world 
premise are sketchy, but it seems 
that a once-in-a-blue-moon planetary 
alignment has unleashed solar flares 
and neutrinos, and soon big slabs of 
Los Angeles are flying into the void 
like smoking brownies off a cookie 
sheet. After a tipoff of what's to come 
from reclusive radio crazy Charlie 
Frost (Woody Harrelson), Jackson 
Curtis (John Cusack) packs the ex- 
wife (Amanda Peet), the two kids, 
and even the ex-wife's new boyfriend 
(good thing, because it turns out he 
can fly a plane, sort of) into a limo 
and outraces the disintegrating city 
to the airport. The ey take off as 
the airstrip collapses behind them and 
soar through crumbling skyscrapers 
shades of 9/11), shattered cloverieafs, 
flying subway trains, and we think 
we caught a glimpse of Miss Culch 


ation - ve have 
the zanv exhilara*ion of a C.uck jones 
cartoon. But really, you'll get as much 
of this as you want just watching the 
trailers. | 15im | Soston Common + Fresh 
Pond + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 


®®© UP IN THE AIR | 2009 | No 
director pulls off the bait-and-switch 
as craftily as Jason Reitman (Thank 
You for Smoking and Juno). He gets you 
thinking that you're watching a hip, 
caustic comedy subverting the status 
quo, but by the end, he’s vindicated 
all the platitudes he seemed to scorn. 
In his adaptation of Walter Kirn's 
brittle, sardonic novel Up in the Air, he 
converts an appealing anti-hero with 
a disturbingly cogent philosophy of 
alienation i: ito an apologist for fam- 
ily values. But getting to that point 
is almost worth the letdown. Ryan 
Bingham (George Clooney) works for 
a company that fires people, and he 
loves the rootlessness of perpetually 
flying. Will fellow frequent flyer Alex 
(Vera Farmiga) bring him down to 
earth? Or Natalie (Anna Kendrick), an 
upstart, Cirl Scouty woman with the 
bright idea of modernizing termina- 
tions by conducting them off-site via 
video? You won't be in suspense once 
Bingham has to attend the wedding 
of his estranged sister, Julie (Melanie 
Lynskey), to a Gumpish yokel (Danny 
McBride). After entertaining us so 
well with his charismatic nihilism, 
this anti-hero deserves better. | 104m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Kendall 
Square + Coolidge Corner + suburbs 


®®®© WHERE THE WILD THINGS 
ARE | 2009 | Spike Jonze & Dave Egg- 
ers’s adaptation of Maurice Sendak’s 
40-page children’s picture book rates 
right up there with Up and Wall*E and 
even The Wizard of Oz. Max Records's 
Max seems older than the boy in the 
wolf suit of the original, and perhaps 
more disturbed, as he attacks the 
family dog and then runs away from 
his mother (Catherine Keener) and 
her boyfriend (Mark Ruffalo). As for 
the wild things, they're suspiciously 
like squabbling, neurotic grown-ups, 
Max's interpretation of the adult 
world around him: the Shrekish Carol 
(james Gandolfini); his giant chicken 
pal Douglas (Chris Cooper); Carol’s 
ogress friend KW (Lauren Ambrose), 
who appears to have dumped him; 
the rhinocerotic, passive-aggressive 
Judith (Catherine O'Hara); Alexander 
(Paul Dano), who's a goat version of 
Eeyore. What doesn’t work so well is 
the return voyage. There might be 
no place like home, but it will never 
be the same again. | 101m | Somerville 
Theatre [Fri-Sun] + Arlington Capitol 
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Licewsen Massace 
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FREE INSTALLATION aM 


BENIN BODYWORKS 
MASSAGE 
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Details at Award 
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(617)473-8851 


Call our Live 
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AAN CAN 
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| Medical Vacuum 
Pumps. Cain 1-3 inches 


permanently Test 


LIVE & WORK INA 
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Northern CA. Meaningful work osterone 
Viagra. Cialis. Free Bro 


ures. 619-294-7777 
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Beauty Man 
actor-like, privatizing, Swiss, 
32, 1.85m, seeks attractive 
and very rich lady for marriage 


infomail69@hispeed.ch 


HYPNOTHERAPY 


BROOKLINE 
HYPNOSIS.COM 
1-866-BACK-SUB. Lose 


t. stop depression, stop 


APARTMENTS RENTALS 


BOSTON Sour END 


New tbr apt. Near Pe Bay 


lease necessary 


neat /hot 


712-627-3011 


ROOMMATES 


Rooms WanTED 


ALL AREAS - 
ROOMMATES.COM 

Browse hundreds of ontine tist- 
ings with photos and maps. Find 
your roommate with a click of 
the mouse! Visit: http://www. 
Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 


SERVICES 
OFFERED 


PREGNANT? 

CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency special 
izing in matching Birthmothers 
with Families nationwide. LIV- 
ING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions 


866-413-6293 (aan can) 


EoucaTion 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 

Fast, Affordable & Accred- 
ted. FREE Brochure. Call NOW’ 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 


http //www.continentatacademy. 
com (AAN CAN) 


FINANCIAL 


LOW START 

UP - HUGE PROFITS $ 
iMeater Dealers Wanted! #1 
Portable infrared Heater. As 
Seen on TV. Donit Miss This 
HOT Opportunity! Call NOW! 
1-800-714-8425 can) 


NEWBURY MASSAGE THERAPY 


Offering professional 
massage and body work 
provided by a licensed 


00000000000000 


masseuse. Convermently 
GREEN DOOR MASSAGE 
SNEW THERAPIST AVAILABLE 


TYLER ST, BOSTON 
CHINATOWN 


located on Rt. 20 off of 
Rt. 128 at 905 Main St 


229- 


617-924-9900 
9 Spring St. 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Fully Licensed 


DIVA SPA 


Facial 
Waxing 
Shower 

Hot Stone 
Body Work 


7 days/week 
9:00am-9:00pm 
VISA 
Ave Unit 2’ 
02111 


ORIENTAL 


617-689-0060 
School Street, Quincy 
FREE PARKING 


VOICE 


“GHARGES MAY APPLY TO CERTAIN FEATURES 


GO? 
DIAL #CLICK (#25425) 
79¢/min. Sprint. Boost, AT&T 


Collect Call Billing! 1-866-607-5282 
1-900 PRICING OPTIONS! 1-900-622-1100 


mont om f be fee ng that ail is AR 857-383-7118 Danvers - 2nd Floor 203 7 
GET DISH! 
JOPEN 


Hot Spring 
Beauty 


Massages, 
Waxing 


825A Washington St 
Newton, MA 


www.HotSpringBeauty.com 
Fully Licensed 


MASSAGE 


*Swedish massage 
*Deep tissue massage 
*Hot Stone Massage 
*Well trained therapists 
*Women and men clients welcome 


*Therapeutic only 


32 South ST, Suite 302 
WALTHAM, MA 


781-788-9772 


We take credit cards 
We look forward to providing you 
with quality chiropractic care. 


781-648-1358 
Thai Massage Style 


Open 7 Days 


400 Mass Ave Unit | 
Arlington, MA 


Fully Licensed 


RELAX TIME 
Massage Health 
72 Kneeland St 
Suite 405 
Boston, MA 
(Chinatown) 
617-595-3676 


930 am. 9 pm 


* FOOT MASSAGE 
1HK. $29.99 
* ASIAN BODY WORK 
* CHINESE TUINA 
* TAI MASSAGE 
617-924-8600 
60 N. BEACON ST. 
WATERTOWN 02472 


FULLY LICENSFD 


NEW MOON 
CHINESE 
BODY WORK 


Deep Tissue, 
Chinese Tuina, 


Reflexology 
Shiatsu. 


617-888-4886 


197 Belmont St, 
Belmont MA 02478 


CHINESE 
BEST 


MASSAGE 


5 Knapp Street, Boston 
Chinatown, MA 


7 Days/Week 10am-8:30pm 


617-426-1979 


Ucensed 


“The best thing 
happen 
the holidays 
Boston since 
Boston Ballet 
got kicked out 
the Wang? 
THE 


_Carly Carioili 


CHINESE TUINA 
MASSAGE 


508-283-1165 
389 Worcester Rd, 
Framingham, MA 01701 


Shen, 


258 Elm St. 
Davis Sq. 


617 381 4850 


SPA 


* FOOT MASSAGE 
1HR. $29.99 
* ASIAN BODY WORK 
* CHINESE TUINA 
* TAI MASSAGE 
* TABLE SHOWER 


617-393- 


783 MT AUBURN ST. 
WATERTOWN 02472 
FULLY LICENSED 
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A 

LAVENDER 

MASSAGE 

THERAPY 

RELAX & DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

9AM-9PM 
1167 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 


617-955-3966 


Choi’ 


Health Spa 


Massages 


781-231-0606 


DRAGON PEARL 
MASSAGE THERAPY 


MASSAGE THERAPY & FULL BODY M. 
W/ PRIVATE ROOMS 
Th6 EAST BROADWAY, S. BOSTON 


617-269-1879 
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cinquincy.com 


617-847-8988 


MASSAGE 
617-599-9863 


398 Trapelo Rd 
Belmont, MA 


828 = SS Ave 
Arlington 


9:30-10pm Daily 


781-646-1020 


ANSWER 


1_Call 617.450.8620 
1.800.232.4581 and use 
major credit debit card 


Call 1.900.226.4492 


It's only $2.39/minute. 18+ 


PLACE YOUR OWN 


1_Call 617.859.3283 call 
our hour automated service 
800.252.0920 


FREE ADS Free ads 


not guaranteed 


placed in this section are 
run every week. Be sure to 
renew your ad frequently to keep it fresh. GUIDE- 
LINES Pers ults 18 or over seek 


ng monogamous relationships. To ensu 


re your 


Tatk afl you want! Hook up now! 
Chat for onty $0.99 message recerved 


he 


Sib 


AWAITING YOUR CALL 


LOVELY. SHAPELY 

OWF, 53. blonde, 57”. without 
eryoys dancing nature. 
art reading. conversation. cook 
ing animats and travel Seetung 
lund, honesteducated SWPM. 
SO-7S. for serious retationstup 


BEAUTIFUL. EXOTIC 


INTENSIVE CARE 

Hear stopped suddenty after my 
last romantic fiasco. Need 
date CPR and resuscitation of 
vital signs. Heart monitoring for 
disturbed hear best essential 
Me: tal, Drunetie, 60s. You: tail 
caning expert at heart transplant 


FRIENDSHIP OR MORE 
64. very active. aftractive. 
seeking 2 OM. 50-69. who is car- 
ing. Cristian. likes walks on the 
beach. old and new songs. din 
ing. and has a senseot humor 
1324743 


FRIEND AND LOVER 

SWF. 40. brunetie. hazel eyes. 
SJ. attractive athienc. assertve. 
adventurous. open-rwnded. car. 
ng. eryoys playing cards. board 
beaches rotierbiading, 
horses, hiking. travel. movies 
rung oul Seetung compamon 
possibly long-term 
shup, with SWM_ 35-45. muscular 
type. wibiue 
o hazel eyes. Dorche: 
HONDURAS 

Sexy SF. 29, 51". 134ibs, enjoys 
cooking. Rasta. cycling. Seeking 
SM_ 34-52. outgoing, spontane- 
ous. for fnencdstup. possible long- 
term retationstup TP309055 


FAMILY-ORIENTED 

SWF. 32. S6". mother of four, 
eryoys afternative rock music. 
works im oral surgery. Looking 
for decent. honest. hard-working 
man who 


ARE THE | FOR ME? 


Professional SWF, 55, seeks 


DO YOU Exist? 

you are honest, kind. caring 
and compassionate as | am. then 
leave me a message. WF. 57 
who wants a genuine gentleman. 


OF ALL TRADES 
SwF. 


BLUE-EYED BRUNETTE 

SWF 54. average height/weight. 
NWS. seeks secure gentleman, 
60-60, Ralian plus, NS. who 
eryoys travel, dancing, garden 
ing TP261999 


LET'S RIDE OFF 

into the sunset. Looking for an 
honest. caning, Hariey man. 
52-45, for fun times, dating, ro- 
mantic evenings, leading to pos- 
sible LTR. I'm 55 years-old. SWF. 
57°. attractive blonde with green 
eyes. fm an animal lover and 
seetung the same Makien MA 
1320675 


R U LOOKING FOR ME? 

SwF. 51. petite attractive, 
Framingham area enjoys long 
walks, the beach, dining out, 
motorcycle riding and mw 
sic. Looking for SWM. 46-55. 
fond. compassionate. good SOH 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 

Single woman, 42, seeking a 
monogamous man who likes 
fun times together, travel and 
more! TP292589 


MY LOVELY SELF 

am @ nice lady, 23, looking for 
man. | have chocolate 
complexion. loving. caring 
very attractive. 


upportive. T2279 


DENT 
Atncan-Amencan med 
student for dating and tnenaship 
Afncan-Amencan femaie. 
28. outgoing graduate student 
into the arts andoutdoors. 
would like to meet similar mate 
‘Tr271649 


JUST CALL ME! 

22. 58", 150ibs, brown hair 
and eyes, no kids. casual drinker 
smoker looking for a single 
man, good spirit and heatth, for 
dating. possible retationship. 
Trs20394 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 

‘SF would like to meet a hardwork- 
ing man who is fun to be with and 
Yeats a woman with respect 40- 
47. 


COLLEGE-EDUCATED 


and 


MUSICOLOGIST SEEKS LTR 
SWF. 41,57", 160ibs, enjoys 
book clubs. live theater, movies. 
concerts, museums. dining out, 
long conversations. Seeking 
‘SWW, 41-55, N/S intellectual, land. 
honest, for LTR. 17324788 


CONCORD (NH) CUTIE 


SM, 70-78, WS.5S'9"462", for LTR. 
Slight handicap ok. TF980178 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 
SWF, 68, 52", slender, no chit 


NO HEAD GAMES 

SBF, 44. 54", average weight, 
lak+back, easygoing, enjoys 


DOWN-TO-EARTH 

Attractive, hardworking WF. 37. 
would like to meet a SW/BM., 37- 
47, who is honest, trustworthy 
and tun to be with. TP306368 


CHRISTIAN WOMAN SEEKS. 
soulmate. Very dedicated. church- 
going woman looking for the 
soulmate that God has in store 
for me. Call me and we'll see what 
happens. 48-60. TP307971 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 

44, 51", loves travel, cook- 
movies. dining 

for SBM, 45-49. NS. for 

possible relationstup. 17310515 


ATTRACTIVE ITALIAN 
WOMAN 

OWF. 54 (looks 45- really), 53 
116ibs, slender. fit, no children, 
NS, social drinker. homeowner 
financially and emotionally se- 
cure, with manyinterests, seeks 
OWM, 50-60, with similar back- 
ground, for LTR. 


HOW ABOUT A SOX GAME? 
SWF, 40. 56", two wonderful 
children. looking for a nice guy 
28-45, who likes to go out and 
have fun. | love camping, fishing, 
Sports, the Red Sox 173147399 


WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE? 

WF. 66, looks younger, auburn 
hair, medium build, likes read- 
ing, dining out. going to movies. 
dancing, sports. the seashore 
and more. Would like tomeet an 
easygoing, nice guy who likes 
the same. for companionship that 
may lead to more. TP308919 


SIMILAR INTERESTS? 

Educated SWF, 42. with intui- 
tive personality, loves dancing. 
dining, long walks on the beach, 
warm nights. Seeking similar 
SWM. 29-75. ‘1315638 


LOVING 

Blonde SWF, early 60s, slim, 
S'S”. outgoing, looking for a lov- 
ing, honest, outgoing man, 59 
75, who enjoys dining, dancing, 
travel, movies. NorthShore area. 


ADVENTUROUS WOMAN 


LIFE IS A POEM 

what lines will we write together” 
SBF, 33, seeks male, 35-45, for 
sexy verbal sparing dishing 
@bout books and movies, out- 
going around town and ismuch 
laughter as we can generate to- 
gether. Pure of heart, yet no fool. | 
Seek the same in you. TF320835 
DANCES WITH SNAKES 
Exotic blonde, 44, into Wicca, 
Voodoo and comic look- 
ing for longterm reiationship 
wath SW, 28-45. Must be intelli 
Gert. to cook. TF322368 


FAITHFUL BEAUTY 


COMPASSIONATE 
& SENSITIVE 


HONEST SWEET WOMAN 


Caring, kind SWF, 71, living on 
the South Shore, 120ibs. 52", 


ATTRACTIVE 
BLONDE FEMALE 
DWF, 62, S'S", blonde, 


retired, shapely, warm. romantic. 
enjoys movies, theater, good 
books, travel. Seeking WM, 65- 
75. WS, honest. caring outgoing. 
for meaningfi relationship. 
1854581 


LOVE, LACE AND ROMANCE 


INSTRUCTOR/TRAINER 
Horses walk. trot, cantor into a 


romance as we horse people say 
DWM, 55, 6’, gentle, kind and un- 
derstanding, would like to meet 
long haired.independent, attrac- 
tive femaie with similar interests. 
South shore area, please call 
28888 


SWEETNESS THROUGHOUT 
SWM, 53, 5°11", 181lbs, honest. 
Sweet, intelligent, playful, pas- 
stonate, loyal and cheerful. That 
special person must have similar 
Qualities anddesire a steady reia- 
tionship. 


FUN IN THE SUN 

SWM, 20, average build seeks 
SWF, average build, 16-21. for 
possible long-term relationship 
| tke going outdoors. movies. 
cooking, horse back ridingand 
some sports. 17315609 


KIND AND GENUINE 
Communicative. extroverted. af 
fectionate, also urban, artsy and 
very funny SWM, 57, considered 
very goodlooking, looks 47. 
Seeking SWF, 40-55, to bemy 
future best friend. She is kind- 
est to herself and kind to others. 

LIFE’S ADVENTURES 

DWN. 53, seeks attractive young 
woman, 40-48. who wishes to take 
advantage of all the adventures 
life has to offer. She should enjoy 


SEEKING BBW, 50-60 

Affectionate male, 44, trom Quin- 
cy, 5°11", dark hair, hazel eyes, 
180Ibs. seeks affectionate BBW. 
50-60. Let's meet for coffee and a 


JAZZ LOVER 

SW), 55, 6’, wine merchant who 
enjoys tive jazz/dlues, fine wine 
and dining out, seeks SWF, 35-45, 
with similar interests. TP963454 


HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU _ 


FRIEND AND LOVER 
Handsome WPM, 50, 5°9”, 190ibs, 
non-smoker, seeks the comparry 
of attractive female, for occa 
sional dining. hearttett conversa- 
tions, etc. Race open.Kids ok 
1291231 

LONELY IN ALLSTON 

Friendly, fit, hetpful, 
personable SWM, 43, 5°11", en- 
Joys car trips down the seacoast. 
days at the beach, nights on the 
town. travel.outdoors, rotierbiad- 
ing. mightiife. concerts, craft tairs. 
photography, Nirvana. Seeking 
similar SF, 33-45. 


Lookung for SW/BM, 35-40, for 
possible relationship. 17325218 
FRIENDSHIP FIRST 

‘SWM, looking for maie, 18to what- 
ever, interested in Freud, Marx, 


HANDSOME MALE 
62, 510", 230ibs, would like to 


BEST FRIEND 
GF, 50+, seeks same with sincere, 
Sense of humor a 


GWF, 50. 57”, 125ibs, blonde 


LET'S HAVE FUN! 

SHIM, 33, 5°10", 210is, looking for 
down-to-earth male, 28-60, to get 
together and have fun. 13313769 


BROAD-MINDED 
SWM, 74, enjoys sports, card 
games. history, life. Looking for 
a similar WM. 55-85, to enjoy life 
jogether. 17325359 


TAKE A LOOK/LISTEN 

GWM, 38, 510", 170ibs, short 
Diack hair, green-blue eyes. cute, 
fit. looking for younger, fun, good 
looking mate, 21-35. 1307387 
SEEKING CHEMISTRY 

SM, 44, Gemini. writer, in Worces- 
ter, wants to meet a fnendiy, sin- 
cere, decent man, 38-58, who is 
comfortable with himself. |! enjoy 
reading, dining.animals, meeting 
new people. 


WORTH THE CALL 

SM, 45, hazel eyes, looking for 
one good SBM, 32-39, to talk to 
and get to know. TF310522 


FRAMINGHAM MALE 

GBM, 51, S11", 205ibs, exer- 
cises regularly, seeks GWM, 
50+ preferred but not neces- 


TALL AND HANDSOME 
61, well-traveled. welliked, 
looking for BM, any age, to love. 
Take a chance, I'l make it worth 

YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 
GWM, 59, 59", 


passion. | love cooking, the out- 
doors, theater, travel. 17313791 


LAKE AUBURN WOMAN 

seeks same. Looking for a 
woman who is into nature, out- 
doors, loves animals, watching 
movies at home, home-cooking, 
romantic times. Art, nature, mu- 
sicisa plus. 7324067 


CAROLINE? 

Zachary’s, 919. Three “grris” out, 
you were diving from Plymouth 
We talked, we kissed. | need your 
number again. 17322516 
COYOTE UGLY GIRL 

at Farmer's Table. Saw you 
Sunday moming at one end of 
the bar. wearing white tank top. 


Meet up? 
MARY FROM METHUEN 
Mary trom Methuen please cail 


Get touch with phone chat, text messaging, live 1-on-1, web personals 
a", BOSTON BABE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE es SEEKING MY MATCH LOOKING FOR MATE ay 
4 Pretty SWF redhead greeneyes. Sincere. intetigent. sensitve DM, 53, non-smoker lightcrinker, GWM, late 40s, in shape and 
ing, ballet. opera, travel to exotic people. music, philosophy. cook- tired of being alone enjoys waiks. ond ter 
places, hiking, skiing. golf, and ing: looking for a gentleman, beaches. dining and long drives. it with. £P315208 
wortung out Seeking smart, witty. 55-70, with qualities. You won't Seeting happy Joving gentleman came, th SF for mon 
gentiernan. 49-70. for companion- be disappointed Thank you. 65-70, to share happiness. Please ies, Clubs. dancing. LOOK NO FURTHER 
‘Stup/possibie retationship. Bos- live near the South Shore, MA Single white man, 42, social 
RUNS WITH SCISSORS iSO COUNTRY GUY 
SWF, 37, teacher, enjoys sports,  OWF. 60s, iconoclast interested SWF, 69, two beautiful dogs.lives interested in meeting a Greek 
baseball, hockey, besketball, theatre, movies, outdoors, art, near a lake, vegetarian, enjoys American female, 27-40, who has 
football, shopping, movies. trav- Seetung emotionally organic fruits and vegetables. vaiues. 1P316019 
@ Looking for atractive polticaly Uberal, humor needlework, movies. reading non- _ _____— 
sports, romance, and can make MIDLIFE MADNESS Very pretty DWF, young4ooking SWM, 55-69, who is kind, active, ‘07778 
me laugh TP324965 — 72, average weight, NS. healthy, for good companion 
Shap, possible longterm retation- ity. can relocate for love. seeks 
ship. Enjoys SWM, 53, sincere, good- younger for compan- 
bicycling. movies. dancing.and hearted. enjoys bowling, soft rock. jonship. | enjoy sports, gambling, 
more! Be withun 25-miles of Port- Looking for a good-humored theater. plays, opera. 17301936 
land 1245089 cal lady with warm heart, who's 
er, dren. outgoing, caning, warm, ro- ‘sexy, to share dinner dates, good 
mantic. enjoys dancing, walang, talks, laughter, life, longterm WOMEN 
traveling and movies. Seeking a relationship? Worcester area. 
complexion. long wavy hair pas- SWF, 33, dark curts, hazel, eyes, WwW 
Sonate personality very socal S51", 150ibs, attractive, sexy, 
25-40, very respectha. TF322731 @ wide vanety of music. travel, watching sports. playing video 
Bee SEEKS THE RIGHT GUY! movies, dancing. dining out and games, time at home. Seeking myjoys naturewalks, camping, ae 
WW proportionate, NS. for trendshup first. P321106 easygoing. 1305822 dining, romantic evenings, night in ony 
first meetings occur in a public place. This publica Seetung SW honest. cor VIRGO SEEKS HER MATCH 
the right to edit re or reiect an Ing. healthy compassionate. thin 
eserves the tO revise, Or reject any professionally employed. 
fverticement at anv time at it< e diccretion for possible relationship and 
2 sement at any t at sole Gls movies, day trips. Looking for 
f f EN seexinc that lucky lady in my life Seeking 
and assume responsibility for the content onty GWF, 50-55. Concord, MA area. 
to any ad. Not all ads have correspond ‘WOMEN 
why. sual relationship. Call me, let's 
SF, 45, non-smoker, looking for 
one special femme, 38-55, who 
cance! STOP to 24088 few by your smile; wanted to say hi 
= but your friends were in the way. 
Roslindale RMV, 5/28/09. You: 
- i | BF, single mother, 40, legally dining and fine wine, quiet eve- came in, left, came in again; sat ees 
rise | o blind but very independent, non- nings at home, companionship down behind you. New in town. ik ® 
smoker O/D-tree. | eryoy waiks and conversation. £P306604 
along the beach, eating out, — blue, athletic, affectionate, at- 
swimming, the outdoors anc socks adventurous exciting male, tractive, seeks GWM or BiWM, 
more Seetung senous monoge- WF. one grown son, enjoys mov- 60or over, loves ail sports, dining, 65+, who lives in the Boston 
rey mous retabonsihp. possibly more ‘es. candieligm dinners. shop- dancing, travel and etc. Please area or Providence areas, Butch. We met in 2004 at your 
ee 4 3 4 and arwmais Race umsmportant. doors. clubs and more. interested 0 REAL RELATIONSHIP alone. for possible long-term re- friends. Let's get in touch again. te a 
‘ in meeting nice gentleman, 45- SORE: toe late nightmovie! 325217 lationship. 1439610 7325085 
’ he obhumor desires @ good man. SWF, 44, blonde, 150ibs or so, pes today, or purcha more 
ke sincere, independent, affection- animals, Harleys, cooking and and get 15. es free! today and ask for details 
3 ate gentieman for possible LTR. baking. Looking for WM, 40-60, 
SF, 38, one son, loves sports, HELLO 
who is fun, loving and good4ook- ed, down-to-earth, wild, crazy 
7 ing. Must like children. £P316916 and fun, looking for SWM, 35-45, 2 
+7. going SWM, 35-65.non-emoker, with theater, traveldining and all daughter. Would like to meet DETANS 
must! 17257882 Southcoast MA. €P115522 320176 g 


Nationwide Talk and Text. 


Unlimited International Text. 


Now, for limited time, get all the talk and text you need with MetroPCS Unlimited service, for 
only $30 month. This includes International Text messaging. contract, activation fee and your first 
month service free. Switch today the best value wireless. 


MetroPCS Retail Stores 


MetroPCS Authorized Dealers 


580 Massachusetts Ave. Ultimate Wireless Ultimate Wireless Unlimited PCS Unlimited PCS Unlimited PCS 
877-8metro9 1771 Washington St. 128 Bunker Hill St. 1492 Dorchester Ave. Maverick Sq. 3064 Washington St. 


857-251-6016 


857-251-6293 


(Fields Corner) 


617-997-0147 


(Eggleston Square) 


Dorchester, 617-740-7003 617-445-2297 
638 Warren St. Ultimate Wireless Dorchester, Jamaica Plain, 
465 Columbus Ave. Wireless Dorchester Center, Wireless South Boston, 
617-236-5838 554 Columbia Rd. Unlimited PCS 3718 Washington St. Wireless 
(Uphams Corner) 1912-B Dorchester Ave. 857-236-1118 239 Dorchester St. 
Brighton, 617-379-1617 (Ashmont Station) 866-266-4669 ext.604 
Wireless 617-379-1746 Roxbury, 
248 Market St. Middle Management Management Ultimate Wireless 
617-206-3232 858 Blue Hill Ave. East Boston, 109 Blue Hill Ave. 463 Broadway 
617-282-2434 Wireless 617-442-2080 857-251-6286 
Cambridge, 376-A Chelsea St. 
Middle Management 617-997-4638 
2180 Massachusetts Ave. 
617-250-8444 


Service only offered on a monthly basis. $30 rate plan is a limited time offer and is not available with MetroPCS family plan discount. Offer only valid with new activation and purchase of a qualifying handset. Certain restrictions apply. Visit www. Metropcs.com or a MetroPCS store for information on qualifying 
handsets, specific terms and conditions of service, local coverage area, handset capabilities and any restrictions. Domestic nationwide long distance available only in continental U.S. and Puerto Rico. Rates, services and features subject to change. Taxes and fees not included. Additional Charges may apply in 
TravelTalk areas. While in your MetroPCS home coverage area, dial *228, option 2 to update your phone's roaming capabilities. It is possible to enter TravelTalk while in a MetroPCS coverage area if there is a weak signal in that area. Additional Charges may apply in TravelTalk areas. If you need to place a call while 
outside of MetroPCS's local, extended home or TravelTalk extended coverage areas, you will need to provide a credit card number to complete the call. The call may be completed via the American Roaming Network. Some services not available in extended home and Travellaik areas. Text Messages can onty be 
sent while in a MetroPCS coverage area or in a compatible roaming area. Unlimited international calls and texts are limited to selected countries, destinations, technologies and carriers. Specific unlimited international service countries, destinations, technologies and carriers are subject to Change without notice, 
as are terms and conditions of international service. Unlimited international service not available with certain rate plans. Some phones have a maximum text message length of 160 characters. Due to unforeseen variables, such as restrictions on the recipient's account/service provider, acts or omissions of 


connecting or recipient's carriers, the functionality of the recipient's handset, your location, the location of the recipient or delays in the SMS platform, there is no guarantee of text message delivery. You will not be notified of non-delivery. When Sending an international text message, the recipient's handset must 
be able to display characters from the Roman (Latin) alphabet in order to successfully receive the message. 
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“My dream [today] was bad. was 
like Jewish, Fellini-esque dragons- 
with-skulls-and-ex-girlfriends.” 


MOTOR MOUTH 


RICHARD LEWIS STOP HIMSELF 


CHRIS FARAONE 


I've always wanted to play personal 

psychologist for Richard Lewis. Al- 
though it’s been obvious for decades that 
his self-doubting paranoia act not 
act, | was curious as to whether he truly 
tortures himself through every waking 
moment. Turns out he does — despite 
such cathartic efforts as his 2001 memoir, 
The Other Great Depression, and his recurring 
role as himself on Larry David’s HBO free- 
for-all, Curb Your Enthusiasm. Whichever 
therapists Lewis employs these days don’t 
have to thank me for allowing him to 
whine on my shoulder for 40 minutes. It 
was my pleasure, and I barely had to coax 
him. Herewith, abridged version 
Lewis's monologue. 


HOW’S IT GOING? Wel! — I'm 
up, number one. At this point 
life, just like wake 
up and make sure that it’s not 
Armageddon. Then I turn on 
the news and see how close we 
are to Armageddon, and then 
there’s a trickle-down anxiety 
effect that lasts for about half 
an hour. Today’s not good, 
because my dream was bad. 
It was like a Jewish, Fellini- 
esque dragons-with-skulls- 
and-ex-girlfriends and 
have nothing against transvestites, but 
many of them were transvestites. It was 
Mardi and was trying find ref- 
uge, and some family took me in, and 
when looked up, they had masks 
and was real family. You know, I’ve 
done these interviews for many de- 
cades that, as I’m dialing, I think about 
the risk blurting out everything. just 
decided that, occasion, can get you 
date what’s going creatively 
and emotionally, and shut up. 
But now said nothing, and 
already case-building the para- 
noia that once hang up, you 
will play this tape and say that 
this guy is clearly obsessive-com- 
pulsive, and a recovering addict, 
whichlam.... 
love stand-up it’s the core 
of my life, but it’s ruthless in terms 
people ripping people off. hap- 
pens to everybody, but sometimes 
you would almost have to have a 
trial if someone claims they were 
ripped off. Half their stuff prob- 
ably wasn’t even theirs to begin 
with. . . . | was feeling like a victim 
about everything, and there were 
a lot of commercials that were 
ripping off, and lot stuff 
went down with the “date from 


Hell” thing. Larry had a tremendously 
funny episode, or outline, in which he 
did surprise me with “Nanny from Hell.” 
It was closure, but of course I went right 
the dark part. wife not recover- 
ing addict — 1 mean, she’s neurotic, but 
she couldn't even hold my towel. She 
said, “How great Larry this,” and 
I couldn’t help but think that when I’m 
gone, people will mostly remember me 
because of that episode... . 

It’s incredibly difficult to do his 
show. I don’t even know what I am 
when I’m there. It’s only an eight- or 
nine-page outline, and you don’t care 
about anything other than the scenes 

in. You don’t get see 
what the show is about — it’s 
like real life.... 
I’ve known Larry since I'm 
12, and we have an argumen- 
tative love that in a moment’s 
notice can make very an- 
noying toward one another. 
There’s episode called 
“The Baptism” that’s one 
my favorites, and he made 
me come to his office in LA 
during rush hour. It hadn’t 
rained in years, and it was 
105 degrees, and took 
three hours to go 13 miles. He 
was sitting there, and I said, “What’s the 
scene,” and he said, “You’re angry with 
because stole your outgoing answer- 
ing-machine message.” Fortunately for 
me, I couldn’t help but use my anxiety 
from driving over there — and him look- 
ing so calm, cool, and collected — sol 
did somehow wind being really angry 
with him in that scene. 

met camp when were 
young, and were arch-rivals, and de- 
spised him, and he despised me. He was 
a gangly, annoying jerk. . . . | wasn’t 
an alcoholic at 12; I just knew sober and 
clear that wanted kill the guy the 
basketball court. It was a sports camp in 
New York. When I was in New York work- 
ing comedian with Leno and Crystal 
and Freddie Prinze and Elayne Boosler, 
he came in about half a year after me. He 
was already a fan, though on his death- 
bed he won’t admit that he ever called 
“Mr. Lewis.” 

I love acting, but I haven’t done as 
much like. something comes up, 
life. needed some validation for lot 
of anxiety, and that’s where the black 
clothes came from thought could 
like shadow. You see, gave youa 
break there, and you didn’t even ask 
anything. 
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Ariana, 20 years old, has received classical ballet 
training at California Dance Theatre for the past 

11 years. She has attended summer programs 

on scholarship with American Ballet Theater, 

Ballet Pacifica and Boston Ballet, and recently 
competed in The American Grand Prix where she 
received the opportunity to dance in New York. 

We photographed Ariana at 3rd Street Dance Studio 
in Los Angeles wearing the Tank Thong Bodysuit in 
Lapis and Opaque Pantyhose in Sangria. 


Made in Downtown LA 
Sweatshop Free 
www.americanapparel.net 
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